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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <echute@msn.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 3:01 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Edmund Chute 

182 Westwood Lane, Wayzata, MN 55391 

Email Address: echute@msn.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Ryan & Jennifer Salberg <rjsalberg@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 7:26 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring 

to the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

Respectfully 

 

Ryan Salberg 

32342E Rosewood Dr 

Dent, MN 56528 
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Kyle Westergard

From: pgunde4327 <pgunde4327@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 7:31 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Casino

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

As a concerned citizen I wish to let you know I am very much against this casino.It is a major waterway for 

migratory waterfowl and has been for centuries.As I was driving to Camp Joy this summer Sandhill Cranes 

were on that very sight.I feel it will negatively impact fish spawning and passage areas.The rise of contaminants 

is almost a given and will be devastating for all...fish, wildlife and people.I am not against a casino in this area, 

but am against it being so close to a major lake.I can see no positive affects if this is allowed to happen. Thank 

you for your time. 

 

 
Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE smartphone 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Mike Donoho <mdonoho@prtel.com>

Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 10:49 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Re: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 

> On Jul 18, 2016, at 10:46 AM, Mike Donoho <mdonoho@prtel.com> wrote: 

>  

> AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: 

> I understand the need to mitigate wetlands for this project.  I am very concerned about the environmental impact of 

the project on Star Lake and its’ surrounding area.  I wish that you would consider moving the mitigated wetland to 

another location on the Fee Land owned by the White Earth Nation instead of the Land Bank Credit philosophy that does 

nothing to protect Star Lake. Restoring Wetlands in Becker and Roseau county is a good thing but not at the expense of 

wetlands on and around Star Lake.  Granted, the amount of wetlands mitigated in this project compared to the amount 

of wetlands in our watershed is very small, every little bit can make a difference and precedence is then set. 

>  

> Respectfully 

> Mike Donoho 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Joyce Meyer <meyerdeadlake@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 7:04 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: star lake casino

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

I would like to see an environmental study done before the casino is built.   
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Kyle Westergard

From: Alice Syverson <syverson@citlink.net>

Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 8:51 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas  

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the  

proposed footprint of the project that have fish passage or spawning areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of  

impacts outside the “proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the  

footprint of the buildings and roads, however, there could be a very  

significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake  

immediately adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the  

existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils and wetlands or the  

introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously  

existing on this property, the risk of introducing increased suspended  

solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or other pollutants is  

greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed  

action would bring to the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has  

an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee population.   

Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen  

content below the lake’s thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

Increased population and boat usage on the Star Lake is a high risk for  

invasive species which would devastate the fish population. 

 

Another issue is the livelihood of turtles that rest on downed trees  

along the shoreline.  Additional pollutants and increased boaters would  

affect their livelihood. 

 

Respectfully 

Alice Bahls Syverson 

31927 West Rosewood Dr 

Dent, MN 56528  
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Kyle Westergard

From: Bob & Linda Dimitrijevich <bdimit@sbcglobal.net>

Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 8:57 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: 

 
We are property owners on Star Lake in Otter Tail County.  Our lake is a pristine body of water that supports great fish and waterfowl populations.  There are 

no large commercial operations on our lake.  The county has evaluated septic systems in the past to keep our lake waters clean.  We are worried about the 

effect that a large commercial venture will have on the south arm, the whole lake and the chain of lakes below us.  How can the ecosystem that supports such 

fish and waterfowl populations not be affected by a large scale sewer system, run-off from paved surfaces, increased lake usage?  We encourage oversight by 

appropriate agencies to minimize environmental damage. 
 

Respectfully 

Bob & Linda Dimitrijevich 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Jeff Bursey <roscoebursey@aol.com>

Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 9:27 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Fwd: Star Lake Casino - Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 

 

Sent from my iPhone 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Jeff Bursey <roscoebursey@aol.com> 

Date: July 18, 2016 9:13:26 PM CDT 

To: "kwesterg@co.ottertail.mn.uc" <kwesterg@co.ottertail.mn.uc> 

Cc: "kwesterg@co.ottertail.mn.uc" <kwesterg@co.ottertail.mn.uc>, 

"steve.hofstad@state.mn.us" <steve.hofstad@state.mn.us>, "darren.newville@eotswcd.org" 

<darren.newville@eotswcd.org>, "robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil" 

<robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil>, "contact@slccg.info" <contact@slccg.info>, 

"courtney.collison@state.mn.us" <courtney.collison@state.mn.us>, "theresa.olson@state.mn.us" 

<theresa.olson@state.mn.us>, "nleonard@co.ottertail.mn.us" <nleonard@co.ottertail.mn.us>, 

"robertmerila@arvig.net" <robertmerila@arvig.net> 

Subject: Star Lake Casino - Wetland Replacement Plan 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

  

We are property owners on Star Lake and active members of a concerned citizens group 

monitoring the proposed Star Lake Resort and Casino project. We have reviewed the developer’s 

application for wetlands compensation and find its content both disturbing and very concerning. 

We feel the potential environmental impacts that this large commercial development poses to the 

area are extensive and very problematic. We understand that, in general, developers need a way 

to fill wetlands in the spirit of land development and that there is a legal means of compensating 

(someone?) for this activity. Hence, the wetland compensation/mitigation process where 

developers are given an opportunity to replace destroyed wetlands through the wetland 

bank/credit program. We believe this program works adequately for many projects, particularly 

when the wetland being destroyed is fully-contained within the developer’s proposed site. 

However, in the case of the Star Lake project, the wetlands in question are significantly linked to 

a much larger wetland and body of water, that is Star Lake itself and its related watershed. We do 

not understand how the purchase of wetlands in Roseau County and Becker County will, in any 

way, compensate or mitigate the impacts to Star Lake and its watershed. Also, the applicant 

repeatedly uses the term “within the proposed footprint” in these applications. Use of this term 

implies they likely not have properly reviewed the true impact of this commercial development’s 

effect on all the critical elements, omitting key portions of the direct or indirect environmental 

impacts. We contest that in order to properly determine the full extent of the proposed 

development's impact, the applicant must also thoroughly review those areas in and around the 
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development site, and not only review those “within the proposed footprint”. This evaluation 

should, at minimum, require a properly-conducted, Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 

insure all these environmental impacts are fully understood and adequately mitigated before this 

project is allowed to proceed. 

  

In addition, Star lake has long been a major resting and concentration area for migratory 

waterfowl for centuries. These species include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well 

as Common Loons, Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The attraction of these forms of 

migratory birds/waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development if placed so close to the waters of the south arm. Many of these 

birds/waterfowl will not tolerate the increased human activity this entertainment complex needs 

to survive. The Star Lake south arm basin is a significant component to the migratory waterfowl 

corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife Service through the purchasing of 

lands creating the network of Waterfowl Production Areas throughout the western portion of the 

state. This effort was to preserve areas conducive to wildlife/waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of the migratory patterns through our state. 

  

Although, there are obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the actual footprint of the 

buildings and roads, there would be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning 

areas in Star Lake immediately adjacent to the casino development. In addition, this project’s 

wastewater and storm water discharge will realistically have an impact on Star Lake’s 

nutrient and contaminate levels by likely causing them to increase. Based on research, an 

increase in nutrient loading will decrease the oxygen levels below the thermocline which will 

negatively impact Star Lake’s extremely sensitive, diminishing and rare, tullibee (cisco) 

populations. These negative effects on water quality would also result in a degradation of the 

ancient wild rice beds contained primarily in Star Lake’s south arm basin as well. 

  

In the end, there may be no way for the Star Lake Resort and Casino developers to prevent 

serious environmental impacts to Star Lake and to this area. As a result, the Star lake Resort 

and Casino project should not be allowed to proceed on this particular site. Please deny the 

application citing the need for the developers to select one of their alternative, less-impactful 

sites for this development.  As outlined in this application, there are other sites available for this 

project and please note, there were yet other sites that were not even mentioned in this 

application, even though they too made sound, economic sense!! 

  

Please take into account our concerns as well as the concerns of all the other citizens in this area 

and proceed by recommending a more environmentally-responsible site for this development. 

  

Thank You and Best Regards, 

  

Jeffrey R. and Cheryl A. Bursey 

Star Lake West Arm 

30501 Bambi Trail (Bambi Drive) 

Dent, MN 56528 

(218) 758-2004 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Bill Wermager <whwermager@comcast.net>

Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 10:16 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, AND ON BEHALF OF MY ENTIRE FAMILY, MY COMMENTS ARE:  First and foremost I want to 

say this is one of the most surprising development proposals I have ever seen.  A casino/hotel just does not fit with any 

aspect of the immediate and surrounding area and environment.  It simply does not belong in the proposed location.  I 

know that is not rationale capable of stopping a really bad development idea so following are my specific concerns: 

1.       Traffic – When I do the math on how many additional vehicles will be traveling on County 41 and adjoining 

roadways I come up with 500 + on any given weekend day.  Someone who does this for a living can no doubt 

calculate a more accurate number but I think I’m in the relevant range.  I do not see how that level of traffic can 

travel safely on County 41.  And, what will be the impact on the bridge over Star Lake? 

2.       Lighting – There is no way to build a facility like this without creating a glow that can be seen for a great 

distance.  The stars over Star Lake will never look the same again. 

3.       Noise – 500 + additional vehicles – need I say more? 

4.       Environmental – As I stated above, it simply does not fit the area.  What will be the impact on wildlife, 

vegetation and water (both in the lake and in the ground)?  A comprehensive study of this needs to be 

completed. Not a “limited” study. 

5.       Social  -- What can we expect in increased crime in the area?  Drunk drivers? Cabin break-ins?  

6.       Economic – What can we expect in impact on property values? 

 

Bottom line, this is just a really bad idea.  I’m not even angry about it, just very perplexed.  But I am, and will remain, 

adamantly opposed to this project.  I sincerely hope rationale can be found to stop it.  In the meantime, please, please, 

please, require an Environment Impact Statement to address the plethora of concerns of the residents of Star Lake and 

the surrounding area.  The true impact on this remote and sensitive area cannot begin to be known without it. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

William H. Wermager 

38367 Bambi Drive 

Dent, MN  56528 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Alice Syverson <syverson@citlink.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 6:42 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Transferring established primitive ricing wet land for wet land is NOT an equal

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming 

revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s 

Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild ricing parcel that has 

been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa Tribe for the annual harvest of 

wild rice from Star Lake. 

******* 

The transferring of "established ricing wet lands" from one area to another is not the same as transferring wet land for 

wet land.  This has been a protected established ricing wet land for the Chippewa Tribe for a long period of time and 

should be maintained as such for future generations to learn from and protect their culture. 

 

Protection of primitive ricing wet lands should be on the same plane as primitive prairie grass land that is NOT  to be 

tilled (farmed), but to be protected for future generations. 

 

If the Chippewa Tribe officials are advocating keeping their culture; ricing has been part of their culture for centuries. 

Destroying a primitive established ricing wetland would be detrimental to their culture. 

 

Respectfully 

Selmer and Alice Bahls Syverson 

31927 West Rosewood DR 

Dent, MN 56528 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Alice Syverson <syverson@citlink.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 7:22 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: "Addressing" Tribal housing and health care they did not say they would

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 
SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE ALTERNATIVES 

ANALYSIS:  Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a practicable alternative 
because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal needs such as Healthcare and 
Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important issues to the tribe……. 
AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  There is an increased shortage of affordable housing 

throughout  Otter Tail County and the State of Minnesota.  I want to know what is the State, County Officials and the 
applicant planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area and other 

communities?   What portion of their income would benefit other Minnesota Residents in need?   

 
***** 
The Chippewa Officials are advocating Gaming to "address"  the Tribal needs for healthcare and housing.   It does not say 

it would assist in meeting or contribute to the healthcare and housing needs.   

 
It is not just one culture that is in need of healthcare and housing.  There are many people in need of healthcare and 

housing here in Minnesota.  If Gaming is the answer for one culture then maybe the Minnesota law makers should pass 

laws to broaden the gaming laws to avoid discrimination against building like facilities to assist other cultures and 
individuals who are also in need of healthcare and housing.   

 
If Gaming was legal state wide, I would anticipate the taxes from the Gaming properties and industry would assist in 

financing healthcare, ability to build affordable housing for more individuals and other cultures and  maintain our roads 
and infrastructure.    An open system state wide Gaming fund would not stay isolated to one group of individuals. 

 

Respectively 
Selmer and Alice Bahls Syverson 

31927 West Rosewood DR 
Dent, MN 56528 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Hofstad, Steve (BWSR) <steve.hofstad@state.mn.us>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 8:14 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: FW: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

More responses that you weren’t included on. 

 

Steven C. Hofstad 

Wetland Specialist 

Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) 

26624 North Tower Rd 

Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 

Office: 218-846-8423 

Cell:  218-770-2767 

Steve.hofstad@state.mn.us 

www.bwsr.mn.us 

 

 
 

From: Jodi Dirk [mailto:jddirk6@gmail.com]  

Sent: Monday, July 18, 2016 10:30 PM 

To: Hofstad, Steve (BWSR) <steve.hofstad@state.mn.us>; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; Collison, Courtney (DNR) <Courtney.Collison@state.mn.us>; 

Olson, Theresa (DNR) <Theresa.Olson@state.mn.us>; nleonard@co.ottertail.mn.us; robertmerila@arvig.net 

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan 

 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: 

·         First of all I have not seen anything posted publicly – my understanding is that ALL permits were to be 

posted publicly and this has NOT been done! 

·          This new Casino will impact our lake / natural habitat for water fowl and land animals. 

·          The natural habitats for spawning and migration will not be the same.  

