MINUTES OF THE

OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Government Services Center, Commissioners’ Room
515 W. Fir Avenue, Fergus Falls, MN
February 11, 2020
8:30 a.m.
Call to Order
The Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners convened at 8:32 a.m. Tuesday, February 11, 2020, at the
Government Services Center in Fergus Falls, MN, with Commissioners; Lee Rogness, Chair; Betty Murphy,
Vice-Chair; Wayne Johnson and John Lindquist present. Commissioner Doug Huebsch was absent.
Approval of Agenda
Chair Rogness called for approval of the Board Agenda. Motion by Lindquist, second by Johnson and
unanimously carried to approve the Board of Commissioners Agenda of February 11, 2020 with the following
changes:
Addition: Agriculture Utilization Research Institute (AURI) Annual Conference
Addition to Public Works Committee: Proposed County Ditch 71/Nelson Lake
Consent Agenda
Motion by Johnson, second by Murphy and unanimously carried to approve the Consent Agenda items as
follows:
1. January 28, 2020 Board of Commissioners’ Meeting Minutes
2. Warrants/Bills for February 11, 2020 (Exhibit A)
3. Human Services & Public Health Warrants/Bills for February 11, 2020
(Exhibit A)
4. Human Services Contract Renewals
5. Issuance of a County Credit Card to OTC Jail Program Coordinator
Brent Floden, Veterans Service Officer James Olson, Deputy Sheriff
Colby Palmersheim and County Board Secretary Tara Bakken
6. HRA Services Agreement
Fraud Prevention Investigation (FPI) Grant
Human Services Director Deb Sjostrom and Collections Officer Crystal Herman provided a brief summary to
the Board regarding the Fraud Prevention Investigation Grant. Otter Tail County will receive $50,000 for the
remainder of state fiscal year 2020 and $100,000 for state fiscal year 2021. The FPI grant allows the county
to maintain and improve the fraud investigation program while remaining budget neutral to the State of
Minnesota by keeping administrative costs low and taxpayer return on investment high. The fraud
prevention/investigation program works to prevent individuals from misrepresenting their circumstances in
an effort to obtain public benefits that they would not otherwise be entitled to.
Motion by Johnson, second by Lindquist and unanimously carried to authorize appropriate County Officials’
signatures to execute the State of Minnesota Department of Human Services County Grant Contract between
the State of Minnesota, acting through its Department of Human Services, Office of Inspector General,
Financial Fraud and Abuse Investigations Division and Otter Tail County Human Services Department.
Agriculture Utilization Research Institute (AURI) 2020 New Uses Forum
Motion by Johnson, second by Lindquist and unanimously carried to authorize Commissioners to attend the
AURI 2020 New Uses Forum April 8th - 9th, 2020. The event will take place at the Earle Brown Heritage
Center in Minneapolis, MN and will discuss areas related to entrepreneurship, innovation, development and
investment in the food and agriculture sphere. Expenses will be paid by the county.
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Recess & Reconvene
At 8:51 a.m., Chair Rogness declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners recessed
for a short break. The Board of Commissioners meeting was reconvened at 8:58 a.m.
Sale of Property
Motion by Johnson, second by Murphy and unanimously carried to authorize the public sale of a 450’ by
600’ County owned parcel (38000160104002) located in Section 16 of Maine Township. The County plans
to retain a 60’ highway right of way easement along CSAH 35.
Motion by Johnson, second by Murphy and unanimously carried to authorize the public sale of a one-acre
parcel (27000230155001) located in the Northeast quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 23 in Folden
Township. The tract is adjacent to the west side of County Highway 65 and is surrounded on the North, West
and South sides by property owned by Joerger Land LLC.
Canvassing Board
Motion by Johnson, second by Murphy and unanimously carried to appointment Commissioners’ Lee
Rogness and John Lindquist to the County Canvassing Board for the March 3, 2020, Presidential Nomination
Primary. The County Canvassing Board will meet at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, March 6, 2020.
Accessing Supporting Documents
County Board Secretary Tara Bakken explained to the Board how they can access supporting documents.
Deputy Administrator Position
Motion by Lindquist, second by Murphy and unanimously carried to approve the addition of a Deputy
Administrator position to the organizational structure. Nick Leonard was appointed as the Otter Tail County
Deputy Administrator effective January 1, 2020.
Essential Non-Licensed Jailer/Dispatchers Labor Agreement
Motion by Johnson, second by Murphy and unanimously carried to accept the Essential Non-Licensed
Jailer/Dispatchers Labor Agreement for 2020-2022 and a Memorandum of Understanding.
