
Otter Tail County Drainage Authority
County Ditch Nos. 28 and 15

Benefit Redetermination Public Hearing Minutes
Government Services Center, Fergus Falls, MN

Monday, October 20, 2014 – 7:00 p.m.

The Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners convened as the Otter Tail County Drainage Authority at
7:00 p.m. on Monday, October 20, 2014, at the Government Services Center in Fergus Falls, MN, for the
purpose of reviewing the Redetermination of Benefits for Ditch Nos. 28 and 15 and to provide property
owners the opportunity to have their property value(s) reviewed. This public hearing is held as authorized
by Minnesota Statutes.  The following County Officials were present:

Doug Huebsch, First District Commissioner
Wayne D. Johnson, Chair – Second District Commissioner
John Lindquist – Third District Commissioner
Roger Froemming – Fourth District Commissioner
Lee Rogness – Fifth District Commissioner
David Hauser – County Attorney
Wayne Stein - Auditor
Kevin Fellbaum – County Ditch Inspector
Kathy Domholt – County Administration
Ditch Viewer, Kevin Brennan
Ditch Viewer, Mike Johnson
Ditch Viewer, Tiny Holm

The following persons from the public were in attendance and signed the attendance roster:
Mike Holstrom Becky Roberts Mark Steuart
Ben Hovde Shawn Donais Nate Seeger

One letter was received by Larry Krohn and is made a part of this record.

Chairman Johnson welcomed everyone in attendance, provided introductions, and stated the rules of the
Public Hearing.

Kevin Fellbaum, County Ditch Inspector, presented a power point presentation, which is incorporated as an
official part of the minutes. Mr. Fellbaum’s presentation addressed the following topics regarding the
Redetermination of Benefits and possible consolidation of the ditches:

 Ditch Proceedings
 Reason for Hearing
 Reason for Redetermination Process
 Reason for Possible Consolidation
 History of Ditches 15 and 28
 Background on the Ditch Viewing process under M.S. 103E (establishment of public drainage

systems)
 Land Descriptions – definition of A, B, C, and D Land
 Lake Lot Ditch Viewing
 Summary of Viewer’s Report which shows a total benefited area of $17,982,044.57

Discussion took place regarding; 1) irrigated land is more valuable than non-irrigated land because of
additional yield/crop potential and, 2) the lake lot values are not shown on the summary of Viewer’s Report.

At 7:21 p.m., Chairman Johnson opened the meeting to the floor for public comments. The following
persons addressed comments and/or questions to the Otter Tail County Drainage Authority, which are
briefly summarized:

Mike Holstrom Mark Steuart Rebecca Roberts
Nate Seeger Shawn Donais Ben Hovde
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 The reason for additional cost per acre for a building site was due to consideration of impervious
surfaces.

 Because lake lots are paying the largest amount of the assessments, it was suggested that this
Public Hearing should take place in the summer months when more cabin owners are in the area.

 Property owners are allowed to submit comments and/or concerns in writing if they are unable to
attend the Public Hearing.

 The first public information meeting for Ditches 28 and 15 was held June 24, 2013, and there was
not a large amount of opposition to the process.

 After the Redetermination of Benefits is approved, if there are problems in the ditch systems, there
will be funds available to correct the problems.

 Questions of how the redetermination affects individual properties were answered during or after
the public meeting.

 The Ditch Authority is planning to establish a Maintenance Fund when the redetermination process
is complete.

 There are no projects planned in either of the ditches at this time.
 If a large project is needed in a ditch, a public information meeting would be scheduled to explain

the proposed project and obtain property owners comments about the project.
 Concern was expressed about undersized culverts in the ditch.
 Discussion took place regarding the Ordinary High Water Level (OHWL) of Dead Lake.
 Clarification of how lake property owners benefit from the ditch because Ditch No. 15 flows into

Dead Lake and Ditch No. 28 flows out of Dead Lake.
 Discussion took place regarding the Old Stony Arch near Indian Lake. If the arch falls into the ditch

and restricts flow, it may need to be removed.
 The Dead River going back to Pickeral Lake is the original natural water flow from Dead Lake. The

Dead River does not flow and this area would not be reopened.

 An explanation was provided of how to determine the assessments on individual properties.
 The education process for redetermination of benefits was discussed.

 Discussion took place on whether or not the control structure in Ditch #28 where it leaves Indian
Bay on Dead Lake and flows into Indian Lake is part of the ditch. It is the opinion of the County that
the control structure (dam) is owned by the Minnesota DNR.

 In reviewing the Ditch file, in 1907 when Ditch 28 was constructed, it was constructed at a lower
elevation and then the WPA put the dam in about 1’ to 2’ higher than the original construction.

 The DNR determines the OHWL on the lakes.
 Discussion took place about why the properties on Pickeral Lake were not considered in the

Redetermination of Benefits for Ditch #28.

 The water from Pickeral Lake flows into the Dead River below Dead Lake so the water doesn’t give
those properties drainage. The road and the separate watersheds were the dividing lines for the
properties that benefit from the Ditch.

 Concern was expressed regarding the good condition of Ditch 28 and poor condition of Ditch 15
and how a consolidation can be fair and equitable.

The following parcel numbers will be reviewed prior to acceptance of the Ditch Viewer’s Report:
Parcel Nos. 02000040032000 and 02000090070000.

Hearing no other public comments, Wayne Johnson, Chair, declared the Public Hearing of the Otter Tail
County Drainage Authority recessed until 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, November 25, 2014.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathy Domholt
Board Secretary