·          Increased traffic will end up with more car accidents!  Our roads are NOT set up for this increase in 

traffic.  I do not feel that our taxes should increase to promote their business. 
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We purchased our lake home to get away from all the busyness of traffic and people – this is meant to be our 

retreat I hope you do not ruin our relaxation of the lake! We have a large family and cherish the times we are 

together at the lake.  PLEASE keep all the people and the impact your decisions will make, to the lake in mind 

when you are making decisions to bring in added traffic and people. I feel that some of the decisions that have 

already been made were not done through the proper channels – public were not informed – it makes me feel 

uneasy about the honesty and integrity of Ottertail County! I would like to be informed of the next public 

meeting. 

Thank you. 

Respectfully 

Jodi Dirk 

31048 MN Hwy 108 

Dent, MN 56528 

Mailing Address: 

101 5th Ave. W 

Sabin MN 56580 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Cynthia Olson <cynthia.olson@rrvw.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 9:32 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM:  Migratory Waterfowl Concentration Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE:  It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory waterfowl 

concentration areas. 

 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species include 

many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The attraction of these forms 

of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed commercial development placed so 

close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a significant component to the migratory 

waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife Service through the purchasing of lands to create 

the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of 

areas conducive to waterfowl production and to provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory 

patterns through the state.    

 

We have watched the migratory patterns of waterfowl change where I grew up as ditching of land occurred and what 

was once a great waterfowl area, no longer is.  We do not want to see that happen at Star Lake.  Watching waterfowl 

thrive is a big part of what we love about this area! 

 

Sincerely,  

Cynthia and Bryan Olson 

31239 Star Bay Trail 

Dent, MN  
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Kyle Westergard

From: Cynthia Olson <cynthia.olson@rrvw.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 9:33 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project that have fish 

passage or spawning areas. 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the “proposed 

footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, there 

could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately adjacent to the 

development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils and wetlands or the 

introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this property, the risk of introducing 

increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or other pollutants is greater. Our concern is 

the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has 

an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to 

negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

Respectfully 

Cynthia & Bryan Olson 

31239 Star Bay Trail 

Dent, MN  
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Kyle Westergard

From: Cynthia Olson <cynthia.olson@rrvw.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 9:34 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS:  Gaming 

revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s 

Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild ricing parcel that has 

been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa Tribe for the annual harvest of 

wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will prevent future generations from being able 

to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t 

commercial development of this site prevent it from being properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and 

passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa Tribe generations? 

 

Respectfully 

Bryan and Cynthia Olson 

31239 Star Bay Trail 

Dent, MN  
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Kyle Westergard

From: Cynthia Olson <cynthia.olson@rrvw.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 9:36 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ISSUE:  Migratory Waterfowl Concentration Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE:  It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory waterfowl 

concentration areas. 

 

MY COMMENTS ARE:  Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. 

These species include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a significant 

component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife Service through the 

purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this portion of the state. This effort 

was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to provide resting areas allowing the 

preservation of these migratory patterns through the state and keep them from drifting further west, into North and 

South Dakota, for example. 

 

Respectfully, 

Bryan and Cynthia Olson 

31239 Star Bay Trail 

Dent, MN  
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Kyle Westergard

From: Cynthia Olson <cynthia.olson@rrvw.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 9:37 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS:  Gaming 

revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s 

Museum and historic burial grounds. 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild ricing parcel that has 

been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa Tribe for the annual harvest of 

wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will prevent future generations from being able 

to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t 

commercial development of this site prevent it from being properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and 

passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa Tribe generations? 

 

Bryan and Cynthia Olson 

31239 Star Bay Trail 

Dent, MN  
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Kyle Westergard

From: Robert  K. Noebel <rnoebel@lifeworks.org>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 10:37 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: 'steve.hofstad@state.mn.us'; 'darren.newville@eotswcd.org'; 

'robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil'; 'contact@slccg.info'; 

'courtney.collison@state.mn.us'; 'theresa.olson@state.mn.us'; Nicholas Leonard; 

'robertmerila@arvig.net'; 'aholum.noebel@gmail.com'; 'rnoebel@gmail.com'; 

'aubrey@yerbua.com'

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

As a lake-front property owner on Dead Lake, I can only pray this development is handled more 

professionally than the Blue Heron Bay ordeal! Please provide the proper respect, attention and due 

diligence to the respectable property owners on Star Lake.  Remember, you are setting precedence 

for other developments.  Consideration for long-term safety of the wetlands should be priority #1. 

 

Star Lake folks have an excellent website and I agree with all of the concerns they list below.  Star 

Lake can count on my support and efforts to help fight unwarranted development.   We will take the 

same action as we did on Dead Lake!  

 

Environmental Issues need to be properly addressed 
The sheer size and nature of this development raises multiple environmental concerns – some of which are:   
- Threat to waters from Wastewater Treatment & Storm Water Runoff, 

- Threat to centuries old wild rice beds, a key hub to vital ecosystems,   

- Threat to birds & wildlife; many species are especially sensitive to disturbance, 
- Threat to fishing; both north & south exposures to Star Lake traditional spawning areas, 

- The likely increased boat traffic will bring increased safety & AIS issues, 
- Threat of Noise & Light Pollution, degraded Water Quality, and potential harm to Wetlands poses significant impacts to 

fish, waterfowl, wildlife, and human quality of life on Star Lake, 

 

Respectfully, 

 
Robert and Amy Noebel – Dead Lake  

Robert Noebel 
Application Administrator  

Lifeworks Services, Inc. 

p: 651-268-2879 | f: 651-454-3174 

lifeworks.org | Facebook | Twitter 
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Lifeworks Services, Inc. | 2965 Lone Oak Drive, Suite 160 | Eagan | MN | 55121 
phone: 651-454-2732 | toll free: 1-866-454-2732 

This message may contain confidential information and is intended only for the individual(s) named. If you are 

not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender 

immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Jim and Kristin Wherley <info@sunsbay.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 10:06 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Attachments: Re: FW: Urgent: Star Lake - Wetland Replacement Plan Application; Re: Urgent: Star Lake 

- Wetland Replacement Plan Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

I am attaching some e mails with concerns regarding the proposed Casino on Star Lake and the Wetland 

Replacement Plan.  The individuals who sent these were having issues emailing them to you, so they 

forwarded to me to send.  Their contact information is in the e mails if need be. 

 

Below I outline some of my own concerns: 

 
SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM:  Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE:  It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project that have 
fish passage or spawning areas 
AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  Has the Regulatory Governmental Unit pursued a study of impacts 

outside the “proposed footprint”?  
 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, there 
could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately adjacent to the 

development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils and wetlands or the 

introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this property, the risk of introducing 
increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the 

level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an 
extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively 

impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

We appreciate your time and consideration of these concerns. 

 

Jim Wherley 

Sunset Bay Resort 

38274 County Highway 44 

Richville, MN 56576 

218-758-2080 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Aubrey Ebanks <aubrey@yerbua.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 11:29 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

First of all, I would like to say that I am very disappointed in Otter Tail County and its officials in the way this 

application and in fact this entire project has been handled. It appears as if the support from the county 

officials that are elected to protect its citizens, is 100% in support of the Star Lake Shooting Star Resort and 

Casino, and 0% in support of the remainder of its citizens that are fighting to protect Star Lake and the 

peaceful lifestyle in the Star lake community. I would like to know where this application that is up for public 

comment is posted, and why all the property owners that are affected by this project were not notified. It 

surely seems as if the county was trying to quietly sweep this important event by us unnoticed. Another 

question that I would like to have answered is how the replacement of some wetlands in Becker and Roseau 

counties are going to help repair the possible damage to Star Lake that this development is likely to cause. 

Once the damage is done there is no fixing it. 

 

In looking through this very long and involved application, with very little time to study it, I find it incredible 

that on every possible point the findings were no evidence of any ill affects by this project. At the very least to 

give it some degree of credibility they could have found maybe one thing that would need mitigation. This is a 

very sensitive area on Star Lake that is very important to the entire ecosystem and in fact the entire 

watershed, and for whomever prepared this application to say that none of these negative impacts exist is 

ludicrous. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM:  Migratory Waterfowl Concentration Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE:  It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory Governmental 

Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These 

species include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 
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SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM:  Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE:  It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring 

to the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE ALTERNATIVES 

ANALYSIS:  Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of cultural sites in White 

Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild ricing parcel 

that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa Tribe for 

the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will prevent 

future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all due 

respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM:  If your project involves a direct or indirect impact 

to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all anticipated 

impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any effects on 

Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of the 

South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are clearly 

the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through degraded 

water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE ALTERNATIVES 

ANALYSIS:  Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a practicable 

alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal needs such 

as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important issues to 

the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  What are Otter Tail County and the applicant planning to do 

about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already 

stated that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation 

and/or move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the 

area with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do 

not exist at this time. 
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As Star Lake is a gem of a lake in Otter Tail county I think the county should work as hard to protect it, for 

current and future generations, as we work to try to protect the water quality, keep out AIS, protect the 

wildlife and protect the fishery. For these and many other reasons not covered in the email I am asking the 

Otter Tail County officials in charge of this very important decision to do due diligence and have this 

application escalated to an EIS to ensure that everything is done to protect Star Lake. 

 

Respectfully 

Aubrey Ebanks 

39605 Galaxy Road 

Dent, MN 56528 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Ronald P Flett <Ron.Flett@upsher-smith.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 1:10 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM:  Migratory Waterfowl Concentration Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE:  It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory waterfowl 

concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory Governmental Unit”) 

defining “within the footprint”?  

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species include 

many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The attraction of these forms 

of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed commercial development placed so 

close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a significant component to the migratory 

waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife Service through the purchasing of lands to create 

the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of 

areas conducive to waterfowl production and to provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory 

patterns through the state. 

 

The development flies in the face of the responsible conservation efforts put forth by the DNR. “wetland replacement” 

does not guarantee use by waterfowl due to location and the effectiveness of the replacement. 

 

Respectfully 

 

Ron Flett-Concerned Citizen 

33852 Hyde Lane 

Dent MN 56852 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Ronald P Flett <Ron.Flett@upsher-smith.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 1:11 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project that have fish 

passage or spawning areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the “proposed 

footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, there 

could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately adjacent to the 

development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils and wetlands or the 

introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this property, the risk of introducing 

increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or other pollutants is greater. Our concern is 

the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has 

an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to 

negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

Respectfully 

 

Ron Flett-Concerned Citizen 

33852 Hyde Lane 

Dent MN 56852 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Ronald P Flett <Ron.Flett@upsher-smith.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 1:12 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ISSUE:  Migratory Waterfowl Concentration Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE:  It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory waterfowl 

concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for 

migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter 

Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively 

impacted by this proposed commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south 

arm basin is a significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to provide 

resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state and keep them from drifting 

further west, into North and South Dakota, for example. 

Respectfully 

 

Ron Flett-Concerned Citizen 

33852 Hyde Lane 

Dent MN 56852 
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Kyle Westergard

From: peggygaryg@aol.com

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 1:22 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Star Lake Casino Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Kyle Westergard and all, 
  
SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM:  Migratory Waterfowl Concentration Areas 
APPLICANT RESPONSE:  It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory waterfowl 
concentration areas. 
AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory Governmental 
Unit”) defining “within the footprint”?  
Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species include 
many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The attraction of these forms 
of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed commercial development placed so 
close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a significant component to the migratory waterfowl 
corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network 
of Waterfowl Production Areas through this portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to 
waterfowl production and to provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 
  
SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM:  Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 
APPLICANT RESPONSE:  It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project that have 
fish passage or spawning areas 
AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the “proposed 
footprint”?  
There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, there could 
be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately adjacent to the 
development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils and wetlands or the 
introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this property, the risk of introducing 
increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or other pollutants is greater. Our concern is 
the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an 
extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively 
impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s thermocline which is critical for their existence. 
  
SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE ALTERNATIVES 
ANALYSIS:  Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of cultural sites in White Earth 
such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 
AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild ricing parcel that 
has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa Tribe for the annual harvest 
of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will prevent future generations from being able 
to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t 
commercial development of this site prevent it from being properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing 
along these traditions to future MN Chippewa Tribe generations? 
  
SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM:  If your project involves a direct or indirect impact to an 
aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all anticipated impacts, including 
those expected to be temporary. 
AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any effects on Star 
Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of the South Arm, the 
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largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are clearly the Star Lake watershed 
the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through degraded water quality due to potential for higher 
nutrient loading. 
  
SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE ALTERNATIVES 
ANALYSIS:  Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a practicable alternative because 
this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal needs such as Healthcare and Housing. 
Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important issues to the tribe……. 
AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  What are Otter Tail County and the applicant planning to do about 
filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 
The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated that 
50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal members, which 
directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or move to the area. This will 
obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area with a need and desire to find affordable 
housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist at this time.Rest 
  
Respectfully 
Gary and Peggy Grossweiler 
39633 Galaxy Road 
Dent, MN 56528 
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Kyle Westergard

From: mpfreemanaz@juno.com

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 4:11 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Letter re:  wetland permit

Attachments: July 2016 casino letter to wetland inspector.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Please confirm that this comment has been received. 

 

 
____________________________________________________________ 
Affordable Wireless Plans 
Set up is easy. Get online in minutes. 
Starting at only $9.95 per month!  
www.netzero.net  
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Kyle Westergard

From: Muzetras <muzetras1@arvig.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 4:46 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ISSUE: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration Areas APPLICANT 

RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory waterfowl 

concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for 

migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter 

Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively 

impacted by this proposed commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south 

arm basin is a significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to provide 

resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state and keep them from drifting 

further west, into North and South Dakota, for example. 