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Paint Reuse Report
HHW Regional Program Manager Nick Heeter provided a brief overview to the Board regarding the HHW
program. The program provides a convenient way for households to dispose of hazardous products safely
and responsibly, free of charge for Otter Tail County residents. Many HHW products are recycled through
special programs and usable products are offered back to the community at no cost at the reuse area located
at the HHW facility in Fergus Falls, MN.
Houston-Galveston Area Council (HGAC) Buy Collective Purchasing Membership Agreement
Motion by Johnson, second by Lindquist and unanimously carried to authorize appropriate County Officials’
signatures to execute the Interlocal Contract for Cooperative Purchasing between Otter Tail County and
HGACBuy. Becoming a member of HGACBuy provides the opportunity to purchase equipment that is not
otherwise available with existing cooperative purchasing partners.
Big Red Boxes Agreement
Motion by Johnson, second by Murphy and unanimously carried to approve the Otter Tail County Waste
Delivery Agreement between Otter Tail County and Big Red Boxes, LLC. The agreement commits Big Red
Boxes, LLC to deliver all acceptable waste they collect in Otter Tail County to the designated facilities for the
benefit of a discounted rate.
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2020 Ditch Assessments
Motion by Lindquist, second by Johnson and unanimously carried to approve the 2020 Ditch Assessments
submitted by the Ditch Inspector with the removal of Ditch 30.
OTC Tobacco Ordinance
Public Health Director Jody Lien expressed concerns regarding conflicting information between the “Otter
Tail County Public Health Regulation on the Distribution of Commercial Tobacco Products to Persons Under
21” Ordinance, which addresses purchasing age, and the “Otter Tail County Tobacco Ordinance”, which
addresses licensing. Each ordinance, which included tracked changes discussed amongst the Public Health
Law Center, County Attorney, Public Health Director and the Prevention Coordinator with Partnership 4
Health, was provided in the packet to the Commissioners. Ms. Lien requested the Board to open the “Otter
Tail County Public Health Regulation on the Distribution of Commercial Tobacco Products to Persons Under
21” Ordinance for a Public Hearing to allow for updates and hold off on updating the “Otter Tail County
Tobacco Ordinance”. It is anticipated that this issue will be addressed in the State’s legislative session which
would make updating the Otter Tail Tobacco Ordinance unnecessary.
Motion by Johnson, second by Lindquist and unanimously carried to authorize a Public Hearing regarding
the “Otter Tail County Public Health Regulation on the Distribution of Commercial Tobacco Products to
Persons Under 21” on Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at 10:00 a.m. at the Government Services Center in Fergus
Falls, MN.
Public Hearing Regarding Parks and Trails Ordinance
Chair Rogness opened the Public Hearing regarding the Otter Tail County Parks and Trails Ordinance and
County Engineer Charles Grotte provided a brief background.
At 10:03 a.m., Chair Rogness opened the Public Hearing for comments from the public. No comments or
written correspondence was received, and the Public Hearing was closed at 10:04 a.m.
A final draft of the Ordinance will be brought to the February 25, 2020 meeting for approval.
Recess & Reconvene
At 10:05 a.m., Chair Rogness declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners
recessed for a short break. The Board of Commissioners meeting was reconvened at 10:23 a.m.
Addition to Finance Committee
County Administrator Nicole Hansen requested an item be added to the Finance Committee regarding
upcoming flooding issues that is anticipated based on information provided by the National Weather Service
and how to inform the community of resources available.
Tax Abatement Agreement
Motion by Johnson, second by Murphy and unanimously carried to approve the Tax Abatement Agreement
template as submitted by the Community Development Director. The Tax Abatement Agreement provides
more details regarding the rebate.
Public Hearing Regarding Property Tax Abatement
Chair Rogness opened the Public Hearing regarding Property Tax Abatements related to the Single and
Two Family Property Tax Rebate Program. Community Development Director Amy Baldwin presented four
(4) parcels from various locations throughout Otter Tail County that have applied and qualified for the
abatement.
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At 10:34 a.m., Chair Rogness opened the Public Hearing for comments from the public. No comments were
received, and the Public Hearing was closed at 10:35 a.m.
The following Resolutions were offered:
RESOLUTION APPROVING PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENTS
Otter Tail County Resolution No. 2020 - 14
BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Otter Tail County, Minnesota (the "County"), as follows:

