
Bill Kalar

From: Beth Horlocker <beth6739@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 23, 2013 2:42 PM
To: Bill Kalar

Subject: Ottertail RVpark & resort

Dear sirs,

I hope I am not to late, as my answer would definately be NO! That would be terrible for our beautiful lake area.

Thank you.

Beth Horlocker

P.S. I am in California and get my mail late.

N.$>



Bill Kalar

From: Jan Nermoe <nermoej@arvig.net>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2013 4:23 PM
To: Bill Kalar

Subject: Homstead at Ottertail

©

%C£/
Bill Forwarding Elizabeth's letter to you. Thanks.

L^No «S
'OU,̂— Original message —

Subject: friends of ot lake
From: Elizabeth Nagle <otlake(5)arviq.net>
To: <nermoei(5)arviq.net>

Date: Thursday, 21/03/2013 4:17 PM

sorry i missed the deadline but wanted to express my opposition to the proposed rv park and resort proposed
for the junction of #5 and hwy 78 .
liz nagle
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From: mariannefrees-3ndfrees@gmail.com>
Subject: E.A.W,- Homestead at OKertstl

Date: March 20, 2013 4:03:05 PM CDT
/foPbkalsr@co.ottBrtall.mn.usT_^
^Tt: "laurlStr&tler^inimmail.COrfi" •
• 1 Attachment, 9.6 KB

Dear Mr, Kaler:

I am forwarding comments on the above subject.

David Freest
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m
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March 19, 2013

David and Marianne Frees

30659 State Highway 78
Ottertail, MN 56571

Land and Resource Management
540 West Fir

Fergus Falls, MN 56537

0611 RICHFIELD FEDEX

RECEIVED

LAND &RESOURCE

RE: Homestead at Ottertail Park and Resort

PASE 02/08

lof7

Dear Mr. Kaler:

My wife and I live on Highway 78 approximately two miles
north ofthe proposed campground (or project). Iam aretired
Registered Civil Engineer and Architect. Ihave reviewed the
E.A.W. dated January 17, 2013, and offer thefollowing
comments:

ITEM 6b The proposed campground WOULD have access
to Ottertail Lake through the nearby State Park and Beach,
which is within 1/3 mile ofthe project and across Hwy 78.
Further access is available at the three D.N.R. boat landings on
the lake, the nearest being 'Pelican Bay' three miles north ofthe
proposed campground on Hwy 78. These are the only accesses
developed, maintained, and intendedfor general public use.
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ITEM 9 There is a dairy farm adjacent to the southern

boundary ofthe project within about 400'. 295th Street exits
Hwy 78 and passes northerly between the barn and residence.
Southerly winds would carry odors and noise through the
campground. The noise would be aproblem as farmers do not
have a 'quiet time' and frequently run equipment at night
Northbound campers/visitors would be directed by G.P.S. to
turn at the south entrance of295th St., directly through the
farmstead. Camper traffic going southbound on Hwy 78 might
also prefer going southbound on 295th Street because it is
approximately one mile closer than using highway 5. Dust
would be an issue for the dairy farm. The township has agreed
to use taxpayer money to help pay for dust control. lam not
pleased to use my tax money to provide dust control on 295th
Street for aproject that should not happen. Farm noise could
cause barking by the campers' dogs at all hours. Farm dogs
could freely roam the campground. The above issues would not
be compatible with either the farm or the campers and could
create considerable friction.

ITEM 12 'Woodland Resort' is a campground at the south
end ofOttertail Lake and is aclose comparison to the proposed
campground. Iwas unable to contact the 'Woodland' owners,
but did talk with the former owner of 'Vacationland Resort' who
lives adjacent to 'Woodland'. She stated that most occupants at
Woodland have watercraft. It seems most likely campers at
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the project would also have watercraft. The main reason tourists
come to our area isfor water recreation andfishing. Ottertail
Lake, Ottertail River, and other connecting lakes and rivers
would have increased exposure to invasive species from the
transient camper watercraft. It is not the permanent residents
who pose a threat to our waters because our boats are mostly
captive to the lake. Perhaps campground owners should be
paying for a share ofthe DNR inspections since their customers
could likely cause the infestations. It is presently paid for by
lakeshore owners.