Respectfully 

Sharon and George Muzetras 

32624 401st street  Dent Mn 56528) 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Muzetras <muzetras1@arvig.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 4:47 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas 

within the proposed footprint of the project that have fish passage or spawning areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the “proposed 

footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, there 

could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately adjacent to the 

development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils and wetlands or the 

introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this property, the risk of introducing 

increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or other pollutants is greater. Our concern is 

the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has 

an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to 

negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

Respectfully 

Sharon and George Muzetras 

32624 401st street Dent Mn 56528 
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Kyle Westergard

From: T                         KRAUS  <bear12r@embarqmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 7:11 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Shooting Star Casino / Star Lake Wetland Permit Application

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

As property owners on Star Lake, we have the following concerns regarding the application of the White Earth Nation for a wetlands replacement permit. 

Migratory Waterfowl Concentration Areas 
We are very concerned residents of Star Lake.  We are unclear re how the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory Governmental Unit”) is defining “within the 
footprint”?  
Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species include many different kinds of ducks and geese 
as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. This is the first year we have seen Sandhill Cranes (in a field at the corner of 41 and 380 St) and have only seen 
the Trumpeter Swans during the last couple years.  The attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this 
proposed commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a significant component to the migratory 
waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas 
through this portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to provide resting areas allowing the 
preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 
  
Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 
We are very concerned about the fish passage and spawning areas.  Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the “proposed footprint”?  
There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, there could be a very significant impact to the fish 
passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered 
soils and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this property, the risk of introducing increased suspended 
solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring 
to the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee population. Any increase in nutrients has potential 
to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s thermocline which is critical for their existence. 
 

 
 OFF-SITE ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS:  Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of cultural sites in White Earth such 
as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 
As concerned homeowners and citizens, the Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and 
other members of the MN Chippewa Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will prevent future 
generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial 
development of this site prevent it from being properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa Tribe 
generations? 
 

 
 If your project involves a direct or indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 
anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 
We are homeowners on Star Lake and concerned citizens.   We note that the applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any effects on Star Lake when those 
effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since 
the receiving waters are clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through degraded water quality due to 
potential for higher nutrient loading. 
 

 
  
Off-site Alternatives Analysis   
We are concerned citizens and property owners on Star Lake. What are Otter Tail County and the applicant planning to do about filling the affordable housing 
shortage in the Star Lake area?  The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated that 50% of the 
500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to 
commute from the reservation and/or move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area with a need and 
desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist at this time.  It will also tremendously increase traffic in the area on 
roads and intersections (41 and 380 along with 41 and 108) which already have poor site lines. 
 
Please consider our comments as the review process continues.    We are very concerned about all aspects of the environmental impact the development will 
have! 
 
Respectfully, 
Tom and Claire Kraus 
 
874 Oriole Lane    33189 380 Street 
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Chaska, MN  55318   Dent, MN 
 
952.448.2569 
bear12r@embarqmail.com 
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Kyle Westergard

From: maasjo@eot.com

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 8:00 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Public comment

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 

Kyle, 

I have lived on Star Lake for 36 years. I am aware of the White Earth Nation's intention of building a casino on the 

wetlands in the south arm. This is very concerning to me. My first concern is do we actually need another casino in this 

area? You can easily travel to Mahnomen.  

There is a casino in Hankinson, ND. There is a casino at Walker, 1 in Mille Lacs, 1 in Hinckley and another in Bagley. There 

are casinos in the cities. How many casinos do we actually need? The economy in Dent was mentioned and the annual 

income was low. Do we need to tempt the public with more gambling opportunities in which most people lose money? 

We have no available housing in the area. We do not have the necessary work force. Perham and Pelican Rapids can't 

find enough people to fill the openings they have. Perham actually had to bring in people from foreign countries to fill 

some of their work positions. I am also concerned about the direct impact to Star Lake. The lake has been a major 

resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. A few years ago, we were counting the loon as we 

had very few on the lake. Now, their population has built up again. I think the attraction of migratory waterfowl to Star 

Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south 

arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that was created by 

the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Their effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these. What happens when the wetlands are destroyed? I think the 

casino could potentially have a significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas immediately adjacent to the 

site of the casino. They are destroying a lot of the wetlands. They admit that the destruction of Basins 3, 5, 6 and 19 is 

unavoidable. If they really want a casino in this area, how about decreasing its size substantially? Do they really need 3 

restaurants, a spa, a convention center, and stores? Why can't the parking lots be moved to an area outside of the 

wetlands. Perhaps they could have transportation from their parking lot to the casino if they are worried about the 

walking distance if the parking lots are not directly adjacent to the casino. I think there are a lot of issues that need to be 

considered before the White Earth Nation is allowed to build and possible destroy several of the wetlands surrounding 

our lake. Are you setting a precedence that will allow commercial builders to come in and build any place they want 

without considering the long term environmental effects of these sites? Most residents on the lake are not allowed to 

lift a shovel without having to obtain numerous permits and undergo multiple inspections. It frustrates me that the 

White Earth Tribe is being allowed to destroy protected property at will. I am also concerned about the Wild Rice. For 

many generations, the White Earth Tribe and other members of the MN Chippewa tribe have been allowed to harvest 

the wild rice. That is how this area became trust land. It was set aside to allow the tribes to experience ricing and 

maintain this cultural and historic tradition. Now, it is no longer important and the building of the casino with the 

potential of negatively impacting the wild rice is more important?  I would like to see a full environmental impact study 

before the White Earth Nation is allowed to start construction. 

 

Respectfully, 

Peggy and Lyndon Maasjo 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Herron <starwood@arvig.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 9:44 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM:  Migratory Waterfowl Concentration Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE:  It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  How is the RGU (the county is the Regulatory Governmental 

Unit ) defining “within the footprint ?” 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These 

species include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

Respectfully 

Carolyn & Don Herron 33697 Beaver Dam Trl., Dent, MN 56528 Star Lake property owners 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Herron <starwood@arvig.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 9:46 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

proposed footprint ? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring 

to the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

Respectfully 

Don & Carolyn Herron (Star Lake property owners) 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Herron <starwood@arvig.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 9:47 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE ALTERNATIVES 

ANALYSIS:  Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of cultural sites in White 

Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild ricing parcel 

that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa Tribe for 

the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will prevent 

future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all due 

respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

Respectfully 

Don & Carolyn Herron, Star Lake property owners 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Herron <starwood@arvig.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 10:12 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:    We are most alarmed by the WEN proposal to destroy their 

wetland on their tribal trust land and exchange that for wetland acreage elsewhere in the State.  The wetland 

that makes up the majority of the acreage on their trust land serves a critical ecological purpose for that 

adjacent lakeshore right there on the South arm.  If you remove such a critical aspect of a working ecosystem, 

you alter and degrade that ecosystem for ever after.  “Creating” a wetland somewhere else obviously does 

nothing to mitigate this ecosystem destruction on that part of the South arm of Star Lake.  How can the WEN 

claim to cherish their wild rice beds off shore there, and then destroy the wetlands upland from those beds, 

when their productivity and ecological integrity depend on the “caretaking” wetland above it?!  Minnesotans, 

including our citizens and lawmakers, have come to understand the critical value of wetlands, so now work 

with thousands of farmers across the Sate to restore wetlands on farm property that were turned into 

cropland in years past. Why, then, would our State or County governments allow the WEN to destroy their 

wetlands adjacent to a high quality lake?!  And, their “exchange” is for probable contaminated storm water 

runoff and potential waste water treatment runoff which would foul the lake in front of it, rather than protect 

it, as a wetland does! 

 

Respectfully, Don & Carolyn Herron, Star Lake property owners 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <makonce@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2016 11:25 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Stephanie Williams 

P.O. Box 360 37203 Hwy 21 White Earth, MN 56591 

Email Address: makonce@hotmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? Construction of a complex this size impacts more than 

just the land under the building and parking areas. The entire environment/eco-system of the area will be 

annihilated. 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 
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SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? The feasibility study conducted in 2015 predicted that the gaming revenues would not show 

a profit for a minimum of 5-7 years, if the project stayed within the construction costs used in 2015. To date, the 

Bagely site has a cost overrun of 3 1/2 times and is still not completed. The Star Lake site already has 

significant cost increases, and the project has not yet begun.  

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Stewart Crosby <stewcrosby@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 8:09 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ISSUE:  Migratory Waterfowl Concentration Areas  

APPLICANT RESPONSE:  It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area 

for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well 

as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes.  

My family has had a duck hunting cabin on the south arm of Star Lake for over four generations and I have 

seen how important the south arm is for local and migrating waterfowl. The ever-improving wild rice beds in 

the south arm are a huge attraction and necessary feeding location for many, many waterfowl, all season long. 

The applicant is absolutely wrong in stating that the proposed project footprint is not within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. In fact, it sits right in the middle of a very healthy feeding area. 

The attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this 

proposed commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm 

basin is a significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through 

this portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and 

to provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state and keep 

them from drifting further west, into North and South Dakota. 

Respectfully,  

Stewart Crosby 

37455 Bright Star Road, Dent, MN (local) 

3965 Princeton Avenue, St. Louis Park, MN 55416 (home) 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <jlilienthal@brainerd.net>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 9:07 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: James Lilienthal 

7643 Bear Road , Cushing MN 56443 

Email Address: jlilienthal@brainerd.net 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully James D. Lilienthal 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Kathy Torkildson <ktorkildson@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 9:30 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: ktorkildson@yahoo.com

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Your Name 

Ted Torkildson 

Address 

31317-395th St 

Email Address 

ktorkildson@yahoo.com 

Your Comments 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM:  Migratory Waterfowl Concentration Areas APPLICANT 

RESPONSE:  It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory waterfowl 

concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory Governmental Unit”) 

defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species include 

many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The attraction of these forms 

of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed commercial development placed so 

close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a significant component to the migratory 

waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife Service through the purchasing of lands to create 

the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of 

areas conducive to waterfowl production and to provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory 

patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM:  Fish Passage and Spawning Areas APPLICANT RESPONSE:  It 

does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project that have fish passage or spawning 

areas AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the “proposed 

footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, there 

could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately adjacent to the 

development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils and wetlands or the 

introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this property, the risk of introducing 

increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or other pollutants is greater. Our concern is 

the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has 

an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to 

negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS:  Gaming 

revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s 

Museum and historic burial grounds. 
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AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild ricing parcel that has 

been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa Tribe for the annual harvest of 

wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will prevent future generations from being able 

to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t 

commercial development of this site prevent it from being properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and 

passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM:  If your project involves a direct or indirect impact to an 

aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all anticipated impacts, including 

those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any effects on Star Lake 

when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of the South Arm, the largest 

currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are clearly the Star Lake watershed the 

effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through degraded water quality due to potential for higher 

nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS:  Under the “No-

Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a practicable alternative because this type of facility not 

only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would 

be used to address these and other important issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  What are Otter Tail County and the applicant planning to do about 

filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated that 

50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal members, which 

directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or move to the area. This 

will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area with a need and desire to find 

affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <starpoint@arvig.net>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 10:24 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Phil and Marlys Litton 

31497 W Bank Road, Dent, MN 56528 

Email Address: starpoint@arvig.net 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <barbaragreenland72@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 11:16 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Rich and Barb Greenland 

39623 Galaxy Road Dent MN 56528 

Email Address: barbaragreenland72@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ARE RICH & BARB GREENLAND'S THOUGHTS REGARDING THE 

CASINO: 

 

Migratory Waterfowl Concentration Areas: 

 

•We agree that the footprint of the building is not part of the waterfowl resting area. With 25 acres of building 

structures and parking lots, the thousands of cars. trucks, people, and added lighting will certainly affect 

nesting, resting and migrating waterfowl.  

•The added casino project will affect the eagles and osprey that nest and feed in the south arm.  

•The waterfowl of the south arm don't live on the project site but do live in the wild rice beds with in a few feet 

of the cattails marsh where the casino building is planned . 

 

Fish Passage: 

•We have concerns for contamination spills, treatment plant discharge, parking lot run off into Star Lake 

watershed and particular the south arm eco system. It will definitely affect the spawning areas of the south arm 

adjacent to the cattail marshland where the proposed casino will be built. 

 

Restoration and preservation of cultural sites  
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•What portion of the present Mahnomen casino revenues are actually used to restore/enhance cultural sites, 

museums and burial grounds? 

•The Indian nation talks a lot about cultural restoration and ceremonial preservation. But given the opportunity, 

they want to build a casino on this historic ricing site negating future generations this historic tradition.  

•Are there Indian burial graves on the site? 

 

Direct or indirect impact to aquatic resources 

•Development of this magnitude most definitely affect the eco-structure.  

•To say that the treatment plant will never have equipment failure is unrealistic. Will the Indian nation shut the 

facility down if the treatment plant goes down. What will happen to the sewage system and site drainage during 

these equipment failures or excessive high storm events? 

•If we get 6" of rain, where does the run off go?  

 

Tribal employment, housing & gaming revenues 

•Due to the location of this facility, the significant distance to the location of the Tribal members residences, we 

do not think the Tribal members will commute to this remote location. That would mean added low rent 

housing. 

•The White Earth nation has the casino facilities within their reservation at Mahnomen and Bagley MN. 

•The Star Lake facility is approximately 50 miles from White Earth reservation and population center. With this 

significant distance, the Tribal members will require relocation from their preferred residential community.  

•We have great concerns the law enforcement issues, drug issues and crime that are associated with gambling.  

