
August 31, 2017 @ 7:00 pm – Meeting with Leon Lake Property Owners in regards to the Concept of Fish 
Passage at Phelps Mill Dam. 
15 Individuals Present. 
 
MNDNR presented how this project came about and what OtterTail County, MNDNR and Houston 
Engineering Inc. initially discussed as potential fish passage options.  Those ideas included: 1) 9 foot 
fishway on westerly most bay 2) a new fish like channel west of the existing river 3) complete removal of 
the dam and installing a full width rock rapids 4) removal of the dam except the eastern portion nearest 
the Mill Building and installing a rock arch rapids.  The two viable options that are currently proposed 
are #1 and #4.  Option #1 would require less modification on the dam.  While Option #4 provides the 
best opportunity to preserve and enhance the Mill Buildings/Structures and Park while reconnecting the 
OtterTail River.  Benefits of reconnecting the river include 1) new recreational opportunities 2) allowing 
fish passage under all flow regimes, and 3) creating a safer site to visit.  It was also noted that the Park is 
a Historic District, so the documents prepared on the various options will be used to support the 
selected design in the SPHO review process. 
 
Below is a summary of the questions and concerns heard at the meeting.   
 

• How is this project going to affect Leon Lake’s water level?  How do you guarantee that this 
project won’t change existing Leon Lake’s water levels?  How is it going to be monitored?  Who 
fixes the problem if one should arise? 

• Is this going to allow the general public into Leon Lake? 
• Why would you want to remove the dam as it is Historic and part of History?   
• Enjoy the sound and site of the water going over the dam. 
• What is the anticipated cost of this project?  Who is going to pay for the project?   
• What is the time frame?  How soon would a project start? 
• Why hasn’t the public been made more aware of this project?  More outreach is needed. 
• Why can’t you build a fishway/ladder on the 9 foot west bay, downstream? 
• We like our little peaceful Leon Lake and we don’t want that to change. 
• Concerned that any changes could bring future negative ecological impacts. 
• Has the County and MNDNR considered the amount of tourism that Phelps Mill brings to the 

area. 
• Why fish passage at the Phelps Mill site?  Are there other plans, as there are dams both 

upstream and downstream of Phelps Mill?   
• Do lake sturgeon need to just make it up river?  How far do they need to go?  Are the outlet 

dams on the upstream lakes fish barriers?  What habitat do lake sturgeon use for spawning? 
• Concerns about decreased property values because of the project. 
• Why can’t we just leave the dam as is?  Don’t want to see it change. 
• Concerned that any change in water levels above or below the project site will have a negative 

impact on the wild rice beds and the county park area. 
• It was noted a couple times that there needs to be more of an effort to make the public aware 

of this project, so that it doesn’t appear to be hidden or being pushed through. 
 
 
 


