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Memo 
Date:  December 29, 2017 

To:  All Assessors 

From:  Information and Education Section 
Property Tax Division 

RE: Updated Homestead Application 

The Property Tax Division is pleased to provide you with an updated homestead application. Similar to most recent 
homestead applications released by the Property Tax Division, this application may be used for:  

• Owner-occupied homesteads (residential and agricultural)
• Relative homesteads (residential and agricultural)
• Trust homesteads (residential and agricultural)

2017 law change requires the name and Social Security number (SSN) of the applicant’s spouse be included on the 
homestead application, whether the spouse lives at the requested homestead location or not.  This requirement also 
extends to the spouses of individuals applying for relative homestead.  

Prior to this amendment, language on the homestead application did not require the SSN of the applicant’s spouse if 
they did not occupy. The homestead application now reflects this law change. 

We have also made changes based on feedback provided by a number of counties, as well as feedback from non-
property tax experts to ensure the form would be understandable and usable by both county offices and the taxpayers 
completing it. We appreciate everyone who gave input as part of this collaborative effort.   

The changes to the most recent homestead application (issued in 2014) are not significant, they are laid out on page two 
of this memo. Our goal was to make the application easier to use for property owners and assessment administrators. 

Please remember, according to Minnesota Statutes, section 273.124 counties must use the application form for 
homestead benefits that is prescribed by the Commissioner of Revenue.  The form provides the layout to capture 
necessary data for the assessor to determine the type and percentage of homestead to grant. 

This form must be used for applications for homestead filed in 2018. 
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Sections of the Homestead Application and Changes Made 

Section Changes Made 

1: Property Information • Minor grammatical updates to the instructions.
• Added a question that asks the owner if the property is owned by a 

trust.  

2: Occupant Information • Minor grammatical changes to the instructions.
• Moved spouse information to a new section.
• Added ITIN to the SSN box.
• Added a “widow” option under marital status.

3: Spouse Information • New section for spouses only.
• Added the ITIN option to the SSN box.

4: Homestead Application • Minor grammatical updates to the instructions.
• Made minor wording changes to questions 2 and 5 of section 4B

(agricultural homestead).

5: Relative Homestead Application Minor grammatical changes and visual updates. 

6: Signatures Minor grammatical changes to instructions and signature boxes. 

Application Instructions • Grammatical changes.
• Added information on trust homesteads.
• Made the instructions easier to read and visually appealing.

Retention of Homestead Applications:  
Many counties have adopted the General Retention schedule for use of their own retention policies.  However, in order 
to comply with current law, the Department of Revenue recommends further retention guidelines of homestead 
applications: 

• Any time a property is granted homestead, the most current homestead application for that owner is retained
as long as homestead is in place. For example, if a property was purchased and homesteaded in 2010 and is still
under same ownership and still homesteaded, the initial application should still be kept on file in the assessor’s
office.  This way, so long as the owners are claiming this property as their primary residence, you will have
appropriate paper or electronic documentation attesting to this fact.

• If at any time ownership transfers (via sale or other means) so that the original homestead owner no longer
homesteads the property, the previous owner’s application should be held to the ten-year general records
retention schedule (or the county’s own schedule).

• If there is a change in marital status or the county assessor requests a new homestead application from a
taxpayer, the most current application should be kept on file and the prior applications held to the ten-year
general records retention schedule (or the county’s own schedule).

• As most property owners are not required to re-apply for homestead each year, it is assumed that
documentation will remain on file so long as homestead is given to a property.

Questions  
If you have questions about the new homestead application please contact the Information and Education Section at 
proptax.questions@state.mn.us  
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