ITEM 15 There are many days in the summer when the boat
landings are very crowded. Especially the 'Pelican Bay' landing
which has avery attractive beach. The burden ofadditional
'project' watercraft and trailers and swimmers may cause
congestion and force parking on the shoulders ofHwy 78.
Additional boat use ivill exacerbate the practice ofpowering
boats onto trailers, creating holes near the dock and ashallow
sand bar around the loading stations. Boaters have to get out of
their boats and pull them across the sand bars. Shallow lake level
and increasing use ofthe landing has caused this problem to get
worse.

The increase in watercraft will also make the lake more
dangerous. Sometimes it is hazardous now to take my
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grandchildren skiing and tubing. Because ofthe shallow nature
ofthe lake, swimmers are often near boat traffic. Adding the
camper watercraft would make it even worse.

We live on Hwy 78 between 'Pelican Bay' and the State Park/
Wayside Rest. This is an extremely dangerous stretch of
highway with poor visibility and multiple yellow lines. The
State Park would be used as a boating base and swimming beach
by campers. We are concerned about the increased traffic on the
highway and the lake. Many cabins (including ours) have blind
accesses to the highway, so this project makes it even more
dangerous to pull out onto the highway or cross the highway to
pick up our mail.

ITEM 18 Even though sewer systems have been upgraded
over the years and laam fertilizers improved for adjacent lake
use, we have noticed an increase in lake weeds. The proposed
185 camp sites would discharge sewage equivalent to 185
seasonal cabins; only it would be discharged at one location.
There would also be a swimming pool discharge ofchlorine. The
water table is stated at 20', with aflow gradient toward the lake.
This effluent could cause an increase in lake weeds and could
affect the quality ofground water in the area.
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ITEM 21 To use "Average Trip Generationfor 5 of7
Campgrounds and RV Parks" would be erroneous. This is a
special application ofhaving an already busy state highway
between the 'project' and where the campers want to be. This is
not an average RV Park situation. I am quite confident that
peak traffic on 78 wouldfrequently be high enough to trigger a
Traffic Impact Study by MNDOT. The traffic map, provided in
the E.A.W. dated 2009, shows a traffic load of1650 cars per day
on Hwy 78 between Hwy 5 and Hwy 108. Ifthe campground is
full and each camper goes north twice a day on Hwy 78, that
would be 740 trips for a total of2390 trips per day or 110 trips
short ofthe 2500 trips required to trigger a traffic impact study.
The increase in traffic between 2009 and 2013 would be at least
110 vehicles per day, thus requiring the study.

Ibelieve there would be more project trafficfrom the north than
from the south. Northbound traffic can make aright turn at the
south entrance of295th St. or Hwy 5. Once in the campground,
most traffic will come and go north on 78 to Perham, Ottertail
City, the State Park, and the boat landing. They would return
on 78 southbound. This is aparticularly dangerous section of
Hwy 78 with double yellow lines and ahill to the north and
south ofHwy 5. The problem is NOT the northbound traffic,
but IS the southbound traffic. Much ofthe arriving northbound
project traffic would turn at the south entrance to 295th St.
Southbound traffic would have to cross double yellow lines to
turn left on Hwy 5 which could cause traffic backup on Hwy 78.
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The highway improvement referred to in Section 21 per Justin
KnopfofDetroit Lakes MNDOT is a 3" asphalt overlayfrom
Battle Lake to Perham. The project also includes culvert
replacement. There are no plans to improve safety by changing
either vertical or horizontal alignment. The yellow no passing
lines would remain where they are.

ITEM 25 The State Park and Beach are within 1/3 mile of
the 'project'. The only way to get between the two is Hwy 78,
which has double yellow lines most ofthe way. It is reasonable
to expect significant pedestrian traffic on Hwy 78: young
children (some ofwhom could be in the care ofolder siblings),
teenagers whose minds are not on traffic safety, or elderly who
might not be able to outrun abig truck rumbling down the road
at 70 mph. This is not an exaggeration - it has happened in
front ofour own cabin.