1. Recitals.
The County proposes to approve tax abatements in connection with the construction of a Single Family
Home (the "Project"). The County proposes to use the abatement for the Project provided for in Minnesota
Statutes, Sections 469.1812 through 469.1815 (the "Abatement Law"), from the property taxes to be levied
by the County on Parcel Identification Number 11000990344000 (the "Tax Abatement Property").

(a)

On this date, the Board held a public hearing on the question of the Abatement, (as defined
below) and said hearing was preceded by at least 10 days but not more than 30 days prior
published notice thereof at which all interested persons appeared and were heard.

(b)

The County proposes to approve tax abatements on a portion of the County's share of
property taxes on the Tax Abatement Property in the amount of $5,000 for a term of up to 5
years to finance a portion of the costs of the Project.

(c)

The Abatement is authorized under the Abatement Law.

2. Findings for the Abatement. The Board hereby makes the following findings:
(a)

The tax abatement is the County's share of real estate taxes which relate to the Project being
constructed on the Tax Abatement Property and not the real estate taxes that relate to the
value of the land (the "Abatement").

(b)

The Board expects the benefits to the County of the Abatement to be at least equal or exceed
the costs to the County thereof.

(c)

Granting the Abatement is in the public interest because it will increase the tax base in
County.

(d)

The Tax Abatement Property is not located in a tax increment financing district.

(e)

In any year, the total amount of property taxes abated by the County by this and other
resolutions and agreements, does not exceed the greater of ten percent (10%) of the net tax
capacity of the County for the taxes payable year to which the abatement applies or
$200,000, whichever is greater. The County may grant other abatements permitted under
the Abatement Law after the date of this resolution, provided that to the extent the total
abatements in any year exceed the Abatement Limit the allocation of the Abatement limit to
such other abatements is subordinate to the Abatement granted by this resolution.
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3. Terms of Abatement. The Abatement is hereby approved. The terms of the Abatement are as follows:
(a)

The Abatement shall be for up to 5 years anticipated to commence for taxes payable 2022
and shall not exceed $5,000. The County reserves the right to modify the commencement date but
the abatement period shall not exceed 5 years.

(b)

The County will provide the Abatement as provided in this resolution.

(c)

The Abatement shall be subject to all the terms and limitations of the Abatement Law.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by member Johnson and duly seconded
by commissioner Murphy and, upon a vote being taken thereon after full discussion thereof, the following
voted in favor thereof:
Commissioners Rogness, Murphy, Johnson, Lindquist
and the following voted against the same: None
Adopted at Fergus Falls, Minnesota, this 11th day of February 2020.
OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Dated:______________________________

By:___________________________________________
Leland R. Rogness, Board of Commissioners Chair

Attest: ______________________________
Nicole Hansen, Clerk

RESOLUTION APPROVING PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENTS
Otter Tail County Resolution No. 2020 - 15
BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Otter Tail County, Minnesota (the "County"), as follows:

1. Recitals.
The County proposes to approve tax abatements in connection with the construction of a Single Family
Home (the "Project"). The County proposes to use the abatement for the Project provided for in
Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.1812 through 469.1815 (the "Abatement Law"), from the property
taxes to be levied by the County on Parcel Identification Number 13000360231001 (the "Tax Abatement
Property").

