
 

 

Otter Tail County Drainage Authority 
County Drainage (Ditch) System 70 

Public Hearing Meeting Minutes 
Government Services Center, Fergus Falls, MN 56537 

Monday, December 14, 2015 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners convened as the Otter Tail County Drainage Authority at 
7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 14, 2015 at the Otter Tail County Government Services Center in Fergus 
Falls, MN for purposes of discussing the Redetermination of Benefits and the Final Engineer’s Report for a 
proposed Improvement Project for this drainage system. 
 
John Lindquist, Chair welcomed the following persons from the public (drainage area) who were in 
attendance and who had also signed the attendance sheets: 
 Russell Dewey Mike Raciborski Brian Fronning 
 Ron Moe Larry Homuth Jeremy Fronning 
 David & Margaret Ford Paul Moe Christopher Steffen 
 Dennis & Karen Olson Gerhard Knutson Tim Risbrudt 
 Terry & Joyce Jackson  
 
The following individuals were in attendance representing the County Drainage Authority, County Staff, 
Ditch Viewers or the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR):   
 Doug Huebsch – 1st District Commissioner Wayne Johnson, 2nd District Commissioner 
 John Lindquist – Chair & 3rd District Commissioner Roger Froemming, 4th District Commissioner 
 David Hauser – County Attorney Kevin Fellbaum –Ditch Inspector 
 Rick West – Public Works Director Richard Bergquist – Ditch Viewer 
 Dennis Tigges – Ditch Viewer George Palmer – Ditch Viewer 
 Julie Aadland – DNR Hydrologist Jeff Langan – Engineer (Houston Engineering) 
 
Ditch Inspector Presentation: 
County Ditch Inspector, Kevin Fellbaum provided Ditch Proceedings information according to MN Statute 
103E.  Mr. Fellbaum’s PowerPoint presentation will be posted to the County’s official website.  The 
Redetermination of Benefits has been completed.  He indicated that this Public Hearing is an opportunity to 
explain why and how properties are viewed and valued.  He stated that this is the only time the assessed 
percentage on a benefitted property can be changed.  Mr. Fellbaum reviewed the history of  
Ditch 70 and provided relevant photos.  He provided maps showing the original determined benefits in 
1923 and the current, expanded benefitted area.  The presentation reviewed how properties are valued.  
Agricultural land is designated as Type A, B, C, or D land, with type A receiving the largest benefit and type 
D the lowest benefit.  The Ditch 70 lakeshore % of benefit was reported as $1,140,920 with a total Ditch 70 
benefit of $2,996,928.55. 
 
Ditch Viewers’ Report: 
Mr. Fellbaum reviewed the Viewers’ Report and outlined how each property owner could determine their 
Ditch 70 percentage of the total assessment.  He indicated that the proposed Improvement project is 
estimated at about $500,000. 
 
Written Comment: 
One written comment was received from Robert (Bob) Krai.  The County Attorney read the letter into the 
record.  Mr. Krai requested a reviewing of his property.  Attorney Hauser noted that the Drainage Authority 
must determine if the Viewers’ Report accurately reflects the value of each property.  If property owners 
have questions, the Public Hearing could be continued to give the Ditch Viewers time to review those 
properties. 
 
Public Comments Regarding the Ditch Viewers’ Report: 
The Public Hearing was opened to the public for comments and/or questions with the following individuals 
addressing the Drainage Authority: 
 Jeremy Fronning Mike Raciborski David Ford 
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The following is a summary of the public input shared by those individuals that choose to address the 
Board regarding the Ditch Viewers’ Report: 
 

 Property owners must contact Ditch Inspector, Kevin Fellbaum by the end of business day on 
Friday, December 18th in order to have their property looked at and reviewed for % of assessment 
on the Ditch 

 Discussion took place regarding the % of lakeshore properties vs percentage lakeshore properties 
are paying on the total Ditch. 

 It appears that there is 24% lakeshore on the Ditch who are paying 40% of the cost of repairs or 
improvements. 

 Discussion took place on how ag land is valued and how ag production is determined by a 
snapshot in time.  A suggestion was offered that an average over a period of time be used. 

 The value of Type D land was reviewed. 
 