•Ottertail and adjoining counties have many residents who should not have the additional temptations of 

gambling their money away. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Rich & Barb Greenland 

 

39623 Galaxy Road 

 

Dent MN  

 

218-758-2853 



54

Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <csavagehome@msn.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 11:44 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Robert Savage 

560 Sunny Shadows, Excelsior, Minn 55331 

Email Address: csavagehome@msn.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? I have observed the waterfowl on Star Lake since 1953 

especially the south arm area. Star has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for 

centuries. These species include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and 

Sandhill Cranes. The attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively 

impacted by this proposed commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star 

Lake south arm basin is a significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by 

the US Fish and Wildlife Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl 

Production Areas through this portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to 

waterfowl production and to provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through 

the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

 

 

Respectfully 

 

Robert C. Savage 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Dave <dkaser28@aol.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 2:45 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Casino Concerns

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Mr. Westergard,    
 
As a concerned property owner, I have several concerns regarding the proposed Casino on Star Lake. As a family, five 
generations have enjoyed all the benefits that our lake has provided. Chester Mitchell, our grandfather from Omaha built 
our cottage in 1939. We have continued to spend our summer seasons here ever since. Hopefully our future generations 
can continue to enjoy the quality of the lake that Star Lake provides in the years that follow.  
 
     Concerns:  

• Fish passage and spawning areas 
• Waste water and storm water threats 
• Contaminates, biochemical oxygen demands, and how the entire watershed is effected 
• Effects on aquatic resources, wetland, lake, tributaries, etc. the impact on the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality 
• Increase lake traffic, greater chance of invasive species etc. 
• Will the netting of the walleye be allowed in Star Lake? 

 
It is hoped that all issues of concern need to be identified by all parties involved. An action plan needs to be implemented 
to safeguard all property owners and those who wish to use Star Lake. I appreciate your support in assuring the concerns 
of all property owners and those who enjoy our beautiful lake are met. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dave Kaser 
 
574-210-2660 
dkaser28@aol.com 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <bahill43@earthlink.net>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 4:02 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Bruce and Linda Hill 

33917 Downy Drive Dent, MN 56528 

Email Address: bahill43@earthlink.net 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 

Bruce and Linda Hill 

33917 Downy Drive 

Dent, MN 56528 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <slate2359@comcast.net>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 4:03 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Steven H. Slatten 

6283 Red Maple Lane, Lino Lakes, Minnesota 55014 

Email Address: slate2359@comcast.net 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All,  

 

I am one of four owners of a 50 acre parcel that borders the southern shore of the south arm of Star Lake where 

the proposed casino will be built. There is absolutely no question that this project will have a negative impact on 

the Star Lake watershed and surrounding environment. Having heard that the tribe does it's best to be good 

neighbor, I find it hard to believe that the tribe would be in favor of this much damage to sensitive land. The 

land was entrusted to them for the purpose of having access to quality wild rice beds to harvest. How can 

damaging those rice beds even be considered as acceptable. I also agree with the following arguments. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 
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property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully, 

Steven H. Slatten 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <wroge.randy@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 7:21 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Randy Wroge 

18825 cty rd 34 nya mn. 

Email Address: wroge.randy@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <ckksbroom@aol.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 10:04 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Cherie Mathison 

32255 East Rosewood Drive, Dent, MN 56528 

Email Address: ckksbroom@aol.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Cherie Mathison 

 

32255 E. Rosewood Drive 

Dent, MN 56528 

ckksbroom@aol.com 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <brenaubstr@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 1:13 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Brenda Ebanks 

39605 Galaxy Road, Dent MN 56528 

Email Address: brenaubstr@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Regarding the Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake Wetland Replacement Plan application ... I plead with you to 

carefully review and consider this application thoroughly and consider both the short-term and long-term 

consequences. My hope is that you deny this wetland replacement plan application and demand that this project 

move to an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 

 

Quite simply, I do not understand how ruining wetlands in OTC, specifically Star Lake, and purchasing wetland 

credits to restore wetlands in another part of Minnesota is of any benefit, now or in the future, to Star Lake and 

its surrounding ecosystem. 

 

Many, if not all, of the environmental reasons that resulted in the demise of the Blue Heron project (Dead Lake) 

and, in turn, the creation of the 800+ acre Dead Lake Wildlife Management Area are equally critical 

environmental concerns for Star Lake, especially the South Arm basin which is very similar to the WMA of 

Dead Lake ... the location of this proposed development being just a few miles to the north (as the crow flies, or 

in this case, as the loons, eagles, osprey, and geese fly) of Dead Lake. 

 

From an article in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal (09/16/2010) at the dedication of the Dead Lake WMA, there 

seemed to be common agreement from lake shore owners, MN-DNR, COLA, state representatives, and even 

OTC that taking note of the environmental concerns in the early stages of the potential development is what led 

to the ultimate outcome of a WMA instead of a large scale development. Even Otter Tail County Commissioner 

Doug Huebsch was quoted as saying “We’re proud that the lake association persevered ... We as a county 

board, and others, are extremely happy with this solution.” (Source: Fergus Falls Daily Journal article "Dead 

Lake wildlife area dedicated", the link is: http://www.fergusfallsjournal.com/2010/09/dead-lake-wildlife-area-

dedicated/) 

 

Also, while I understand that the Wetland Conservation Act is a government approved program, my research 

seems to indicate it hasn't been all that successful. The Association of State Wetland Managers (ASWM) 

created a Wetland Restoration Work Group in 2014, composed of twenty five experts, including practitioners, 

regulators, policy makers, scientists and academics. The Work Group was tasked with identifying the most 

significant barriers to wetland restoration and identifying actions to address these challenges based on lessons 

learned and the substantial collective expertise of the Work Group and others. Their executive summary states 

"Numerous studies have documented the shortcomings of wetland mitigation and voluntary restoration projects 
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to achieve stated goals. However, despite these findings, there is little overall evidence that wetland restoration 

outcomes have significantly improved - and wetlands continue to be lost." (Source: Wetland Restoration: 

Contemporary Issues & Lessons Learned, v. 6.29.16; the link is: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=wetland+replacement+white+paper+2016&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8). As the 

saying goes "two wrongs don't make a right". 

 

Regarding the Star Lake Wetland Replacement Plan application I repeatedly see the term "proposed footprint". 

What does this mean? For due diligence on developments impacting wetlands don't you need to look at the 

impact to the adjacent property (land, lake, air), the entire watershed and a wider radius of ecosystem? There is 

information in the application about distances from this development (15 miles, 30 miles, 100 miles, etc) for 

income levels, drive times and populations. Are you looking at the impact on the ecosystem in the same radius 

measurements? 

 

It is unbelievable that in the "Star Lake Site Special Considerations" document there are many sections that say 

"A replacement plan for activities that would have a significant adverse effect on that cannot be functionally 

replaced must be denied" and that in virtually every instance mentioned the applicant indicated no adverse 

impact. Really? Just a few examples: There are critical spawning areas ... that's why we have a special 

regulation regarding the sunfish on Star Lake. In addition to the Dead Lake WMA, there are two WPA 

properties nearby ... obviously it was deemed important to set aside those parcels of land to protect the 

environment. All types of birds (loons, eagles, osprey, sandhill cranes) and wildlife (deer, turtles) either fly over 

(migrate) or walk through the property of this proposed development during different times of the year. Once 

their patterns are interrupted they will go elsewhere and we won't get them back. Even the wild ricing areas and 

the history that goes along with that seems to indicate that this property as a historical or cultural resource site 

would be in jeopardy. Again, maybe it is back to the definition of "proposed footprint" ... which I firmly believe 

must take into consideration a much larger footprint than the 14.6 acreas of trust (sovereign) land. 

 

I am a year round resident of Star Lake. We purchased our property on Star Lake in 2002 and rented a seasonal 

place on Otter Tail Lake prior to that. I came to this area for the peace and quiet and small town/rural setting. To 

me that means enjoying the lake, the waterfowl, the wildlife, the fishing and, unique to Star Lake, being able to 

look around from my boat and see many undeveloped parcels of land. And, equally importantly, leaving the 

hustle and bustle and lights of the city behind. Many of my Star Lake friends and neighbors have had their 

property for generations. I hear the same story over and over; priceless family memories are made at the lake 

that last a lifetime. Commissioners, since you live and work in Otter Tail County I am guessing you have an 

appreciation for these things too. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. I am hopeful that the processes that have been established to protect our 

citizens and our environment will be strictly adhered to with respect to this project. 

 

Respectfully, Brenda Ebanks 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <bettygorr@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 2:57 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Richard and Betty Gorr 

32378 Star Land Shore Drive Dent,Mn.56528 

Email Address: bettygorr@yahoo.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <bahill43@earthlink.net>

Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2016 3:46 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Bruce and Linda Hill 

33917 Downy Dr, Dent, Mn 56528 

Email Address: bahill43@earthlink.net 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 8:34 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Joseph Gangl 

768 Wentworth Av W, Mendota Heights, MN 55118 

Email Address: jganglAmsn.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

My family has owned a seasonal cabin on Star Lake for over forty years. My father would make yearly fishing 

trips to the lake prior to that staying at a great uncles cabin also on the lake. The address of our cabin is 38569 

Vics Beach Road. I am very concerned about the environmental impact of the planned casino, I have hunted and 

fished the south bay and would hate to see the fishery and wildlife habitat impacted. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 
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the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Joe Gangl 

Star Lake Property Owner 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <bear12r@embarqmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 9:37 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Tom and Claire Kraus 

874 Oriole Lane, Chaska, MN 55318 / 33189 380 St., Dent, MN 

Email Address: bear12r@embarqmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

We are very concerned regarding the wetlands replacement permit application by the White Earth Nation.  

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 
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SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL ABOVE CONCERNS ARE THOROUGHLY VETTED. Thank you! 

 

Respectfully 

Tom and Claire Kraus 

 

874 Oriiole Lane, Chaska, MN 55318 / 33189 380 Street, Dent, MN 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <ontwinlakes@msn.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 10:04 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Janet Moore 

29761 380th Street, Dent, MN 56528 

Email Address: ontwinlakes@msn.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

I am concerned about how this project will destroy the wetland. Once a natural wetland is destroyed, it cannot 

be created again. It is a very fragile ecosystem. The state of Minnesotas agencies that are concerned with our 

natural water resources, have been diligently trying to protect and preserve them. This wetland should not be 

destroyed by this proposed developement because of its strategic location to star lake and also that it drains into 

dead lake. I know what contaminated lakes are like in the twin cities. they have been destroyed by stormwater 

runoff for years and are basically a season of algae blooms and green colored water that doesn't support 

swimming or fishing. I can't believe that the state would allow this developement because it would take away 

the wild rice harvesting area, which was the original purpose of this land. Once you destroy these natural wild 

rice shoreland it will be lost forever. Wetlands are so important for the storage of rainwater. There are too many 

areas in the state that have destroyed our natural wetlands. Our state agencies now know the consequences of 

destroying wetlands. Please don't let this proposed project destroy this beautiful piece of land and it's intended 

use for future generations. 

 

Respectfully, 

Janet Moore 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Leah Moore <moore597@umn.edu>

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 11:33 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: darren.newville@eotswcd.org; robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; 

courtney.collison@state.mn.us; theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; 

robertmerila@arvig.net; steve.hofstad@state.mn.us

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Plan, Proposed Shooting Star Casino

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

My family has owned property on Star Lake since 1992.  The area is plush with natural habitat for wild life and 

citizens to enjoy.  My concern regarding the shooting star development is its potential to destroy natural 

habitat for wild life and also pollute the lake, wetlands, and surrounding area.  Filling in the DNR protected wet 

lands will disrupt the natural ecosystem of the area and take away the natural filtering process for rain 

water.  Compounding the issue will be the addition of large amounts of impervious surfaces (parking lots, 

roadways, buildings, etc.) to the area which will increase untreated water run off.  Adding a storm water pond 

may be considered acceptable by the state when there is not other alternative, but the truth is once a wetland 

is taken away it can never be replaced.  A storm water pond is not an acceptable alternative when prevention 

of the destruction of the wetland is the best option.  Taking away the lakes natural filtering process and then 

adding untreated water run off to the area can lead to no other outcome than polluting Star Lake and the 

surrounding watershed.  Adding man-made wet lands, as White Earth Nation has proposed, in Roseau and 

Becker will do nothing to for the habitat and ecosystem of Star Lake.  Preventing this commercial development 

and disruption of the area is the best option for the lake and surrounding area. 

I am also concerned about waste water treatment.  What protections will be in place to prevent human waste 

water from the casino, hotel, and RV park from entering the water table? 

Also if people are bringing boats and water crafts from other areas (as White Earth Nation has stated they are 

hoping to have people come from a 200 mile radius), what protections will be in place to prevent aquatic 

hitchhikers and invasive species from being brought into the area lakes? 

With an influx of this many people, what other impact will be placed on the environment with the required 

development of roads and infrastructure?  When considering environmental impact we can't only look at what 

the White Earth Nation development will do to the environment, but also must consider the massive amount 

of impact to convert what are now small county roads and dirt roads that are not fit to accommodate the 

massive increase in traffic to the area. 

White Earth Nation has proposed to use funds from this casino for restoration and preservation of cultural 

sites in White Earth.  This land is a historic wild rice harvesting area.  With all due respect to the White Earth 

Nation, wouldn't commercial development of this site prevent it from being properly used for the teaching of 

the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future generations?  By not commercially developing 
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this land, it would prevent any harm to the natural habitat and the land would function as it was meant to and 

still provide an educational and cultural learning opportunity for future generations. 

In addition, White Earth Nations states they want to fill 50% of the 500 expected created jobs to be filled by 

White Earth Tribal members.  Will these employees be commuting everyday?  This will also increase traffic to 

the roads that are not suited for large amounts of traffic.  Will these Tribal members be moving to the 

area?  The proposal discusses the need for affordable housing for its Tribe members.  There is already a 

shortage of affordable housing in this area.  Will there be development of affordable housing and where 

would this development be?  Again further development of the area will increase environmental impact which 

should also be considered in the overall negative impact to the lake and its surrounding ecosystem. 

