
SUMMARY 

TIMELY PUBLIC AND AGENCY COMMENTS 
Received February 18, 2013 through March 20, 2013 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET 

“THE HOMESTEAD AT OTTERTAIL RV PARK & RESORT” 

 
 

 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW): 
 
 1. Project Title: 
   Public Comments: 
   * It is misleading to include “Otter Tail” in the title. 
 
 2. Proposer: 
    
 
 3. Responsible Government Unit (RGU): 
   * The Commissioners are not without prejudice, as evidenced by comments in the 

Perham Focus article dated 02/02/2013. 
 
 4. Reason for EAW Preparation: 
    
 
 5. Project Location: 
    
 
 6. Description: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Concern with the proposer’s use of the term “farm themed RV Park”, project is located 

in a lakeshore area.  Are there other areas that would be more suitable? 
   * There should be a special assessment imposed on all users of the RV Park, to fund 

maintenance of Otter Tail Lake. 
   * Campers would receive benefits of living “close” to the lake without paying higher taxes 

that those “on” the lake pay. 
   * Proposers should consider “pull-in” (overnight) sites, there is a need. 
   * Proposers should consider installing storm shelter(s). 
   * No direct access to lake, where will they access it? 
   * All Campgrounds have operational plans; campers follow rules or are asked to leave. 
   * Lack of detail regarding proposed use of the activity barn. 
   * What if it is not profitable and is sold? 
   * Concern regarding the 10’ wide driving lane (access to 295th St.). 
   * Concern regarding the adequacy/number of shower/bathroom facilities. 
   * Is there documentation regarding the need for additional RV sites within the County? 
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 7. Project Magnitude Data: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Density (185 units is too many). 
   * Saturation of people per lake acreage (health and safety concerns). 
   * Economic impact (benefit) is overstated. 
   * Campers would contribute to local economy. 
   * Fills a need for camping and tourism in the area. 
   * Decrease in property/sale values. 
   * Otter Tail Lake has enough existing resorts with many vacancies. 
   * Weekly turnover. 
   * It would bring-in badly needed revenue to the area. 
   * Otter Tail Lake has lost resorts and tourism is paying the price. 
   * Would support single family lots. 
   * Project should be scaled-back to perhaps one-half the size. 
   * Would be supported by local business establishments. 
   * Additional tourism would help struggling businesses, add to the needed revenue and 

allow them to be open year around. 
   * Would increase tax revenue for City and County. 
   * Getting people to visit Ottertail is first step in getting them to move, relocate and/or start 

a business here. 
   * Too large – how about 50 lake lots? 
   * Potential impact on existing resorts. 
   * Too big – maybe 20 RVs. 
   * Would be an asset to the area, including economic, local business and family 

destination benefits. 
   * Worthy consideration for community – wrong location. 
   * Once approved, more will come, along with commercial developments (precedence). 
   * Otter Tail Lake is nationally advertised as a tourism and family destination area. 
   * Project would result in tax increase. 
   * Most campgrounds are not full all of the time. 
   * Not only the immediate area, but Otter Tail County with its’ 1048 lakes is a tourist 

destination. 
   * Being located across the highway from the lake is an excellent option to get a needed 

campground to the area without incurring astronomical expense of lakeshore property. 
   * Campers may eat a meal or two at local restaurants. 
   * Unfair to those of us who pay dearly the taxes to have privacy at the lake. 
   * Provides opportunity for families to enjoy beautiful part of our state. 
   * Can enhance reputation for tourism. 
   * Always in favor of new ventures that will bring new people and money to our area when 

they do not negatively impact the land or our fragile lake. 
   * We cannot undue what will be damaged in future. 
   * Ideal location given road access from 2 directions. 
   * Economic benefits are huge. 
   * List of businesses that will benefit is long. 
   * The potential for permanent or seasonal home purchases by visitors. 
   * Campers are likely to use the pool instead of the lakes. 
   * What will happen to resale values? 
   * The campground would be an advantage for families who have company, it would 

provide alternative lodging. 
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 8. Permits and Approvals Required: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Would like a longer comment period. 
 
