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Subject: Comments on The Homestead at Ottertail RV Park M/l//s

Good Morning Bill,

Here is a list of comments I wish to make on the project. I'm formatting these comments in the form of listing complaints
by the opposition with a comment speaking to that partticular complaint.

Complaints lodged by the opposition:

The project is not compatible with the area.
Answer - The project is absolutely compatible with the area. The area is a vacation area (and has been for
decades), a tourist destination with a need for more camping options and availability. Many of the small resorts
that were present in the 1950's and 60's are gone, due to the high value of lakeshore property.

The boat landings would be overtaxed.
Truth of the matter - Ifwe use the maximum number of camper possible, 185, and we have an occupancy rate
of 80% we would have 148 campers at our facility. We have spoken with a number of RV dealers and RV club
members that indicated the number of RV campers who have boats is between 5% and 10%. That equates to
7 to 15 boats at any one time. We have 33 public boat landings within a 10 mile radius of the proposed RV
Park and Resort. That's less than 1/2 boat per landing; no way does this constitute overtaxed landings. Also,
these are public landings - to be used by the public and for the publics benefit.

Increased highway congestion.
Answer - This argument was raised when Thumper Pond was in the proposal stage and has not proven to be
accurate what-so-ever. The truth is that we have a state highway that will be resurfaced this year and have the
shoulders rebuilt. The developers of The Homestead RV Park and Resort have allowed the Minnesota DOT to
acquire an easement at the intersection of State Highway 78 and County Highway 5 in order to put in a right
turn lane which will reduce any hazard at this intersection. In conversation with MN DOT engineers they
indicated that the traffic counts were not close to being a concern for over traffic use on this stretch of MN Hwy
78.

Elevated risk for invasive species.
Answer - The truth of the matter is that if we have one additional boat on any lake we have a greater risk for
invasive species. We, the owners of The Homestead at Ottertail RV Park and Resort, will work closely with the
MN DNR and the local Ottertail Rod and Gun Club to assist in the prevention of any added risk for invasive
species.

Considerably increased boat traffic.
Answer - As stated above, the added boat traffic would be minimal at any one lake. With 33 public boat
landings in a 10 mile radius it certainly wouldn't be an issue. Also, this is a public lake - not a private lake. As a
public lake it is there for public use.

The project is equal to 185 more lake lots.
Reality - This is an extremely over exaggerated statement. Comparing a campsite to a large lake home is
certainly not a realistic comparison. This is a desperate argument raised by the "not in my back yard" group,
the NIMBY group.



* Campers will trespass all over the lake resident's property.
Answer - There are already laws against trespassing. Rules of the park regarding trespassing would be strictly
enforced, any caught trespassing would be asked to leave along with their entire group.

The state park up the road would be overrun with partiers and people would be violating the curfew.
Answer - The "state park up the road" that the opposition group has referred to is actually a wayside rest that
gets very little use. Again, laws already exit establishing the curfew of the wayside rest area and the local law
enforcement would certainly address any issue that would arise. The reality of this issue is that resort residents
would have little or no reason to use the wayside rest (which they could legally do if they chose to) when
paying to use the facilities at the resort

These issues seem to be the main concerns lodged by the opposition group. We, the owners would be more
than willing to visit with people regarding any concerns they may have.

Greg and Beth Swanberg
decovs34@hotmail.com

Thank You,
Greg Swanberg