Noise and light pollution must also be considered.  Although these factors do not have a direct impact on the 

water quality and ecosystem of the area it will affect wild life in a number of ways.  Natural habitat for water 

fowl and other animals in the area will be destroyed.  People will no longer have the peace and serenity that 

this area currently offers when there are increases in light pollution and noise from the casino and the 

increased traffic that will be brought to the area. 

The many unknown variables of this development will no doubt have a negative impact on this beautiful 

undeveloped area in MN.  My hopes are that this area can be left natural and used as it was originally 

intended as a wild rice harvesting area. 

I appreciate the time you have taken to read this letter and hope that you seriously consider the issues that 

have been raised by me and other community members in the area. 

Please feel free to contact me with any  concerns I have raised. 

Sincerely, 

Leah Moore 

moore597@umn.edu 

612-750-2689 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <dFlach@arvig.net>

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 12:43 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: donald flach 

32886 401st st dent mn 

Email Address: dFlach@arvig.net 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <onstarlake@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 3:04 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: DAVID R MOORE 

29761 380TH ST DENT MN 56528 

Email Address: onstarlake@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. l 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 

 

 

 

I live 1&1/4 mile from 41 & 380th street. I believe we should take our time to look at every angle of this project 

from my understanding the Environmental Statement isn't done yet so let's hold making a decision on the 

wetland replacement plan application till we have all the FACTS. It might sound good that the White Earth 

Tribe is going to do a 2 for 1 replacement but it won't benefit Star Lake. We need to make sure this is done 

correctly because if we don't our beautiful lake will become impaired 

 

 

Thank you 

 

Dave Moore 

 

Phone 612-418-8107 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Harriett Reed <reed5th@hotmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 4:25 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: contact@slccg.info

Subject: Public comment on Star Lake Commercial Development

Attachments: July 21.docx

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Please read attached letter of concern. 

 

HARRIETT REED 

32403 STARLAND SHORE DR. 

DENT MN 56528 

218.457.1564 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <Sherayestrube@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 6:22 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: David McPadden 

32364 Starland shore drive 

Email Address: Sherayestrube@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 

 

David G. McPadden 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <Sherayestrube@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 6:23 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Sharon McPadden 

32364 Starland shore drive 

Email Address: Sherayestrube@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 

Sharon McPadden 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <Sherayestrube@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 6:24 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Sheraye Strube 

42185 395th street perham mn 56573 

Email Address: Sherayestrube@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 

Sheraye Strube 



89

Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <Sherayestrube@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 6:25 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: James Ternus 

42185 395th street perham mm 56573 

Email Address: Sherayestrube@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 

James Ternus 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <cjsteiny@comcast.net>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 4:55 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Jim Steinmueller 

2410 Sunrise Drive St. Paul MN 55117 

Email Address: cjsteiny@comcast.net 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: phil stoll <pstoll93@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 6:40 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Casino Wetland Property Concerns Letter

Attachments: Casino wetland letter.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 

 

Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <Bobcraggs@aol.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2016 9:46 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Robert W. Craggs 

1638N 1700E Road ..Taylorville, Illinois 

Email Address: Bobcraggs@aol.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <nstarlake4@charter.net>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 9:24 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: John and Renae Carlson 

40250 330th Ave. Dent MN 56528 

Email Address: nstarlake4@charter.net 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Lee Mindemann <lee@mindemann.net>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 9:48 AM

To: Kyle Westergard; steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotcswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; Concerned Citizens Group; 

courtney.collison@state.mn.us; theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; 

robertmerila@arvig.net; Wayne Johnson OTC; Bill Kalar

Subject: Public Comment to WCA Application for Shooting Star Casino

Attachments: 160721 Star Lake WCA Application Comments.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

TO:  Mr. Kyle Westergard, Otter Tail County Dept. of Land & Resources                             7/21/16 

  

FROM:  Lee & Becky Mindemann, 32739 380
th

 St., Dent, MN 56528, lee@mindemann.net 

  

  

SUBJECT: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application 

  

  

Dear Mr. Westergard and All; 

  

We built our retirement home in 2009 and are year round residents of Star Lake.  My family has owned and 

enjoyed property on Star Lake since the early 1950’s.  The fourth generation of our family is now forming those 

life-long memories & attachment to Star Lake that are woven so tightly into the live style fabric of Star Lake 

families.   

  

We are very concerned about the potential negative environmental impacts that come with any large 

commercial development of this size and nature.  However, given the environmental sensitive location of this 

proposed site we are both shocked and frankly perplexed that this idea would warrant any serious 

consideration.  The site is technically on a peninsula within a pristine MN lake!  That in itself should cause 

alarm. 
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On page 4 of the Joint Application the developer acknowledges the entire facility will need to be built on the 

14.57 acres of trust land.  By the DNR records and Otter Tail County documents only 1.97 acres of the trust 

land is pasture/farm land – the balance is classified as wetland and Star Lake.  In a high water year, much of the 

trust parcel is under water.  The developer’s announced plan is to dredge the muck from the wetland and replace 

with sand/gravel – hence  this request to fill in the wetland, and replace 2 for 1 wetland acres in Roseau & 

Becker counties. 

  

We fail to see how creating additional wetland in those two counties is going to do anything to mitigate the loss 

of wetland in Star Lake, or to mitigate the potential damage to the remaining Star Lake wetland caused by 

stormwater/wastewater run-off.  We concede that this may be a “legal” option for the developer, but we 

certainly do not feel it is the “right” thing to do for Star Lake. We are not scientists, but for years have listened 

to DNR and county officials describe in great detail the benefits of the wetlands to the overall health of the lake, 

and why it is important not to disturb them.  We sincerely hope that these same officials will have the integrity 

to stand behind those beliefs.    

  

On page 3 of the “Star Lake Special Considerations” attachment there are numerous references to aquatic and 

wildlife potential impacts.  Repeatedly the applicant uses the phrase “proposed footprint of the 

development”?  Is this to say the developer is only concerned about what actually impacts only the physical 

space where the casino et.al. is located?  Are we to believe that what happens on this specific “footprint” has 

NO IMPACT on the wetland/lake 100 feet away or 500’ away?  Again, what we have all heard/learned time and 

time again is how eco-systems are interconnected.  It matters what happens upstream, or next door. 

  

As mentioned earlier we are year round residents who pass by this location daily.  The unnamed lake across 

Hwy 41 is a nesting area for Trumpeter Swans – there were seven of them there yesterday.  There were three 

Sand Hill Cranes on the location of the proposed electrical substation this morning.  There are numerous nesting 

loons in the south arm.  While we have no data to support this, we have long believed that Star Lake must have 

one of the highest concentrations of loons in the area.  I have counted as many as 21 from the end of my dock. 

  

For the developer to state “It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas,” is an inaccurate statement.  Has anyone vetted this information with the 

USFWS who manages the Staff Waterfowl Production Area one mile to the north, and the Dead Lake Wildlife 

Management Area 1+ miles to the southeast?  Our home is located on one of the narrowest sections of the 

peninsula separating the main lake and the south arm.  In the fall & spring seasons the south arm of Star Lake is 

brimming with waterfowl activity.  It is an extremely up-lifting experience to hear that sound shortly after ice-

out each year. 

  

We can also attest the significant deer population that winters in and around the fee land and old golf course 

parcels adjacent to the trust land.  In addition, we regularly see fox, mink, and on one occasion a cougar.   We 

counted eight Bald Eagle sitting on the ice in front of our place this past spring.  For the developer to state in 

this application that none of these exist is simply not true.   
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Lastly, why is this application even being considered at this point in the process?  It’s my understanding that 

two Environmental Assessment Worksheets are being done, one Federal and one State.  It seems like the cart 

before the horse to allow wetland mitigation work to commence prior to the EAW’s being completed.  Is it not 

the responsibility of Otter Tail County to review the EAW results to determine whether or not they are 

sufficient, or is an Environmental Impact Statement warranted? 

  

In closing, the wildlife, the bountiful natural views, the wail of the loons, the pristine waters, and a great fishery 

are the things that make Star Lake the very special place that it is.  Please, please, deny this application until the 

final plans for the development are decided, and the initial EAW’s are completed.   

  

Respectfully, Lee & Becky Mindemann 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <dennyandsharry@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 9:49 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Dennis Madsen 

32979 380th street 

Email Address: dennyandsharry@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <orin.score@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 10:16 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Orin Score 

32465 380th St, Dent, MN 

Email Address: orin.score@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

My concerns about the proposed casino development are the following: 

 

That area of Star Lake, originally set aside for the Native Americans to harvest wild rice, is also a waterfowl 

nesting area and very shallow area that fish occupy at certain times of the year. Disruption to this natural habitat 

will have an effect on the local ecology, no matter how careful these efforts are. Water runoff from developed 

areas is a concern. 

 

I am also concerned about probable planned (but unstated) development to the shoreline to the North of the 

casino by 380th St. This is a very shallow area bordering excellent fishing areas that would be severely 

disrupted if any type of lake access is proposed there.  

 

As a resident, the safety of our roads is a major concern, although this is perhaps out of the scope of your 

specific concerns. Increased traffic on these rural roads WILL lead to accidents because of narrow and winding 

roads and limited visibility in many areas. 

 

Thank you for listening to my concerns, 

 

Orin Score 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Brian Meline <silverado1947@yahoo.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 11:04 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star lake casino wetlands exchange

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 

Sirs:  We are writing to say we oppose the exchange of wetlands that the WhiteEarth Tribe wants to obtain.  Star Lake 

wetlands in the area are precious to wildlife.  We are seeing Sandhills Cranes,Trumpeter swans ,and more.  We will lose 

our precious duck hunting land as well.  Please, please do not let this happen! 

 

                           Mary and Brian Meline.  33437 Vics Beach Road Dent, Mn 

                               And son, Eric Meline Sent from my iPad 
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Kyle Westergard

From: John Halvorson <john_halvors@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 11:24 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM:  Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE:  It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”?  

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

Respectfully  

 

John Halvorson 

(Concerned Citizen) 

 

 

 

 

 

Sent from Samsung tablet 
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Kyle Westergard

From: John Halvorson <john_halvors@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 11:26 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; contact@slccg.info; courtney.collison@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS:  Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

Respectfully  

 

John Halvorson  

(Concerned Citizen) 

 

 

 

 

 

Sent from Samsung tablet 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <bpmac12@mac.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 11:32 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Paul MacGregor 

680 East State St. Mason City, Iowa 50401 

Email Address: bpmac12@mac.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed wetlands exchange on Star Lake in connection with the 

Shooting Star Casino Project. I have spent summers on this lake for over 60 years and have owned property on 

this lake for 45 years. I am of the opinion that any action which diminishes the natural habitat on this lake 

should not be allowed. It is already jeopardized by the "ditch" project which puts it at risk for Zebra Mussel 

infestation. Any action which alters this lake in such a manner ultimately will have a negative impact on it. I 

realize that the change might be slow but it will occur never the less. We are responsible for the long term care 

of our 10,000 lakes and must consider the impact of any action over multiple generations. I am opposed to the 

casino and any action which affects our lake. 

Sincerely, 

Paul MacGregor 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Noah Riley  <noahriley@integra.net>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 11:57 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Public Comment period for the WETLAND REPLACEMENT PLAN APPLICATION

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Good afternoon Mr Westgard and all concerned, 

 

My wife and I purchased our home on Star Lake in 1993. Our family has been enjoying Star Lake ever since. We have 

many many fond family memories on this pristine lake in Ottertail county. Being involved in lake community is part of 

being a Stewart of lake in my opinion. We are concerned about any and all environmental impacts that are brought to 

the lake area. The development of the Star Lake Casino is a very large construction project with very large impacts. It will 

be located in the south arm of the lake where all types of wild life live currently. Wetlands are protected for many 

reasons and we are disturbed that consideration of this project is even allowed, we are shocked. We understand the 

“trusted Land” is the tribes land and they can do whatever they like with it however, impacting the lake is perplexing to 

us.  

 

It is our understanding that only 2 acres of the 14 acres of the “trusted Land” is agricultural. 12 acres is what the tribe 

would like to remove the bottom and replace with gravel fill in the proposal now. They propose to replace the dredged 

wetland with the required “2 for 1” land in Becker county? I have heard the tribe tell us in meetings that they have no 

reason to disrupt any of  “trusted land”. They wanted to leave any and all of the shore line alone where their land is for 

wild rice observation. Even building an observation tower to enjoy the views. Now, they would like permission to dredge 

it? It is at a very sensitive area on the lake for impact. 

 

It seems that what we say and what we do and what we ask for can be many different ways to get this project underway 

as long as you have money or bring money to the county. We seriously hope a lot of consideration is given to this 

application for the purpose to keep the lake and its shores protected and pristine.  Sure feels like if you have enough 

money   anything can be built…… 

 

Please deny the application until final drawings are clearly showing the total development of this project and do not let 

the developer  get permits and applications approved until everyone can see the entire project.  Let the beauty of Star 

Lake continue with its waters and wildlife. It is a very special place. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Noah and Mary Riley  

38245 Bambi Drive  

Dent MN  

 

701-238-9622  noahriley@integra.net 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <bpmac12@mac.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 12:04 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Barbara MacGregor 

680 East State Street Mason City, IA 50401 

Email Address: bpmac12@mac.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

In addition to the specific concerns listed below I would like to say that as a resident of Iowa who has owned 

property on Star Lake for 40 years., I would urge you NOT to approve the wetland exchange for the Shooting 

Star Casino. All MN lakes are experiencing added stress with warming temperatures. Creating a wetland in 

another region will not prevent increased eutrophication of Star Lake. We know natural causes are already 

increasing this process and removing a wetland can and will impact the lake. The foot print and location of any 

building project can to be redesigned. The ecology of Star Lake, is at risk with this project for it's long term 

health. As an Iowan, I have had great respect for Minnesota and it's history of respecting and protecting the 

natural environment. I would urge you not to allow this exchange which will unquestionably impact the long 

term health of this lake.  