My husband and Iwent camping on our honeymoon and have
continued tent camping with ourfamily for the last 50years. It
is an incredible experience in the right setting. A campground
separatedfrom camper attractions by this extremely busy,
dangerous highway would be an experience that could end up a
nightmare. We do notfeel that any benefits derivedfor the
general public and residents are worth the risks. Approval ofthis
project could set a precedentfor "Back Lot Development".
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Our love ofOttertail Lake goes back three generations. My
Grandfather built a home in the early part ofthe last century.
Both ofour parents built homes on Ottertail and retired there
year round to live out their lives. Marianne'sfather, Bud
Beeson, worked endlessly on the sewer project to protect the
quality ofthe lake water. Now it is our turn to speak up to
protect Ottertail We have no desire to have Ottertail modeled
after the Brainerd area.

Sincerely,
David and Marianne Trees



<£>
Bill Kalar

From: Alicia Kropuenske <jakrop@yahoo.com> £>£.
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2013 9:18 AM £"/{/£•
To: Bill Kalar

Subject: Beth & Greg Swanberg Campqround Project i A.

Dear Mr. Kalar- *****

I am writing in favorable response to Beth & Greg Swanbergs campground project. My husband & I are
campground owners in Baileys Harbor, WI and Fish Creek, WI and thought I could shed some positive light on
their project. Our campgronds are both located in small towns that thrive on Tourism. Our Baileys Grove •
campground has 95 sites and is located just outside of town, in a neighborhood and is 3/4 of a mile from the
public boat launch on Lake Michigan. There are two additional campgrounds that have 80 and 85 site
capabilites all within a quarter mile from our campground. That is a total of 260 campsites within a mile from
Lake Michigan and located in a town with less than 400 people. All three of our campgrounds thrive and offer
a wonderful vacation spot for young and old alike. Our campers bring business to our restaurants, grocery
stores and gas stations. They are also buying fishing licenses and State Park stickers. With our close proximity
to Lake Michigan, I would guess that only 15% of our camping guests make use of the public boat launch. Just
because people are camping, doesn't always mean they are going to be using the boat launch.

We have been running our campground for 6 seasons, going on our 7th season. During this time, we have
encountered responsible campers who respect nature and those around them. The opposing points seem to
make campers look like criminals....thoughts of trespassing, noise and partying. All of these items can be
addressed as the campers check in for their stay. In the 6 years of owning our campground, I can count on one
handthe amount of noise complaints we have received, and these have been from inside the campground. Our
neighbors have not had any problems with noise, trespassing or disrespect to their property.

I would hope the land owners in Minnesota would open their minds to the positives that a new campground
would bring to the area.

Thanks for your time,

Alicia & Josh Kropuenske
Baileys Grove Campground
Fish Creek Campground
http://www.bailevsgrovecampground.com/
http://www.fishcreekcampground.com/
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Bill Kalar

From: Marty Frampton <martyaf44@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2013 9:03 AM
To: Bill Kalar

Subject: Rv park and resort

Our family has had a lake home at Ottertail for 95 years. We oppose having a 185 unit cluster development at the
junction of hwy78 and cr 5. It will change the unique living experience we now have at ottertail. It will increase traffic
on the roads and in the water. We need to preserve what we have at ottertail lake. We come from Colorado every
summer just to experience the joy of living in the quiet, pristine environment ottertail lake provides. Thank you for
reconsidering the need for this new development. Marty and Dave Frampton

Sent from my iPad

°^0
<4l£
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Bill Kalar

From: Ed Janssen <efjanssen@earthlink.net> '^^•OP\\tSi\
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2013 9:46 PM
To: Bill Kalar

Subject: Fwd: RV Park , ..,

Hi Bill:

I thought 1saw somewhere that they were taking comments on the proposed RV Park just on the other side of 78 from
Ottertail until March 20th, and of course I waited until the last minute.

It doesn't make a lot of sense to me. The traffic on that stretch of highway would be greatly increased and
dangerous. And they do not have the public access of public beaches needed to accomidate that type of increase in
traffic.

I am sure it makes financial sense to the potential owners, or they would not be proposing it, but they already have that
type of high density facilities on that end of the lake.

Just my two sense worth.

Thanks.

Ed Janssen

612-619-3397

From: "Lynn Melchior" <LvnnM@arvig.net>
Date: March 20, 2013, 8:34:02 PM CDT

To: '"Ed Janssen'" <EdJanssen@ubb.com>

Subject: RE: RV Park

Ed,

I would direct the comments to Bill Kalar of Otter Tail County:

bkalar@co.ottertail.mn.us.