(a)

On this date, the Board held a public hearing on the question of the Abatement, (as defined
below) and said hearing was preceded by at least 10 days but not more than 30 days prior published
notice thereof at which all interested persons appeared and were heard.

(b)

The County proposes to approve tax abatements on a portion of the County's share of
property taxes on the Tax Abatement Property in the amount of $5,000 for a term of up to 5 years to
finance a portion of the costs of the Project.

(c)

The Abatement is authorized under the Abatement Law.
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2. Findings for the Abatement. The Board hereby makes the following findings:
(a)

The tax abatement is the County's share of real estate taxes which relate to the Project being
constructed on the Tax Abatement Property and not the real estate taxes that relate to the value of
the land (the "Abatement").

(b)

The Board expects the benefits to the County of the Abatement to be at least equal or exceed
the costs to the County thereof.

(c)

Granting the Abatement is in the public interest because it will increase the tax base in
County.

(d)

The Tax Abatement Property is not located in a tax increment financing district.

(e)

In any year, the total amount of property taxes abated by the County by this and other
resolutions and agreements, does not exceed the greater of ten percent (10%) of the net tax capacity
of the County for the taxes payable year to which the abatement applies or $200,000, whichever is
greater. The County may grant other abatements permitted under the Abatement Law after the date
of this resolution, provided that to the extent the total abatements in any year exceed the Abatement
Limit the allocation of the Abatement limit to such other abatements is subordinate to the Abatement
granted by this resolution.

3. Terms of Abatement. The Abatement is hereby approved. The terms of the Abatement are as follows:
(a)

The Abatement shall be for up to 5 years anticipated to commence for taxes payable 2022
and shall not exceed $5,000. The County reserves the right to modify the commencement date but
the abatement period shall not exceed 5 years.

(b)

The County will provide the Abatement as provided in this resolution.

(c)

The Abatement shall be subject to all the terms and limitations of the Abatement Law.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by member Johnson and duly seconded
by commissioner Murphy and, upon a vote being taken thereon after full discussion thereof, the following
voted in favor thereof:
Commissioners Rogness, Murphy, Johnson, Lindquist
and the following voted against the same: None
Adopted at Fergus Falls, Minnesota, this 11th day of February 2020.
OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Dated:______________________________

By:___________________________________________
Leland R. Rogness, Board of Commissioners Chair

Attest: ______________________________
Nicole Hansen, Clerk
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RESOLUTION APPROVING PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENTS
Otter Tail County Resolution No. 2020 - 16
BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Otter Tail County, Minnesota (the "County"), as follows:
1. Recitals.
The County proposes to approve tax abatements in connection with the construction of a Single Family
Home (the "Project"). The County proposes to use the abatement for the Project provided for in
Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.1812 through 469.1815 (the "Abatement Law"), from the property
taxes to be levied by the County on Parcel Identification Number 20000280158002 (the "Tax Abatement
Property").

(a)

On this date, the Board held a public hearing on the question of the Abatement, (as defined
below) and said hearing was preceded by at least 10 days but not more than 30 days prior published
notice thereof at which all interested persons appeared and were heard.

(b)

The County proposes to approve tax abatements on a portion of the County's share of
property taxes on the Tax Abatement Property in the amount of $5,000 for a term of up to 5 years to
finance a portion of the costs of the Project.

(c)

The Abatement is authorized under the Abatement Law.

2. Findings for the Abatement. The Board hereby makes the following findings:
(a)

The tax abatement is the County's share of real estate taxes which relate to the Project being
constructed on the Tax Abatement Property and not the real estate taxes that relate to the value of
the land (the "Abatement").

(b)

The Board expects the benefits to the County of the Abatement to be at least equal or exceed
the costs to the County thereof.