 9. Land Use: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Turns residential neighborhoods into commercial use (suburban atmosphere). 
   * Campers would not have pride of ownership, no concern for the resource. 
   * Large commercial proposal is not compatible with current land use. 
   * Approval would set a precedent for high density projects. 
   * What happens if campground owners purchase lake property? 
   * Loss of resorts was offset by construction of new homes. 
   * Multiple families share single lots to make them affordable.   
   * Concern with permanent RVs having decks and skirting. 
 
 10. Cover Types: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Wetland destruction - due to increased boat and vehicle traffic. 
   * There is no wetland or wildlife area. 
   * Owners are going to add more trees and shrubs which will enhance the area. 
   * Has property been walked and viewed (rare plant communities) in a vegetative state? 
   * How is this calculation made (chart)? 
 
 11. Fish, Wildlife, and Ecologically Sensitive Resources: 
   Public Comment: 
   * Concern with fish population. 
   * Enough fishing pressure already. 
 
 12. Physical Impacts on Water Resources: 
    
 
 13. Water Use: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Would be a drain on underground well water. 
   * Will water treatment be required? 
   * Lack of detail on proposed wells. 
 
 14. Water-Related Land Use Management District: 
   * Limited discussion regarding compatibility. 
 
 15. Water Surface Use: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Increase in watercraft. 
   * Boat traffic has decreased over the years (grew-up in area). 
   * Otter Tail Lake is not private playground. 
   * Lake is very underutilized, never had a problem. 
   * Overcrowding of lake. 
   * Loss of resorts has resulted in less lake use. 
   * Most campers do not have watercraft (love to camp). 
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   * Increase in boat traffic on any one lake would be minimal. 
   * Campers have the choice of many area lakes. 
   * Deterioration of the lake due to fishing tournaments. 
   * Significant number of campers will bring boats; therefore will be an increase of 

watercraft on area lakes. 
   * Already a problem with people either unaware or ignoring boating rules/laws. 
   * Boat traffic is only noticeable during fishing tournaments. 
 
 16. Erosion and Sedimentation: 
   * Soils (type and slope) within this property will be subject to erosion. 
   * Project will increase impervious surface. 
 
 17. Water Quality:  Surface Runoff: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Increase in surface water runoff. 
   * Increase in boat traffic. 
   * Boat motors chewing up aquatic vegetation. 
   * Property does drain toward Otter Tail Lake via a 30” culvert under State Hwy 78 & a 

smaller culvert under Highland Loop. 
   * Water depth is not adequate for additional watercraft (stir-up lake bottom sediment). 
   * Lake pollution from engines and from sewage. 
   * Additional phosphate leaching into the lake. 
   * Groomed lawns have replaced the minimum maintenance yards (increase of fertilizer 

run-off into lake). 
 
 18. Water Quality:  Wastewaters: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Insure septic system is done properly and will not contaminate ground or surface 

waters. 
   * Possible contamination of area water supplies due to commercial demands of a large 

campground. 
   * Septic system will have to be built to exiting codes. 
   * Lack of detail/calculations regarding quantities of wastewater produced and/or treated. 
   * With the availability of alternative lodging, individual property owners’ septic systems 

would have less of a burden. 
 
 19. Geologic Hazards and Soil Conditions: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Drainage into groundwater. 
   * Groundwater draining to Otter Tail Lake. 
 
 20. Solid Wastes, Hazardous Wastes, Storage Tanks: 
   Public Comments: 

* More chance of garbage into the lake. 
* Increase in litter. 
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 21. Traffic: 
   Public Comments:  
   * Increase in traffic (variety of vehicles, rolling terrain), State Hwy 78, CSAH 5 & 295th St. 