Sorry for the late reply- Iwork another job during the day!

Lynn

From: Ed Janssen |mailto:EdJanssen(a)ubb,coml
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2013 10:08 AM
To: LynnM@arviq.net
Subject: RV Park

I apologize for the late request, but how/where do we comment on the proposed
RV park? I believe today is the last day to comment.



Thank you.

Ed Janssen

612-619-3397(0)

Email is not a secure transmission medium and should not be used to

communicate

confidential information. If you elect to send or receive information via
email, United Bankers1 Bank cannot assure its security and will not be liable
if it is intercepted or viewed by another party. By continuing to use e-mail,
you are agreeing to accept this risk.

Email is not a secure transmission medium and should not be used to communicate

confidential information. If you elect to send or receive information via
email, United Bankers' Bank cannot assure its security and will not be liable
if it is intercepted or viewedby anotherparty. By continuing to use e-mail,
you are agreeing to accept this risk.



Bill Kalar

From: Gary Ecklund <GaryEcklund@rockriverlaw.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2013 8:45 PM
To: Bill Kalar

Sir

®

%C'%,'$>

^
I own a cottage on Otter Tail Lake on route 78 (30581).

I object to the granting of the Petition filed to permit the development proposed at the corner of Route 5 and Route 78.
In my opinion the development will increase traffic on both roads and create safety issues. The residents will need to
cross Route 78 to have access to the lake. Unattended children which there will be will be at risk.

On holidays when family like to gather the problem will be worse. Also think of the times when the potato trucks are
running.

I respectfully request that the Petition be denied. Thank you for your consideration.

Gary Ecklund

Sent from my iPad



Bill Kalar

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:

Attachments:

Q

Tegdesch, Elizabeth (MPCA) <elizabeth.tegdesch@state.mn.us>
Wednesday, March 20, 2013 4:39 PM
Bill Kalar

Kromar, Karen (MPCA); Affeldt, Craig (MPCA); Christensen, Holly (MPCA); Stark, Steven
(MPCA); Ziegler, Jim (MPCA); Scheirer, Lisa (MPCA)
MPCA Comment Letter - Homestead at Ottertail RV Park & Resort EAW

Homestead at Ottertail RV Park-Resort EAW.pdf

Attached are the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's comments on the Homestead at Ottertail RV Park & Resort
Environmental Assessment Worksheet. A paper copy will follow by U.S. mail.

Please acknowledge receipt of this comment letter to Karen Kromar at karen.kromar(5)state.mn.us

Thank you.

Beth Tegdesch
Environmental Review/EQB Support
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

651-757-2100



Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520Lafayette Road North | St Paul Minnesota 55155-4194 | 651-296-6300

800-657-3864 | 651-282-5332 TTY | www.pca.state.mn.us | Equal Opportunity Employer

March 20,2013

Mr. Bill Kaler

Administrator

Otter Tail County, Land and Resource Management
540 West Fir

Fergus Falls, MN 56537

Re: Homestead at Ottertail RV Park & Resort Environmental Assessment Worksheet

Dear Mr. Kaler:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Environmental Assessment Worksheet for
the Homestead at Ottertail RV Park& Resort project (Project) located in Otter Tail County, Minnesota.
The Project consists of construction of a 185 unit recreational vehicle (RV) park and associated
amenities. Regardingmatters for which the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has regulatory
responsibility and other interests, the MPCA staff has the following comments for your consideration.

Water Qualify: WWtWHw (^m 1?)
This section of the EAWindicates the project proposer is planningto construct one or more large sub
surface treatment systems (LSTS) for wastewater treatment. According to Item 8 of the EAW, an MPCA
permit is required for the LSTS. With the size of the resort/park, MPCA staff concurs that a permit is
required and must be obtained priorto any type of construction of the collection system or wastewater
treatment systems. The permit application checklist and permit application forms are located at:
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/wat
forms/water-permit-application-forms.html. The permit application forms should be sent to the address
on the forms (520 Lafayette Road, St. Paul). In additionto the permit, the facility owner must also
submit plansand specificationsto the MPCA for approval and obtain the approval priorto any
construction. Plans and specifications should be sent to Vinod Sathyaseelan -218-846-8135, MPCA,
714 Lake Avenue, Suite 220, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501.