 

 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 
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There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <tyler.e.riley@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 12:09 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Tyler Riley 

38271 Bambi Dr. Dent, MN 

Email Address: tyler.e.riley@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully,  

Tyler Riley 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Maggie Meehan <meehanyou2@yahoo.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 12:17 PM

To: Env.Review@state.mn.us

Cc: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Environmental Impact Statement regarding proposed Casino on Star Lake

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 Greetings to the State of Minnesota and to Ottertail County 
 
I am writing to request the completion of a full environmental impact statement before approval of the 
proposed casino on Star Lake.   
It is my understanding that the preliminary site is impinging on sensitive wetlands and historic rice 
harvest areas.  Neither of the latter can be re established in the same way that a new site for the 
casino can be.  It is also my understanding that there has been a possible alternative site for the 
casino identified. 
 
I really believe there should be no objection to the EIS and I appreciate your consideration of my 
request. 
Thank you. 
 
 
Maggie Meehan 
205 N. Sheridan St.  #507 
Fergus Falls, MN  56537 
 
218-770-1353 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <dennyandsharry@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 12:31 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Dennis Madsen 

32979 380th street 

Email Address: dennyandsharry@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: John Heine <JohnHeine@usiwireless.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 2:07 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Comments on the Joint Application by White Earth Band of Chippewa d/b/a Shooting 

Star with respect to water resources in Star Lake Township

Attachments: Shooting Star - Star Lake wetland application comments.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

To: Kyle Westergard, OTC Land & Resource Management, 540 West Fir, Fergus Falls, MN 56537 

 
Mr. Westergard, I have attached to this e-mail my comments on Shooting Star’s Joint Application for wetland replacement 

for property in Star Lake Township. 
 

Regards, 

 

John R. Heine 
JohnHeine@usiwireless.com 
612-720-8917 
4001 44th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Arlette Preston <arlette.preston@homeinstead.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 2:10 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: Kyle Westergard; steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; courtney.collision@state.mn.us; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila@arvig.net; 

bkalar@co.ottertail.mn.u

Subject: White Earth Nation's Application for Wetland Replacement

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

We are writing to express concern about the plan to fill in the wetlands on the south arm of Star Lake for the 

development of the planned casino. We do not have information on the amount of fill, but as we understand, 

the portion of the trust land classified as wetland is a large majority of the acreage. With the shallow waters 

on the South Arm, it holds vegetation and waterfowl that are important to maintain in the Star Lake eco 

system. This proposal will alter the shoreline on the South Arm to the detriment of what makes our lake so 

appealing. 

 

Please consider denying this application. 

 

Arlette & Richard Preston 

38371 Bambi Dr 

Dent, MN 56528 

arlette.preston@homeinstead.com 

 

  

  



118

Kyle Westergard

From: Jon Millerhagen <jmllrhgn@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 4:03 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Casino Comments

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

TO: Kyle Westerberg 

Otter Tail County  

Land and Resource Management 

I own property on the West Arm of Star Lake. I am concerned about the plan to fill wetlands in order to build 

the casino on the trust land that the tribe owns.  

Filling in wetlands is a desperate measure. Putting the casino in 15 acres of wetland on the South Arm just 

because it is trust land should not be the only option. The County could work with the tribe on a more 

appropriate location away from Star Lake with better access, more housing, more infrastructure— that is NOT 

located in a sensitive wetland.  Trust land deals have been done before. So we should’t leave the decision of 

where a casino makes sense for Otter Tail County to the WEN. 

Here are a few of my concerns. 

My children, John (20) and Anna (17) swim in the lake, and we use our cabin for lots of outdoor activities like 

boating, swimming, and fishing. Water quality is very important to us. Star lake has impressive clarity for a lake 

in our area. We want to keep it that way. 

Aquatic plants such as cattail, bulrush, water lilies, and other aquatic vegetation are important because they 

reduce shoreline erosion, provide fish and wildlife habitat, buffer shorelines from pollutants, and provide other 

environmental benefits.  

The South Arm is a vital part of the Star Lake ecosystem and the vegetation there helps to filter the water for the 

whole lake. Filling in this wetland will affect not only the water quality on the South Arm, but even further 

downstream. 

 In that area of the lake, I have personally witnessed Bald Eagles dive to the waters surface and capture 

northerns for feeding.There’s nesting habitat for ducks and other waterbirds, as well as feeding and resting areas 

all along the lakeshore, Destroying this wetland will affect the future productivity and potential of our game, 

ducks and deer, as well as non-game animals, loons, herons, egrets. This is wildlife that my family, and all the 

lake’s residents and visitors now enjoy. I feel that this loss of diversity will impact my children’s opportunities 

to experience the abundance of wildlife and fishing and lake opportunities that I and my friends who have 

cabins on the West Arm have known.  I believe these gifts of nature will be lost if we allow developments such 

as the casino to decimate this natural setting.  

If the Tribe is allowed to fill the wetlands, it cannot be undone. This is an irretrievable loss. 
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 The casino complex that is projected will produce an enormous burden of wastewater, run-off, noise, lights and 

human activity that has the potential to affect our lake. The entire scope of the project and potential harm must 

be taken into consideration. We need a complete Environmental Impact Statement to be implemented before 

any permits be granted. Please strongly consider my request as you work to serve the citizens of Otter Tail 

County. 

Jon and Kara Millerhagen 

30297 383rd St. 

Dent, MN 56537 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <jerrymarilynnordeen@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 4:08 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Jerry Nordeen 

East Rosewood Dr. Dent, MN 

Email Address: jerrymarilynnordeen@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

God ahead and build your Casino, just give Star Lake residents a discount for the restaurants.  

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: duanesworlddobko@gmail.com

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 9:32 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Shooting Star Casino - Star Lake: Wetland Replacement Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: 

 

Very concerned that the wetlands that would be removed for the star lake white earth casino will be a huge negative for 

the entire lake ecosystem.  Also very concerned about septic system leaching into lake system.  Very concerned that 

environmental assessments to date have not been thorough enough to maintain the lake quality that star lake currently 

has.   

 

Respectfully 

(Concerned Citizen) 

 

Duane Dobko.   

 

Sent from my iPhone 



123

Kyle Westergard

From: kim parsons <kim_parsons68@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 9:59 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Casino

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 

Please do not go forward with this casino near a lake. Wetland and wild rice  do not benefit from a casino. Otter 

Tail County has no regulations to protect this area going forward. The public comment period was short and not 

well publicized.  

Christine Parsons  

32444 Trumpeter Loop, Dent MN.  
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <verdinfam4@comcast.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 10:21 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Jackolyn Verdin 

110 Dale street west, South Saint Paul, MN 55075 

Email Address: verdinfam4@comcast.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 10:27 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Mayra Verdin 

43 east wyoming street, Saint Paul, MN 55107 

:  

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 10:27 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Maria Ibarra 

43 east wyoming street, Saint Paul, MN 55107 

:  

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 11:48 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Bertha Verdin 

237 Sidney street west, Saint Paul, MN 55107 

:  

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 11:48 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Jose Verdin 

237 Sidney street west, Saint Paul, MN 55107 

:  

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 11:54 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Aubrey Brooks Monjeau 

106 Dale street west, South Saint Paul, MN 55075 

:  

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <fchute@msn.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 5:42 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Fred Chute 

405 Arthur St, Hopkins, MN 55343 

Email Address: fchute@msn.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <Smitty223@yahoo.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 10:18 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Ryan Smith 

510 2nd St W, Northfield, MN 55057 

Email Address: Smitty223@yahoo.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <cabronmn@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 10:22 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: David Verdin 

110 Dale street west, South Saint Paul, MN 55075 

Email Address: cabronmn@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <jonsilverman@yahoo.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 11:26 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Jon Silverman 

37711 Hunters Beach Lane, Dent, MN 

Email Address: jonsilverman@yahoo.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <janetannscott@yahoo.com>

Sent: Friday, July 22, 2016 11:30 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Jan Scott 

37711 Hunters Beach Lane,Dent, mn 

Email Address: janetannscott@yahoo.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <bobhegg@daktech.com>

Sent: Monday, July 25, 2016 10:32 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Bob Hegg 

31485 395th St, Dent, MN 56528 

Email Address: bobhegg@daktech.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <jacki1@cableone.net>

Sent: Monday, July 25, 2016 10:34 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Jacqueline Hegg 

31485 395th St, Dent, MN 56528 

Email Address: jacki1@cableone.net 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Roger Neeser <rbnees16@comcast.net>

Sent: Monday, July 25, 2016 12:15 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Casino

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

With all due respect, I find this application to be a travesty of natural resources for which the Trust Lands were originally 

designated and set-aside. 

 

This is nothing to cheer about for “Eastern” Ottertail County. 

 

RDN  



151

Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <timothy.lindgren@gd-ais.com>

Sent: Monday, July 25, 2016 1:20 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Timothy & Amy Lindgren Trust 

32122 N Rosewood Dr 

Email Address: timothy.lindgren@gd-ais.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

Waterfowl hunters have been coming to Star Lake since long before the parcel was purchased for the Minnesota 

Chippewa Tribe for wild rice camps. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 
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population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 

Timothy & Amy Lindgren 

Ian Lindgren 

Samuel Lindgren 

Jasmine & Joseph Koncur 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <djahlschlag@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 25, 2016 4:02 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Donald J Ahlschlager 

32292 Birchwood Shores Dr. N 

Email Address: djahlschlag@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”? 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”? 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 
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ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully 

 

Don Ahlschlager 



155

Kyle Westergard

From: Christine G Salmon <csalmon65@msn.com>

Sent: Monday, July 25, 2016 5:03 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Shooting Star Resort & Casino

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 

 

Hello,  

 

I am writing to express my concerns regarding the proposed project.  I hope the following thoughts will be 

considered seriously before the Casino/Resort gets underway. 

  First, the wetlands provide a safe environment for many species of birds and fish.  I would think Native 

American people would respect the natural habitat and consider building in another area. 

  I also have concerns about increased traffic on nearby roads which will obviously require more maintenance 

by the State Dept of Roadside in all seasons.  This will certainly lead to increases in taxes, which the Natives do 

not pay (being a "sovereign nation").  Local landowners will be the ones paying the price. 

  The possibility of widespread corrupt behavior, which may include driving under the influence of 

alcohol,  increased drug activity, theft, etc. are a series concern.  This may result in increasing law officers 

patrolling the area. 

  There are so many reasons not to build a casino/Resort on Star Lake, it is hard for me to imagine even 

considering the project! 

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

Christine G. Salmon 

32255 East Rosewood Rd 

Dent MN  56528 

 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
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Kyle Westergard

From: snow <jasnow@centurytel.net>

Sent: Monday, July 25, 2016 5:24 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Comment period

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Please consider the negative impact on local wetlands if the casino is built where planned!  The storms of the 

past couple of weeks are evidence of the need to protect our wetlands surrounding Star Lake.  The run-off 

from recent storms would have a seriously negative effect on the purity of the water in Star Lake if a 

containment for sewage should overflow from massive amounts of rainfall.  The best planning is often not 

enough to prevent such “accidents” when nature takes over.  Please prevent the casino from building near 

beautiful Star Lake where we as property owners are not even able to have septic systems (holding tanks only) 

because of the possibility of contamination on a much smaller scale! 

  

Fannie and John Snowberg 

32664 380th St.   

Dent, MN  
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Kyle Westergard

From: Rick Saffrin <rick@saffrinfinancial.com>

Sent: Monday, July 25, 2016 6:06 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Proposed Shooting Star Casino

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

The following is a public comment in regards to the "Wetlands Replacement Application" 

 

I certainly am not an expert on MN soil, water and conservation laws. However it seems inappropriate (wrong) that the 

replacement land is in Becker county and another further north county. Any replacement of Ottertail county wetland 

should be within Ottertail county.  

 

Rick Saffrin 

Dead Lake Resident 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <estensonp@egroupnet.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2016 8:03 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Paul Estenson 

4645 Eastwood Road Minnetonka, MN 55345 

Email Address: estensonp@egroupnet.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

 

Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the “proposed footprint”?  

 

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

 

Secondly, the applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any effects on Star Lake when those effects are 

potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of the South Arm, the largest currently 

undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are clearly the Star Lake watershed the 

effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through degraded water quality due to potential for 

higher nutrient loading. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Paul Estenson 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <starwood@arvig.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2016 8:27 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Donald Herron 

33697 Beaver Dam Trail 

Email Address: starwood@arvig.net 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What good does it do for the current wildlife 

inhabitants of this wetlands to have wetlands established maybe hundreds of miles away? Won't they just die 

off? 

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Don Herron 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Gary Miller <garypmiller@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2016 9:31 AM

To: Kyle Westergard; doug.huebsch@gmail.com; waynej@loretel.net; jmlind@prtel.com; 

king@arvig.net; leerogness@yahoo.com

Subject: Shooting Star Casino-Star Lake Wetland Replacement Plan Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 

     We are sending this email to enter our comments on the Shooting Star Casino-Star Lake Wetlands Replacement Plan 

Application.  We understand the comment period has been extended until July 29th, 2016. 

