
Otter Tail County 

Public Informational Meeting – County Ditch 12 

7:00 p.m. Monday, March 25, 2019 

 

Doug Huebsch, Chair called the public informational meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following person 

representing the County in attendance: 

 

Commissioners Doug Huebsch – First District 

 Wayne Johnson – Second District 

 John Lindquist – Third District 

 Betty Murphy – Fourth District 

 Lee Rogness – Fifth District 

 

County Attorney  Michelle Eldien 

Public Works Director Rick West 

Ditch Inspector/Engineer Kevin Fellbaum 

Auditor/Treasurer Wayne Stein 

 

The Otter Tail County Board of Commissioner acting in their capacity as the Otter Tail County Drainage Authority 

held a pubic information meeting to discuss the status of County Ditch 12, to review Minnesota Ditch Proceeding, to 

receive input regarding the proposed redetermination of benefits and to receive input from the proposed benefited 

property owners as to what they would like done with County Ditch 12. 

 

In attendance from the public and signing the attendance roster were the following individuals: 

 

Lee Backstrom Everett Ballard Elaine Dutcher 

Dave Ellison Chris Evenosn Steve Flach  

John Gorton Steve Haiby Gary Hovland  

Dave Johnson Onnalee Krump Bard Miller  

Mike McNabb Greg Nelson Gerald Oliver  

Paul Restad Paul Sillerud Dave Sjostrom  

Mark Sjostrom Steve Strand Chuck Waller  

Wallace Wifall Yancy Wifal1 

  

Doug Huebsch, Chair called upon Kevin Fellbaum, Ditch Inspector for an overview of tonight’s presentation.  Mr. 

Fellbaum noted that his presentation would cover the following: 

 

• The reasons for the informational meeting. 

• A general review of ditch laws and ditch proceedings. 

• A discussion of the reasons for the redetermination of benefits and the process of re-determining benefits. 

• A brief history of County Ditch 12. 

• Reviewing maps that identify the location of the ditch, the original benefit properties and the catchment 

area. 

• A brief review of the drone video and how it can be accessed after the meeting. 

• Presentation summary. 

• An opportunity for questions and comments. 

 

Mr. Fellbaum asked those in attendance to sign the attendance roster and to provide their contact information.  Mr. 

Fellbaum noted that upon completion of his presentation there would be an opportunity for those in attendance to 

provide comments and to ask questions.  Mr. Fellbaum handed the meeting back to Doug Huebsch, Chair.  Mr. 

Huebsch introduced the County Staff that were in attendance and provided the rules that should be followed during 

the public comment portion of the meeting: 

 

• Speak loud and clear so that all those in attendance can hear your comments. 

• Speakers should state their first and last name. 

• Speakers should speak using a loud and clear voice. 

• Everyone in attendance should be respectful of others even if your positions might differ. 

• There will be a two-minute time limit per speaking opportunity until everyone in attendance has had an 

opportunity to speak. 



 

The meeting was handed back to Mr. Fellbaum who proceeded with his prepared presentation.  The following slides 

are from Mr. Fellbaum’s presentation and are included as an official part of the minutes. 

 

  
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



Mr. Fellbaum noted, upon completion of his presentation, that he had received the following written comment: 

 

 
 

  Mr. Fellbaum called upon Michelle Eldien, County Attorney for comments.  Ms. Eldien stated the following: 

 

• This public information meeting is the preliminary step in the County’s process to redetermine benefits 

for County Ditch 12. 

• There will be an additional hearing to discuss the redetermination process and to discuss and review the 

benefits as assigned to each property within the drainage area. 

• Mr. Fellbaum’s presentation was a very good summary of drainage laws and the options available to the 

benefited owners of County Ditch 12. 

• She would be available throughout the remainder of the meeting to answer questions and that she wants 

property owners to understand the process as directed by state statutes. 

 

At this time the public informational meeting was opened to the public for comments and questions with the 

following individuals addressing the Drainage Authority: 

 
Everett Ballard Steve Haiby Gary Hovland  

Bard Miller Mike McNabb Gerald Oliver  

Paul Restad Chuck Waller  

  

The following is a brief and general summary of the discussion that occurred during the public comment period of 

the public informational meeting: 

 

1. An individual questioned why they were included since drainage from their property takes the water north 

and west.  The property selection and notification process for public information meetings leading up to a 

formal redetermination hearing was discussed.  It was noted that an attempt is made to notify all properties 

that potentially could be within the drainage area, which can result in notifying more properties than will be 

included when the redetermination process is completed.  The County would prefer to remove parcels 

during the redetermination process than to add parcels that had no prior notification.    

 

2. There was an overview of the redetermination process.  First an order to redetermine benefits must be 

adopted by the drainage authority.  After the order has been adopted viewers are appointed.  The viewing 

process begins and once completed a preliminary public hearing to review and discuss the ditch viewers’ 

report is held.  The preliminary public hearing generally results in a few property owners requesting a 

second review (rechecks) or an explanation of the benefits assigned to their properties by the ditch viewers.  

After the rechecks are completed a final order is adopted and a 30-day appeal period begins. 

 

3. The redetermination process is a process about fairness, about identifying those properties that benefit from 

the drainage system and about identifying those properties that should be responsible for the costs 

associated with the maintenance and repair of the system.   

 

4. An individual asked if the property owners are notified prior to the viewers visiting their property.  It was 

noted that for any second reviews the ditch viewers would schedule a time to meet with the property owner; 

however, for the initial review appointments are not a part of the process, but if the viewers see you while 

on site, they may talk with you. 

 



5. Representatives of Lida and Pelican Township had questions regarding costs that they have incurred to 

protect township roads and if any of those prior costs are reimbursable at this time.  It was noted that prior 

costs would not be reimbursable, but if work is needed on the drainage system, they should contact the 

ditch inspector and the County would make sure the work is completed, paid for by the ditch fund and 

billed back to the benefited property owners.  It was noted that the County can only do repair and 

maintenance in the ditch corridor.  

 

6. There was a general overview of how drainage systems are financed.  It was noted that if the system has no 

available funds then the County’s General Revenue Fund provide funds to the system through a loan, which 

is repaid by the benefited property owners over a period of time.   

 

7. The assessment process and the establishment of a maintenance fund for future needs was reviewed briefly. 

 

8. The current assessment amount for the maintenance fund and how it had been determined was discussed. 

 

9. There was brief discussion regarding culvert replacement and whether the township or the ditch system is 

responsible for the costs associated with culvert replacement. 

 

10. It was noted that the drainage authority can repair the system to its original design/construction. 

 

11. There was discussion regarding State and Federal owned lands.  It was noted that the County needs to work 

with both entities.  It was also noted that benefits are assigned to State owned properties that are within the 

drainage area and benefit from the system.  The State will pay their share of the costs/future assessments 

associated with the maintenance of the system. 

 

12. An Area (plugged culvert) within the drainage system that is in current need of attention was noted and 

discussed.   It was noted that the water level is getting close to a township road.  Individuals were 

encouraged to get specific information to the ditch inspector.  

 

13. It was noted that the next step will be the adoption of an order directing the redetermination of benefits for 

County Ditch 12. 

 

Doug Huebsch, Chair thanked all those in attendance for their participation.  Hearing no further questions or 

comments, Doug Huebsch, Chair adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 

 

Respectively Submitted by Wayne Stein, Auditor/Treasurer – Secretary  


