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Introduction

On December 14, 2017, two years to the day 
from the first sort of 2015, Fergus Falls trash was sorted 
and measured. The purpose of the waste audit was to 
determine if the newly established curbside single sort 
recycling programs was having an impact on reducing 
recyclable materials in the trash. Municipal solid waste 
from 230 households, the same number as the previous 
sort, was collected and weighed 3.97 tons or 7940 
pounds. According to the results of sorting the garbage, 
12% of the materials in the trash were eligible for 
recycling if they had been sorted and placed in curbside 
bins for pickup. Educational programs and public 
information that emphasize reducing waste should 
continue to be encouraged throughout the area. 



The findings from the sort established the 
amount of recyclables in the trash at 12% of the overall 
load of garbage. This means that the amount of 
recyclables found in the trash after implementing 
curbside single sort recycling was cut in half. In 2015, the 
amount of recyclable material in the garage was 25%.

Organics however increased by 3%. In 2015, the 
percentage of organics was 12%.

There were 232 pound of “unacceptable” items 

such as electronics, scrap metal and HHW.

Findings



Organics are considered to be food scraps and food 
soiled materials such as napkins, paper towels, coffee filters, 
compostable containers and yard waste. The Minnesota 
Compost Council says 50% of municipal curbside garbage is 
compostable. Otter Tail County does not have organics recycling 
sites or curbside organics recycling like many cities in the metro 
area of Minnesota. Yard waste is collected at four of the 
county’s transfer stations and at the Fergus Falls landfill. The city 
of Fergus Falls has adopted a residential compost policy that is 
available on the city website. Organics were found to compose 
about 15% of the trash sorted from households in Fergus Falls. 
Approximately 1154 pounds of food waste organics were 
collected during the waste assessment. Organics are heavy and
do not burn well in waste to energy facilities. Curbside 
collection or drop sites for organics should be considered in the 
future in order to reduce waste and to recycle the materials into 
usable compost.

Organics



 Try replacing disposable products such as paper plates 
and K-cups with reusable products. Reusable products 
are available in local stores.

 Junk mail can be recycled. Go online to remove an 
address from junk mail lists to reduce waste. 

 Place old clothing, shoes and bedding in one of several 
bins throughout town instead of in the trash.

 Composting organics means less weight in the garbage 
and thus a potential money saving endeavor if 
residents compost according to city policy. 

 HHW, scrap metal and electronics were  found in the 
trash. This poses a hazard to the environment and the 
health of residents. They also cannot go through 
equipment at the Perham Resource Recovery Facility. 
Please properly dispose of these items at a transfer 
station or HHW facility.

Implications

http://www.directmail.com/mail_preference/
http://donatedavmn.org/content/acceptableitems
http://www.ci.fergus-falls.mn.us/index.asp?SEC=C1024F9B-AC3E-4CE7-8C58-42AEA3F4508F&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.co.ottertail.mn.us/202/Household-Hazardous-Waste


 Expand single sort recycling throughout Otter Tail County. Educational 
programs and public information that emphasize recycling will be 
distributed throughout the area. 

 A campaign to reduce junk mail will be a goal of the educational 
promotions.

 Continuance of  the promotion of properly disposing of HHW will be 
stressed. Potentially expanding the program throughout sites in the 
county will be explored. Advertising materials of HHW mobile collections 
throughout the area will be dispersed.   

 A Zero Waste Challenge will be promoted in Fergus Falls. 

 The Public Information and Education Officer will encourage businesses 
to conduct waste audits of their own to save money and divert waste 
from the waste stream. 

 Organics composting by residents will be stressed. Demonstrations of 
composting will be promoted within the county. The Public Information 
and Education Officer will encourage city residents to compost food 
waste in their back yards by educating people about the city rules on 
composting. The Otter Tail County compost bin may be used as an 
example. 

 Conducting a future waste audit from rural communities that do not 
have curbside recycling should be considered. 

Educational 
Implementation Goals
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