(c)

Granting the Abatement is in the public interest because it will increase the tax base in
County.

(d)

The Tax Abatement Property is not located in a tax increment financing district.

(e)

In any year, the total amount of property taxes abated by the County by this and other
resolutions and agreements, does not exceed the greater of ten percent (10%) of the net tax capacity
of the County for the taxes payable year to which the abatement applies or $200,000, whichever is
greater. The County may grant other abatements permitted under the Abatement Law after the date
of this resolution, provided that to the extent the total abatements in any year exceed the Abatement
Limit the allocation of the Abatement limit to such other abatements is subordinate to the Abatement
granted by this resolution.

3. Terms of Abatement. The Abatement is hereby approved. The terms of the Abatement are as follows:
(a)

The Abatement shall be for up to 5 years anticipated to commence for taxes payable 2022
and shall not exceed $5,000. The County reserves the right to modify the commencement date but
the abatement period shall not exceed 5 years.
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(b)

The County will provide the Abatement as provided in this resolution.

(c)

The Abatement shall be subject to all the terms and limitations of the Abatement Law.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by member Johnson and duly seconded
by commissioner Murphy and, upon a vote being taken thereon after full discussion thereof, the following
voted in favor thereof:
Commissioners Rogness, Murphy, Johnson, Lindquist
and the following voted against the same: None
Adopted at Fergus Falls, Minnesota, this 11th day of February 2020.
OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Dated:______________________________

By:___________________________________________
Leland R. Rogness, Board of Commissioners Chair

Attest: ______________________________
Nicole Hansen, Clerk

RESOLUTION APPROVING PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENTS
Otter Tail County Resolution No. 2020 - 17
BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Otter Tail County, Minnesota (the "County"), as follows:

1. Recitals.
The County proposes to approve tax abatements in connection with the construction of a Single Family
Home (the "Project"). The County proposes to use the abatement for the Project provided for in
Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.1812 through 469.1815 (the "Abatement Law"), from the property
taxes to be levied by the County on Parcel Identification Number 35000990489000 (the "Tax Abatement
Property").

(a)

On this date, the Board held a public hearing on the question of the Abatement, (as defined
below) and said hearing was preceded by at least 10 days but not more than 30 days prior published
notice thereof at which all interested persons appeared and were heard.

(b)

The County proposes to approve tax abatements on a portion of the County's share of
property taxes on the Tax Abatement Property in the amount of $5,000 for a term of up to 5 years to
finance a portion of the costs of the Project.

(c)

The Abatement is authorized under the Abatement Law.

2. Findings for the Abatement. The Board hereby makes the following findings:
(a)

The tax abatement is the County's share of real estate taxes which relate to the Project being
constructed on the Tax Abatement Property and not the real estate taxes that relate to the value of
the land (the "Abatement").

(b)

The Board expects the benefits to the County of the Abatement to be at least equal or exceed
the costs to the County thereof.
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(c)

Granting the Abatement is in the public interest because it will increase the tax base in
County.

(d)

The Tax Abatement Property is not located in a tax increment financing district.

(e)

In any year, the total amount of property taxes abated by the County by this and other
resolutions and agreements, does not exceed the greater of ten percent (10%) of the net tax capacity
of the County for the taxes payable year to which the abatement applies or $200,000, whichever is
greater. The County may grant other abatements permitted under the Abatement Law after the date
of this resolution, provided that to the extent the total abatements in any year exceed the Abatement
Limit the allocation of the Abatement limit to such other abatements is subordinate to the Abatement
granted by this resolution.

3. Terms of Abatement. The Abatement is hereby approved. The terms of the Abatement are as follows:
(a)

The Abatement shall be for up to 5 years anticipated to commence for taxes payable 2022
and shall not exceed $5,000. The County reserves the right to modify the commencement date but
the abatement period shall not exceed 5 years.

(b)

The County will provide the Abatement as provided in this resolution.