     Although we are fairly new property owners on Star Lake (3 years), we both grew up in Fergus Falls and have enjoyed 

the Minnesota lakes country for years.  We brought our family to Galaxy Resort for many years when our children were 

growing up.  We decided to purchase our retirement home here due to the quality of the lakes water, it's quiet nature, 

fishery, and the sanctuary it provides for waterfowl and migratory birds.  It is the place we hope our grandchildren can 

experience for years to come.   

     Therefore, we request that you deny the wetland replacement plan application and support having the project move 

to an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) level.  It is critical we get this right not only for the lake but also all future 

generations. 

     Our core question is how destroying a wetlands ecosystem on Star Lake and attempting to replace it in another 

location in the state protects the environmental integrity of Star Lake?  Wetlands restoration as a program does not 

have solid evidence that it truly works. 

     We understand the 14.6 acres of trust land is not all designated "wetlands".  The designation of wetlands is more like 

9.5 acres.  BUT, removing that acreage has a potential impact on our lake environment beyond the 9.5 acres in question.  

Granting approval for its removal should NOT be done without a complete EIS.  

     The wetlands to be impacted have existed since the lake was created thousands of years ago.  The trust land was 

originally granted for the harvesting of wild rice and the maintenance of the wild rice beds.  Let's make sure what is 

done is right for the lake, it's ecosystem, and future users of this tremendous resource. 

 

Sincerely,  Gary P. and Kathryn L. Miller 

 

Sent from my iPad 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <Lindajvictor01@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 26, 2016 12:21 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Richard G. Victor 

33867 Star Ridge Dr. Dent, man. 56528 

Email Address: Lindajvictor01@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All 

 

The STar Lake Property Owners Association has worked hard to the and nurture the environment in and 

aroundStar Lake. We have been stewards to insure that future on the lake is not affected by development that 

does respect the lake experience we love. 

Our a ins blend on with the natural enviroment and we ensure t,he support the natural habitat that insures our 

sons and daughters wil see.  

T,he proposals that have been shown by the Tribe immediately started with the destruction of a needed wetland. 

Nature should come first and foremost and be seriously protected. 

The Tribe should rethink their design and consider other properties that do not damage the environment of our 

lake. 

 

 

Respectfully, 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <olav64@loretel.net>

Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2016 12:10 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Scott Hanson 

14321 Oak Ridge Rd 

Email Address: olav64@loretel.net 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

 

I am part of a hunting group with land directly across the bay from the proposed location. The amount of fill 

that is being added and wetlands impacted will without doubt have an impact on waterfowl habitat and 

production. Star Lake is a wonderful natural resource and I believe that the creation of a casino is hardly worth 

the impact to this resource. In addition I do not understand how staffing and housing of employees can be 

supported from this area. There are large companies within 15 miles that have significant openings for 

staff...there are not enough available human resources to support this without significantly impacting both small 

and large business staffing needs. 

 

Respectfully, 
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Kyle Westergard

From: campaquila@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2016 1:30 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: contact@slccg.info; president@starlakeassociation.com; Bill Kalar; 

doug.huebsch@gmail.com; waynej@loretel.net; jmlind@prtel.com; king@arvig.net; 

leerogness@yahoo.com; lee@mindemann.net

Subject: SL Wetland Comments

Attachments: Kyle Westergard - Wetland Replacement.pdf; Letter Re Wetland Replacemnt App, July 

2016.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 
 
 
Sorry -  Having trouble with my attachments. 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2016 6:45 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Susan Bursey 

1015 - 6th Street NW Perham, MN 56573 

Email Address: none 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: I plead with you to carefully review and consider this 

application thoroughly and consider both the short-term and longterm consequences. My hope is that you deny 

this wetland replacement plan application and demand that this project move to an Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS).  

Quite simply, I do not understand how ruining wetlands in OTC, specifically Star Lake, and purchasing wetland 

credits to restore wetlands in another part of Minnesota is of any benefit, now or in the future, to Star Lake and 

its surrounding ecosystem.  

Many, if not all, of the environmental reasons that resulted in the demise of the Blue Heron project (Dead Lake) 

and, in turn, the creation of the 800+ acre Dead Lake Wildlife Management Area are equally critical 

environmental concerns for Star Lake, especially the South Arm basin which is very similar to the WMA of 

Dead Lake ... the location of this proposed development being just a few miles to the north (as the crow flies, or 

in this case, as the loons, eagles, osprey, and geese fly) of Dead Lake.  

From an article in the Fergus Falls Daily Journal (09/16/2010) at the dedication of the Dead Lake WMA, there 

seemed to be common agreement from lake shore owners, MN-DNR, COLA, state representatives, and even 

OTC that taking note of the environmental concerns in the early stages of the potential development is what led 

to the ultimate outcome of a WMA instead of a large scale development. Even Otter Tail County Commissioner 

Doug Huebsch was quoted as saying “We’re proud that the lake association persevered ... We as a county 

board, and others, are extremely happy with this solution.” (Source: Fergus Falls Daily Journal article "Dead 

Lake wildlife area dedicated", the link is: http://www.fergusfallsjournal.com/2010/09/dead-lake-wildlife-area-

dedicated/)  

Also, while I understand that the Wetland Conservation Act is a government approved program, my research 

seems to indicate it hasn't been all that successful. The Association of State Wetland Managers (ASWM) 

created a Wetland Restoration Work Group in 2014, composed of twenty five experts, including practitioners, 

regulators, policy makers, scientists and academics. The Work Group was tasked with identifying the most 

significant barriers to wetland restoration and identifying actions to address these challenges based on lessons 

learned and the substantial collective expertise of the Work Group and others. Their executive summary states 

"Numerous studies have documented the shortcomings of wetland mitigation and voluntary restoration projects 

to achieve stated goals. However, despite these findings, there is little overall evidence that wetland restoration 

outcomes have significantly improved - and wetlands continue to be lost." (Source: Wetland Restoration: 
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Contemporary Issues & Lessons Learned, v. 6.29.16; the link is: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=wetland+replacement+white+paper+2016&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8). As the 

saying goes "two wrongs don't make a right".  

Regarding the Star Lake Wetland Replacement Plan application I repeatedly see the term "proposed footprint". 

What does this mean? For due diligence on developments impacting wetlands don't you  

need to look at the impact to the adjacent property (land, lake, air), the entire watershed and a wider radius of 

ecosystem? There is information in the application about distances from this development (15 miles, 30 miles, 

100 miles, etc) for income levels, drive times and populations. Are you looking at the impact on the ecosystem 

in the same radius measurements?  

It is unbelievable that in the "Star Lake Site Special Considerations" document there are many sections that say 

"A replacement plan for activities that would have a significant adverse effect on that cannot be functionally 

replaced must be denied" and that in virtually every instance mentioned the applicant indicated no adverse 

impact. Really? Just a few examples: There are critical spawning areas ... that's why we have a special 

regulation regarding the sunfish on Star Lake. In addition to the Dead Lake WMA, there are two WPA 

properties nearby ... obviously it was deemed important to set aside those parcels of land to protect the 

environment. All types of birds (loons, eagles, osprey, sandhill cranes) and wildlife (deer, turtles) either fly over 

(migrate) or walk through the property of this proposed development during different times of the year. Once 

their patterns are interrupted they will go elsewhere and we won't get them back. Even the wild ricing areas and 

the history that goes along with that seems to indicate that this property as a historical or cultural resource site 

would be in jeopardy. Again, maybe it is back to the definition of "proposed footprint" ... which I firmly believe 

must take into consideration a much larger footprint than the 14.6 acreas of trust (sovereign) land.  

I am a year round resident of Star Lake. We purchased our property on Star Lake in 2002 and rented a seasonal 

place on Otter Tail Lake prior to that. I came to this area for the peace and quiet and small town/rural setting. To 

me that means enjoying the lake, the waterfowl, the wildlife, the fishing and, unique to Star Lake, being able to 

look around from my boat and see many undeveloped parcels of land. And, equally importantly, leaving the 

hustle and bustle and lights of the city behind. Many of my Star Lake friends and neighbors have had their 

property for generations. I hear the same story over and over; priceless family memories are made at the lake 

that last a lifetime. Commissioners, since you live and work in Otter Tail County I am guessing you have an 

appreciation for these things too.  

Thank you for your consideration. I am hopeful that the processes that have been established to protect our 

citizens and our environment will be strictly adhered to with respect to this project 

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Susan Bursey 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2016 12:07 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Rodney Bursey 

1015 - 6th Street NW Perham, MN 56573 

Email Address: none 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Please disregard my previous letter and use this one.  

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”?  

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”?  

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 
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SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Rodney Bursey 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <cribber@arvig.net>

Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2016 2:42 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Darcy Cribb 

32128 N Rosewood 

Email Address: cribber@arvig.net 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

 

 

I have been against this since the Beginning and still WILL BE AGAINST IT!!!!!!!  

I don't understand how they don't have the same Rules/Laws like we do. We 

can build anything toward the lake, Taking all the rice patty out, the road (hwy 41) 

is NOT a durable Road for all the traffic it will have, Resorts will have to shut down 

all around it, My Daughter has gone to Camp Joy all her life and don't think it will be 

safe for her to go anymore, I have been to the different towns where White Earth 

Has there Casino and am NOT IMPRESSED with anything them have done (NOTHING).  

People around the areas are not Happy with them either. Here are just a few of MY  

Views. I Don't Like having to Lock Everything UP like when I lived in a Big City....Trust 

will Be Gone !!!!!!!!  

 

NO NO NO!!!!! Please listen to ALL the People that do LIVE HERE!!!!!!! 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Darcy Cribb 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2016 2:54 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Judy Harthun 

37915 310th Ave. Dent Mn. 56528 

Email Address: jharthun@fergusotters.org. 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: My family has lived in Star Lake for over 40 years 

,we have raised 3 sons who thankfully live near by. We live here for the peace, the quiet, the wildlife,the simple 

pleasure of stars in the the sky. Why would we want to defile our area with a development that is sure to erase 

what we live here for ? The east side of our property will be next to the sewage lagoons , YOU tell me , would 

you want that ? PLEASE , do some SOUL SEARCHING on this . We cant go back in time and say we did that 

one wrong.  

 

 

 

Respectfully,Judy Harthun 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2016 3:40 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Carrie Harthun 

:  

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

 

What are the effects on Star Lake ? It is not too much to ask to question if what will be impacted by all of this? 

Since the receiving waters are clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice 

and the fishery through degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. And what about the 

impact on water fowl? This is a large area for wildlife, and the impact on them is a concern as well.  

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Carrie 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <cnelson@arvig.net>

Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2016 8:32 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Connie Nelson 

13043 Merry Meadow Lane Detroit Lakes Mn. 56501 

Email Address: cnelson@arvig.net 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: I believe that a EIS is the ONLY way to determine 

the impact of such a project. This a development that would effect all people who have enjoyed the very reasons 

that they live in that area: pristine country living. Not sewage lagoons close by, traffic that impacts safety and 

environmental concerns that can only be determined by a EIS. This is a project that could have monumental 

negative consequences for a beautiful part of Minnesota and the surrounding area. Please do the study that 

anyone else building such a project of this size would have to do. A Full EIS. 

 

 

 

Respectfully, Connie Nelson 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Katy Olson <katyjolson@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2016 8:41 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Casino

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

To Whom it may concern; 
 

I am opposed to the Star Lake Casino for these reasons; 
 

I kayak in Star Lake and have always been amazed by its natural beauty. I especially enjoy the 
wetland area in the south arm where the casino is proposed. The wildlife that I see there is 
phenominal. I cannot see that desecrating this land is in any way consistent with the original use for 
which the tribe was granted possession in the first place. I would suggest that the tribe trade this land 
for land on highway 10 and 78 that is already developed and has the infrastructure to deal with the 
huge amount of traffic that a casino would entail.  
 

Furthermore, this permit to fill wetlands on the footprint of the Tribe’s trust land will have dramatic 
effects on the Star/Dead Lake ecosystem. The South Arm is a valuable natural area with spawning 
areas, cover for deer, nesting and feeding areas for ducks as well as non-game wildlife like loons, 
swans, eagles, and ospreys. The Minnesota DNR has concluded this area is the aquatic key to the 
lake’s vitality. The WEN claims in their application that wildlife doesn’t use the land on their footprint, 
so a full environmental impact statement is needed to access that claim. The casino, with it’s lights, 
noise, and relentless human activity would also clearly affect adjacent areas for at least half a mile 
around the Tribe's ‘footprint” so a comprehensive environmental assessment is needed to assess the 
adjacent areas impacted by this project. Not to mention the increased traffic on highway 45, a narrow 
small road with many tight curves and cabins on both sides of the road. To haul the amount of fill 
needed there will have to be an extraordinary amount of heavy truck traffic on that highway, a burden 
for the people and wildlife in the surrounding area. 
 
The mitigation plan does not restore land within the Star/Dead system, nor within the Ottertail River watershed, so the loss 
of water quality and wetlands, wild rice beds, and wildlife habitat in this significant natural area to the lake’s residents and 
visitors, as well as Otter Tail County residents and visitors, is irretrievable. The tribe is trading a dubious monetary windfall 
for an eternal destruction of this beautiful and wild part of the land.  
 
The proposed project does not minimize wetland destruction. Filling of wetlands depletes valuable areas of the Star/Dead 
Lake system for groundwater recharge, flood and sediment control for an area that comprises over 500 residents, 12,000 
water acres, and two major ecological systems. The scale of the project is not appropriate for the sensitive nature of these 
wetlands, and disregards the value to the County of the natural resources of the location.  It is is a major disruption with 
the potential of a cumulative impacts on the water quality of downstream watershed.  The fill would have a significant 
adverse effect on a special or locally significant fish and wildlife resources that cannot be functionally replaced. 
 