– safety. 
   * Effect on walkers, joggers & bike riders (295th St & State Hwy 78). 
   * Lack of expert evaluation for capacity of 295th St. 
   * Potato trucks and drunk drivers are biggest concerns. 
   * Not having lake access will encourage vehicle traffic. 
   * Intersection of State Hwy 78 and Co Hwy 5 is dangerous. 
   * Increase in foot and bike traffic (narrow road shoulder). 
   * Highway traffic should not be a problem (due to loss of resorts & improved roads). 
   * Speed limit is not followed (safety). 
   * Highway congestion & damage from construction equipment, supplies & workforce. 
   * Pedestrian traffic crossing State Hwy 78. 
   * Existing individuals/groups walking down highway (sides and/or center). 
   * Safety concerns for boaters and State Hwy 78 traffic and pedestrian traffic. 
   * Is there a zoning law requiring 2 parking spaces for each RV? 
   * How was the value of 68 vehicles (trip generation rate) arrived at? 
   * Design of the project minimizes the effect of increased traffic by having the entry point 

come from the Township Road. 
   * Proposed operation would not result in daily ingress and egress by the RVs. 
   * This project will not increase traffic volume (i.e. establishment of Thumper Pond). 
   * A current traffic impact study should be prepared. 
   * Traffic would not be a problem since people come & go at different times. 
   * Once an RV is parked in its spot, it does not go anywhere. 
   * Only about 5-10% of campers (campgrounds) pull boats. 
   * Currently, little traffic concerns. 
   * Hwy 78 is a State Hwy and it is expected there will be traffic on the road. 

   Agency Response – MN DOT: 
   * The Plat shows access from development onto 295th St. and onto CSAH 5 (no direct 

access to State Hwy 78). 
   * MN DOT has a project from Battle Lake to Perham scheduled for 2013, which includes 

a northbound right-turn lane from State Hwy 78 to CSAH 5. 
   * The Wayside Rest is considered a scenic by-way for overlooking Otter Tail Lake, it is 

not considered a swimming area; the facility (picnic tables and restroom) may be 
used for its intended purpose. 

   * In its current condition, State Hwy 78 between the proposed project and the Wayside 
Rest, has narrow shoulders and trees within its right-of-way, therefore pedestrian 
traffic needs to proceed with caution. 

 
 22. Vehicle-Related Air Emissions: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Should provide a better response to traffic counts. 
 
 23. Stationary Source Air Emissions: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Increased campfire smoke. 
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 24. Odors, Noise and Dust: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Dust control on 295th St. 
   * Increase in noise, music, dog barking and park air conditioners. 
   * Sewer smells. 
   * Per operation plan, quiet hours begin at 10:00 p.m. 
 
 25. Nearby Resources: 
   * There are several well-known Native American Sites within miles of the site. 
 
 26. Visual Impacts: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Increase in light pollution. 
   * Eyesore to lakeshore area (especially if management changes frequently &/or has 

absentee manager). 
   * A scattering of beverage cans. 
   * The scenic impact of Otter Tail Lake. 
   * No negative visual impact on area. 
 
 27. Compatibility With Plans and Land Use Regulations: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Inconsistency – Guest Houses/campers are not allowed on single family lots. 
   * Zoning change without notification. 
   * Not compatible with the residential, lake experience and/or farming areas. 
   * Time of year which project is being discussed (limits public input). 
   * Been on the lake over 30 years, watched it change with the number of people, cabins 

and campgrounds to more year around and more statuesque place on the lake. 
   * Inconsistent with Shoreland Management Ordinance. 
   * Should be allowed if meets legal requirements & not located on lakeshore. 
   * Location should be where they have their own lake frontage or on another lake in area. 
   * Aggressive activity of individuals and autos. 
   * Proposed project is compatible with the advertised and real use of the area. 
   * Lakes belong to everyone; need to ensure legal responsibility for care and maintenance 

of adjacent lakeshore property. 
   * Cluster Development contradicts State Subdivision Control Laws. 
   * Is this a residential development? 
   * Traffic and trespassing laws are in place. 
   * Most campers will abide by the rules enforced by owners. 
   * Compatible for the area and current lake life, this has been a vacation area for decades. 
   * Property owners have the right to use their property in a manner that does not 

negatively impact neighbors. 
   * Building construction will have to be built to existing codes. 
   * Campers are happy to relax around the campfire, taking advantage of amenities at the 

campground, with excursions to points of interest in the area. 
   * Development will not enhance lake area. 
   * Widened turn lane would only partially address traffic. 
   * State regulations govern the construction and operation of campgrounds and RV parks, 

address density & relieve concerns regarding environmental impact on the site and 
area. 