County Attorney Hauser reported that the Drainage Authority will continue this Public Hearing to a date 
after properties have been looked at again and re-assessed. 
 
Proposed Improvement Project: 
At 7:52 p.m., Chairman Lindquist opened the Public Hearing to discuss the proposed Improvement Project 
for Ditch 70.  Attorney Hauser stated that the Drainage Authority needs to consider the Petition, Survey 
Report, Viewers’ Report and any testimony received from this Public Hearing.  If, following the Public 
Hearing, the Drainage Authority finds that benefits are less than the total cost of the proposed project, does 
not serve a public benefit, or is not practicable, the project should not proceed.  If findings show that the 
benefits are greater than the total cost of the project, serves a public purpose and is practicable, then the 
project should proceed.  This Public Hearing can be recessed and reconvened if needed.  The Board may 
direct the County Attorney to prepare an Order to adopt the project at a subsequent hearing.  Mr. Hauser 
read the DNR comments into the record. 
 
Engineer’s Report: 
Houston Engineer, Jeff Langan presented the Engineer’s Detailed Survey Report and explained the 
proposed Improvement project.  The Power Point presentation will be posted on the official County 
website.  The proposed Improvement project is an alternative (Alternative 3) to a repair and will benefit the 
whole drainage system.  The design is developed for a five year flood occurrence consisting of a ten day 
spring melt followed by a three day rain.  The proposed project shows significant improvement of 
drawdown time but does not significantly reduce the bounce variation.  County Ditch 52 is the outlet for this 
ditch and is adequate for increased flows.  The construction cost of the project is estimated at $350,000 so 
the County will need to bond for double that amount to include non–construction items such as an 
increased contingency fund, EAW and right of way expenses.  Mr. Langan’s findings are that the project, 
as submitted is practical and reasonable and should proceed.  He noted that some concerns have 
developed between the Preliminary Hearing and this final Public Hearing.  
 
Public Comments Regarding the Ditch 70 Improvement Project: 
At 8:34 p.m., Chair Lindquist opened the meeting to the public for comments/questions regarding the 
proposed Alternative 3 Ditch 70 Improvement Project with the following individuals addressing the 
Drainage Authority: 
 Jeremy Fronning Mike Raciborski David Ford 
 Chris Steffan Gerhard Knutson Gary Jackson 
 Joyce Jackson Brian Fronning 

 
The following is a summary of the public input shared by those individuals that chose to address the Board 
regarding the Ditch 70 Improvement Project: 
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 Concern that the project elevation of 1294.5’ will leave the bay too shallow at times and reduce the 
ability for those homeowners to use the lake on the bay. 

 Concern that the elevation of 1294.5’ is for the benefit of the agriculture lands that outlet into 
Sewell Lake but will be too low for the lake properties. 

 Looking at history, the elevation is too low and will affect Sewell Lake negatively. 
 Lake owners will be paying for a large portion of the project. 
 Request to re-engineer the design and set the elevation at 1296. 
 The proposed project, as is, will improve the water quality. 
 The project should be as designed as the lake level will be closer to 1296.5 with the improvement. 
 Discussion took place about the overflow (runout level) and the potential to wash out soil. 
 Discussion took place regarding the impact to farmers north of the culvert. 
 There was no opposition to the project – simply concern that the runout elevation is too low. 
 Several farmers to the north requested the lower elevation. 
 Concern was expressed as to conditions that could result if a drought is experienced. 
 Lower lake levels could decrease property values on Sewell Lake. 
 A suggestion was made that a catch basin design or weir design may provide a compromise and 

reduce large variations in the bounce as well. 
 Comment that in past years the lake has gone below 1294’ and the increased amount of shoreline 

and swamps that are being talked about did not occur. 
 
Continuation Hearing Scheduled: 
At 9:35 p.m., Commissioners recessed the Ditch 70 Public Hearing and scheduled a Ditch 70 Continued 
Hearing at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 26, 2016.  The purpose of the Ditch 70 continuation hearing 
will be to finalize/amend the Ditch 70 Viewers’ Report and the Engineer’s Detailed Report which could 
include additional information regarding a redesign of the drain. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Kathy Domholt 
Board Secretary 