(c)

The Abatement shall be subject to all the terms and limitations of the Abatement Law.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was made by member Johnson and duly seconded
by commissioner Murphy and, upon a vote being taken thereon after full discussion thereof, the following
voted in favor thereof:
Commissioners Rogness, Murphy, Johnson, Lindquist
and the following voted against the same: None
Adopted at Fergus Falls, Minnesota, this 11th day of February 2020.
OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Dated:______________________________

By:___________________________________________
Leland R. Rogness, Board of Commissioners Chair

Attest: ______________________________
Nicole Hansen, Clerk

Highway Projects
Request for Approval of Contracts & Bonds - S.A.P. 056-615-008:
Motion by Johnson, second by Lindquist and unanimously carried to authorize appropriate County Officials’
signatures to execute the contract between the County of Otter Tail and Robert R. Schroeder Construction,
Inc. for the work and labor in the construction of CSAH 15 Bridge No. 56544.
Fir Avenue Feasibility Study:
Motion by Johnson, second by Lindquist and unanimously carried to accept the Fir Avenue Intersection
Feasibility Study. The study provided recommendations to help improve safety, mobility and connectivity
along Fir Avenue. Funding has not been identified and the timing of construction is unknown.
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CSAH 34 Update:
County Engineer Charles Grotte updated the Board regarding CSAH 34. All permits have been completed
and competitive bid is planned for June 2020. Construction is expected to begin summer 2020 with final
completion summer 2021.
Perham to Pelican Rapids Regional Trail:
Jeff Langan with Houston Engineering updated the Board regarding the Perham to Pelican Rapids Regional
Trail. He reviewed a timeline of construction for each segment of the trail and plans to focus on the segments
that have received funding. To date, the East Segment of the trail has received funding from the Federal
Highway Administration Transportation Alternatives Grant, the Silent Lake Segment has received funding
from Greater MN Regional Parks and Trails Commission Grant and the West Segment has conditionally
received funding from the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resource (LCCMR) pending
approval from state legislature. Mr. Langan plans to form a group to review drafted plans with property
owners and provide the opportunity for property owners to be involved and provide input. Construction is
expected to start summer/fall 2020.
Otter Tail County Collaborative
Ralph Hage, Greg Linden, Anne Schloegel and Tom Gossett from the Minnesota Department of Human
Services recognized the Otter Tail County Collaborative team and thanked them for their contribution to
eHealth in Minnesota and the United States. They summarized significant projects that were accomplished,
and contributions made by the collaborative participation.
“Lake View Beach Locker” (Common Interest Community) – Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
Motion by Johnson, second by Murphy and unanimously carried to approve a CUP application, with a
condition as recommended by the Planning Commission, creating a 14 unit storage unit development. Units
are to be sold as private ownership through a CIC titled “Lake View Beach Lockers”. The proposed is located
at 50577 County Highway 9, Section 11, Scambler Township; Pelican (56-786), GD.
Final Plat – Walvatne Second Addition
Motion by Johnson, second by Lindquist and unanimously carried to approve the final Plat known as
“Walvatne Second Addition” consisting of 10 non-riparian non-residential lots to be permanently attached to
riparian lots, 1 block; Section 11, Everts Township, Blanche Lake (56-240).
Chippewa Joint Powers Agreement
Land and Resource Director Chris LeClair reported that the Chippewa River Watershed Association Joint
Powers Agreement that was provided in the packet to the Commissioners is no longer valid due to a change
in Board members to the Chippewa Watershed and the watershed borders. Rod Wenstrom with the
Chippewa River Watershed Association provided a brief background regarding the request to become a
Joint Powers Board and plan to switch by January 1, 2021.
Adjournment
At 11:43 a.m., Chair Rogness declared the Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners meeting adjourned.
The next Board meeting is scheduled at 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday, February 25, 2020, at the Government
Services Center in Fergus Falls, MN.
OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Dated:______________________________

By: ____________________________________________
Leland R. Rogness, Board of Commissioners Chair

Attest: _____________________________
Nicole Hansen, Clerk
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