Summary “Homestead at Ottertail RV Park & Resort” 
EAW Comments Received February 18 – March 20, 2013: Page 7 

 

 
   * Campground would provide a good mix of modern amenities and nature (hiking, 

picnicking, campers never leave the grounds). 
   * Potential for lake access through relatives’ property. 
 
 28. Impact on Infrastructure and Public Services: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Increase usage/overcrowding of Public Park and boat launch(es). 
   * Additional Law Enforcement (traffic). 
   * Fishing Tournaments have largest impact on boat access and lake traffic. 
   * Lack of public beaches. 
   * Wayside Rest Stop not intended to provide lake access for a commercial venture. 
   * Additional cost to taxpayers for widened and newly paved road and increased police/fire 

protection. 
   * Reaching Otter Tail Lake from Wayside Rest is a safety challenge (conditions of stairs). 
   * Need for an additional boat landing on east side of lake. 
   * The water belongs to all. 
   * Overcrowding of accesses / parking on both sides of road. 
   * No need as there are already such facilities. 
   * Boat landings are not overtaxed, over-flowing or crowded and are for public use. 
   * Will increase work/expense on the County (new boat launching areas, road 

construction/upkeep and Invasive plants & animals). 
   * It will enhance the quality of life for residents, as the tax base of the County will be 

positively increased. 
   * Our lakes, parks and public accesses are just that “public”. 
   * Who pays for improvements and dust control on the Township Road? 
   * Need for additional staff at Wayside rest (who pays?). 
   * There are many other fishing lakes in the area with empty landings. 
   * Public Accesses are paid for by fishermen through license fees. 
   * Very seldom are there cars at the Wayside Rest, it is underused. 
   * Nearest public boat access is on Lake Ethel, with many boat launching areas on 

different lakes within 10 miles. 
   * State Hwy 78 is scheduled to be resurfaced with a right turn lane at theintersection with 

County Hwy 5, will implement any additional traffic safeguards. 
   * Alternative directions for campers other than State Hwy 78 and County Hwy 5. 
   * Local roads will have no problem handling small amount of traffic. 
   * Is the proposed State Hwy upgrade being done in response to this proposal? 
   * Already taxed to death with no services, road maintenance, sewers, and wells. 
 
 29. Cumulative Potential Effects: 
   Public Comments: 
   * There is lakefront property for sale across State Highway 78 (across from project site). 
   * Privacy and safety needs to be upheld. 
 
 30. Other Potential Environmental Issues: 
   Public Comments: 
   * Increased threat of invasive species (aquatic & terrestrial). 
   * Trespassing on private property is already a serious problem (i.e. along the shoreline). 
   * Never found campers to be bad citizens or neighbors. 
   * Concern about pollution. 
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   * Many developers over-promise and under-deliver on quality and environmental effects. 
   * Increased trespassing will not be an issue. 
   * Fishermen take extra precautions to reduce the spread of invasive species. 
   * Invasive species is a statewide concern, not an excuse to keep people off a public lake. 
   * Boats kept at campground will be openly available for inspection by conservation 

officers & fellow fishermen, helping protect their favorite resource. 
   * Most campers are considerate of other people’s property (trespassing is not an issue). 
   * Trespassing is already against the law. 
   * Residents will not likely be long term residents concerned about our lakes. 
   * I have never witnessed anyone trespassing. 
   * County’s decision to allow one of the lakes infested with Zebra Mussels to overflow into 

the Otter Tail River. 
   * Pets running loose. 
   * Anyone living in an area (short or long term), has an impact on the environment every 

day. 
   * Due to fishing tournaments, there is already an increased risk of invasive species. 
 
 31. Summary of Issues: 
   Public Comment: 
   * The EAW does not provide sufficient information that will help the County make an 

informed decision. 
   * The EAW is incomplete, more information should be provided. 
   * Concerns needing satisfactory answers include highway, lake & public access traffic 

and potential invasive species. 
   * “The way things were” is usually defined by the point in time in which the responders 

themselves became part of growth. 
   * Entrepreneurship is what this Country was founded on. 
   * There is no negative impact. 
 