Please note that for LSTSs with a design flow exceeding 10,000 gallons per day, the MPCA requiresthe
wastewater system to be designed by a professionalengineer, not a Subsurface Sewage Treatment
System (SSTS) designer. For additional information please see the MPCA guidance "Design Guidance for
Large Subsurface Wastewater Treatment Systems" on the MPCA website located at:
http://iAww>pca.state.mn.us/tndex.php/view



Mr. Bill Kaler

Page 2

March 20,2013

We appreciate the opportunity to review this project. Please provide your specific responses to our
comments and notice of decision on the need for an Environmental Impact Statement. Please be aware
that this letter does not constitute approval by the MPCA of any or all elements of the Project for the
purpose of pending or future permit action(s) by the MPCA. Ultimately, it is the responsibility of the
Project proposer to secure any required permits and to comply with any requisite permit conditions. If
you have any questions concerning our review of this EAW please contact me at 651-757-2508.

Sincerely,

Karen Kromar

Planner Principal
Environmental Review Unit

Resource Management and Assistance Division

KK:bt

cc: CraigAffeldt, MPCA, St. Paul
Holly Christensen, MPCA, Detroit Lakes
Steve Stark, MPCA, Detroit Lakes

Jim Ziegler, MPCA, Detroit Lakes
Paul Scheirer, MPCA, Detroit Lakes
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March 20, 2013

Mr. Bill Kaler

Administrator

Otter Tail County, Land and Resource Management
540 West Fir

Fergus Falls, MN 56537

Re: Homestead at Ottertail RV Park & Resort Environmental Assessment Worksheet

Dear Mr. Kaler:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Environmental Assessment Worksheet for
the Homestead at Ottertail RV Park & Resort project (Project) located in Otter Tail County, Minnesota.
The Project consists of construction of a 185 unit recreational vehicle (RV) park and associated
amenities. Regarding matters for which the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has regulatory
responsibility and other interests, the MPCA staff has the following comments for your consideration.

Water Quality: Wastewaters (Item 18)

This section of the EAW indicates the project proposer is planning to construct one or more large sub
surface treatment systems (LSTS) for wastewater treatment. According to Item 8 of the EAW, an MPCA
permit is required for the LSTS. With the size of the resort/park, MPCA staff concurs that a permit is
required and must be obtained prior to any type of construction of the collection system or wastewater
treatment systems. The permit application checklist and permit application forms are located at:
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-permits-and-rules/water-permits-and-

forms/water-permit-application-forms.html. The permit application forms should be sent to the address
on the forms (520 Lafayette Road, St. Paul). In addition to the permit, the facility owner must also
submit plans and specifications to the MPCA for approval and obtain the approval prior to any
construction. Plans and specifications should be sent to Vinod Sathyaseelan -218-846-8135, MPCA,
714 Lake Avenue, Suite 220, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501.

Please note that for LSTSs with a design flow exceeding 10,000 gallons per day, the MPCA requires the
wastewater system to be designed by a professional engineer, not a Subsurface Sewage Treatment
System (SSTS) designer. For additional information please see the MPCA guidance "Design Guidance for
Large Subsurface Wastewater Treatment Systems" on the MPCA website located at:
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/view-document.html?gid=5179



Mr. Bill Kaler

Page 2

March 20, 2013

We appreciate the opportunity to review this project. Please provide your specific responses to our
comments and notice of decision on the need for an Environmental Impact Statement. Please be aware
that this letter does not constitute approval by the MPCA of any or all elements of the Project for the
purpose of pending or future permit action(s) by the MPCA. Ultimately, it is the responsibility of the
Project proposer to secure any required permits and to comply with any requisite permit conditions. If
you have any questions concerning our review of this EAW please contact me at 651-757-2508.

Sincerely,

Karen Kromar

Planner Principal
Environmental Review Unit

Resource Management and Assistance Division

KK:bt

cc: Craig Affeldt, MPCA, St. Paul
Holly Christensen, MPCA, Detroit Lakes
Steve Stark, MPCA, Detroit Lakes

Jim Ziegler, MPCA, Detroit Lakes
Paul Scheirer, MPCA, Detroit Lakes