 
A replacement plan must be denied if the local government unit determines the activities will have a significant adverse 
effect on the water quality of outstanding resource value waters. The trust land consists of at least 5 acres of slough 
another 3-4 acres of natural vegetative shoreline. This natural shoreline is a critical factor in filtering run-off and 
maintaining the water quality of the Star Lake system. The South Arm has the lakes only outlet, which leads into another 
outstanding ecological system in the Dead Lake area. Dead Lake is currently subject to hazardous algae blooms. Any 
change in the water quality on Star Lake’s South Arm will have an outsized effect on the downstream water system, which 
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is already compromised. This fill, and the subsequent development of parking lots on nearby fee land, will destroy 
significant forest acreage, resources which are critical to the overall lake’s water quality.  
 
The scale of this project is inconsistent with the goals of the Otter Tail County Local Water Management Plan, the OTC 
Shoreland Management Ordinance, the Tribe’s own Environmental Codes, and Star Lake Water Management Plan. 
"To maintain the excellent water quality and angling that this lake has to offer, it is imperative to preserve the quality of the 
aquatic habitat...Further development in the immediate watershed of the lake should occur in a manner that minimizes 
water quality impacts on the lake.”  
 
I hear by urge you to insist upon a full environment impact statement.  
 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter of grave concern for all.  
Katy J Olson 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2016 9:57 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Trent 

:  

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

 

Otter Tail County has long valued their lakes and wetlands. They are protected for a reason. For this project to 

be moving forward without an extensive environmental study is absurd! To not be concerned about the impact 

this project will have on the wetlands, lakeshore, wildlife and not to mention the people living in this area is 

insane! Life as we know it will change here. With all the hoops average people need to jump through to do 

anything surrounding lakes in this county, I am astonished at the lack of control the county now has. Why 

should this be any different than any other person wanting to alter land around a lake? Too many people, too 

much wildlife , and too much of our wetlands are being affected to not do this! Nature can not be recreated once 

destroyed!  

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Trent 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Eric Peters <epete54481@yahoo.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2016 10:01 PM

To: Kyle Westergard; leerogness@yahoo.com; waynej@loretel.net; 

doug.huebsch@gmail.com

Subject: WEN wetland application comment 

Attachments: Export 1.pdf; ATT00002.txt

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <frankwieler30@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2016 10:34 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: John Frankl 

1711 Northview Lane, Aberdeen, SD 

Email Address: frankwieler30@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

My family has owned a cabin on south Star since the 1930s and as a family we feel the casino would not be a 

good thing for Star Lake. Star Lake is peaceful enough, as it has been since we can remember, and we don't 

think building a casino on the lake would be good for the area. Too much traffic, too many unwanted people 

and feel it would be an unsafe thing for the people on star. The lake has camps and resorts that attract all the 

right people, we don't need a casino attracting the wrong people. Tearing out trees and ruining wildlife would be 

a terrible thing. Please don't allow this casino to be built. Thank you for taking the time to read this. 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2016 12:09 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Susan Bursey 

1015 - 6th Street NW Perham, MN 56573 

Email Address: none 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Please delete my previous letter and use this one instead. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”?  

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”?  

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 

thermocline which is critical for their existence. 
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SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Susan Bursey 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Cathy Carlson <carls099@umn.edu>

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 9:22 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Shooting Star Resort and Casino Project

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Mr. Westergard, 

My husband, Dr. Gerry O'Sullivan, and I are co-owners of a family lake home on Star Lake that was built in 

approximately 1967.  The address is 40250 330th Ave., Dent, MN  56528.  As kids, both of my brothers 

attended a camp (Camp Aquila) on the lake for years.  Thus, as a family of long-term Star Lake supporters, We 

are very concerned about the impact of the proposed Shooting Star Resort and Casino Project on the quality of 

Star Lake and, particularly, on the wetlands.  In addition, we found the following argument to be particularly 

important: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild ricing parcel that has been used for many 

generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice 

from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will prevent future generations from being able 

to experience these important cultural and historic elements.  

Please do not allow this precious resource to be damaged in order to replace it with a casino, with all of those 

attendant negative ramifications. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cathy Carlson 

 

--  

Cathy S. Carlson, DVM, PhD, DACVP 

Professor 

Department of Veterinary Population Medicine 

College of Veterinary Medicine 

University of Minnesota 

435H AnSci/VetMed 

1988 Fitch Avenue 

St. Paul, MN  55108 

  

612-625-7717 (Phone) 

612-624-3934 (Fax) 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 12:42 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Ray Harthun 

37915 310th Ave. Dent Mn. 56528 

Email Address: don't own a pc 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: I raised my sons on a farm by Star Lake , we hunted 

,fished and spent many hours in the outdoors. Surely our County government will do whatever they can to stop 

the negative impact this development will have on our land and resources . We are counting on you to do the 

right thing by the people of Star Lake.Thank you for your service to our community .Our farm is on the west 

side of the proposed sewage lagoons , is that YOUR idea of paradise ? We used to feel thats where we lived . 

 

 

 

Respectfully, Ramond J. Harthun 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Ty Dayton <ty@slccg.info>

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 2:21 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: 'Hofstad, Steve (BWSR)'; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; Nicholas Leonard; Robert Merila 

(robertmerila@arvig.net); contact; theresa.olson@state.mn.us

Subject: Re: Shooting Star Notice of Application

Attachments: Sacred Food and Medicine - Erma Vizenor -tribal head-.pdf; Shooting Star - Star Lake 

wetland application comments = John Heine.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Mr. Westergard, 

In response to your notice of WCA wetlands replacement application I am sending you this email with my personal plea 

to all those involved in the review process that this CUP be denied on the basis of several issues raised by Mr. Heine in 

the attached response, as well as what I believe to be a pertinent description of the cultural and spiritual importance of 

wild rice that exists in the south arm of Star Lake within the White Earth Nation. 

 

I also urge all participating parties to the WCA application and EAW to escalate the entire project review to an 

Environmental Impact Statement as a matter of due process. 

 

I reside at: 

 

1980 Heritage Drive 

Wayzata, MN 55391 

 

I have been a 35 + year member of a hunt club situated on the Star Lake south arm within 2000 shoreline feet of the 

proposed site. 

 

My intent on commenting in this fashion is to ensure that Mr. Heine's comments are considered by all parties to this 

application and take under advisement both as this project is evaluated. 

 

Respectfully, 

Leonard ("Ty") V. Dayton 

 

 

 

Quoting Kyle Westergard <KWesterg@co.ottertail.mn.us>: 

 

> ALCON, 

> 

> Enclosed  you will find the Notice of Application and attachments   

> for the Shooting Star Casino -Star Lake Wetland replacement plan.    

> Please contact me if you have any questions. 

> 

> Kyle Westergard 

> Wetlands Inspector 
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> Otter Tail County Land & Resource Management Government Services  

> Center 

> 540 West Fir 

> Fergus Falls, MN  56537 

> 218-998-8102 office 

> 218-998-8112 fax 

> 218-770-2132 cell 

 

 

 

Ty Dayton 

218-251-1975 

Star Lake Concerned Citizens Group 

SLCCG 

Po Box 41 

Dent MN 56528 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <carlsonv@district279.org>

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 2:40 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Verna Carlson 

2042 Montreal Ave. Saint Paul. MN 

Email Address: carlsonv@district279.org 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

 

The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for 

ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped 

littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could 

negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through degraded water quality due to potential for higher 

nutrient loading. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Verna Carlson 
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Kyle Westergard

From: jbirch1656@aol.com

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 3:20 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Casino

Attachments: Casino 1.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 

Jeff Birch 
American Solutions for Business 
T-763-657-1078 
F-763-657-1302         
jbirch@americanbus.com 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <mikem@searsimports.com>

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 3:41 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: MICHAEL MILBURN 

11239 XAVIER CR, BLOOMINGTON, MN 55437/BEAVER DAM ROAD, DENT, MN 

Email Address: mikem@searsimports.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: My family has history on Star lake dating back to the 

late 1940's. We have and do own property on Star lake since that time. I would submit that the proposed casino 

development plan is a bad idea for all concerned parties. That would include all Star lake area citizens as well as 

the WEN. If not for the existence of the small parcel of trust land this plan would have no traction whatsoever. 

It is ill conceived and I cannot begin to envision this as a benefit to anyone despite the WEN's attempts to paint 

a different picture. 

 

I have had many discussions with other area residents who have submitted similar concerns with regard to lack 

of supporting infrastructure, destruction of wild life habitat, waste water management issues, and a host of many 

other environmental concerns. I have no idea how a wetland replacement scenario would offer any remedy for 

the aforementioned issues specific to Star lake and surrounding area. I envision a dramatic impact on the overall 

quality of life if this project were to move forward. A full EIS is warranted under the circumstances. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Mike Milburn 
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Kyle Westergard

From: debmn@mac.com

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 4:52 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Re: Star Lake Wetland Replacement

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Note: I submitted a previous letter which I have now had more time to revise and resubmit. Please withdraw the 

previous one.  

 

 
To: Kyle Westerberg 
Ottertail County Wetland Inspector 
 
From: Deb Wallwork, Star Lake property owner 
 
Re: Star Lake Wetland Replacement 

 

The White Earth Tribe proposes to fill almost ten acres of land in and adjacent to the Trust land in the northwest 

corner the South Arm of Star Lake. 

 

Star Lake is a 4544 acre lake, of which the South Arm comprises less than 1000. The South Arm itself is a 

shallow basin, with a water depth of less that 15 feet. The shoreline is ringed with vegetation, and there is a high 

percentage of forested land cover on or near the shoreline. The DNR evaluated the lake recently for a LID, and 

stated that preservation and enhancement of these wetlands is vital to the overall health of the lake. “Star Lake 

is considered to be one of the best fishing Lakes in Otter Tail County… A significant contributor to the strength 

of the lake’s fish community is the lakes abundant and diverse plant community... It is essential to protect these 

plants and they are important for protecting shoreline, maintaining water quality, and providing critical 

spawning habitat.”  

 

The 14.5 acres of trust land is directly on shoreline on the lake. The majority of this property is less than two 

feet above the ordinary high water level. The Tribe has not adequately addressed the scope of what this fill 

would demand. It’s clear, however, that it will require an enormous amount of land-moving to come even close 

to the OTC’s Shoreline Management Ordinances 3 foot vertical distance requirement. This application proposes 

a major disruption of the ecology of the South Arm, and one that would permanent alter the shoreline, destroy 

significantly large areas of emergent vegetation— as well as the very wild rice beds that the trust land was 

granted to the Tribe to access. 

 

Section 494 of the Clean Water Act says that “No discharge of dredged or fill material may be permitted if:a 

practicable alternative exists that is less damaging to the aquatic environment or (2) the nation’s waters would 

be significantly degraded.” 

 

It’s a complicated application, and I am not an expert. I am someone who lives on the lake, and who chose this 

lake precisely for it’s peaceful, backroad character. We have families every day safely fishing off the bridge on 

Highway 41. We see loons gathering in the fall, sometimes ten or twelve in a group, calling to each other in 

preparation to migrate. I can watch a blue heron that flies in every night at dusk and sleeps in my basswood tree. 

He’s taken over from the eagle that used to fish from that perch. 
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On the National Wetland Registry, the shoreline of the trust land on the South Arm of Star Lake shows a thick 

band of emergent vegetation. The shoreline for half a mile in either direction of the trust land is of similar 

ecological value. Whatever happens on this trust land will affect the wildlife and water quality in a wide 

adjacent area of South Arm. This permit application ignores that reality. The casino/resort complex and all the 

attendant wastewater and run-off issues must be considered in this wetland evaluation, because this ‘footprint” 

is only a foot in the door. This development, if the Tribe follows through, is huge, and one that will affect the 

water quality of both Star and Dead Lakes, an environmental lake that is immediately downstream, for whom 

this wetland serves as a filter. So this replacement plan affects over 12000 water acres, it impacts over 700 

existing property owners, and will have a cumulative affect on two major ecological watersheds of inestimable 

value to the County.  

 

Let’s be clear. Ottertail County’s Shoreline Management and the Tribe’s own environmental regulations would 

not support this development in this particular environment. 

 

Practicable alternatives do exist. The Tribe has done feasibility studies that show that the economic benefit 

would be equal or greater if this resort/entertainment complex was built at Pine Point, on the reservation. That 

location would attract population from areas around Alexandria and Ottertail Lake, (as well as Detroit Lakes, 

Park Rapids and Brainerd) that the Tribe claims it needs to tap. It has easier access to urban areas, via Hwy 10, 

and would also create employment opportunities for tribal members that wouldn’t involve a two hour commute 

from their homes on the rez. So, if the economic benefit to the Tribe is the same, and there are wetlands have to 

be destroyed, (which creates more overhead costs that should be factored in) then it’s clear that the Pine Point 

alternative makes more sense.  

 

The Tribe also can purchase land and apply to the Federal government for trust status, which process, though 

involved, MUST be considered as a viable alternative. Since WEN could practicably work with the County on 

finding another more suitable site, one not inimical to our precious water and wildlife resources, there is no 

need to force this development into this spot. This is not about filling in a small slough in an otherwise ideal 

building spot. This is about destroying a vital, viable wetland area, wild rice stands, and valuable shoreline 

habitat.    

 

The Star Lake Property Owners and the Star Lake Concern Citizen Group is calling for an complete 

environmental impact review. No permits should be issued before that process is complete. 

 

I can personally attest that waterfowl and non-game birds do use the trust land’s part of the lake, as well as the 

slough across the road— both as a nesting area, and as a feeding and staging area for all kinds of migratory 

activity. I own a cabin on the West Arm and I pass by the South Arm on County Highway 41 almost daily in the 

summer. Every day is different. I’ve seen trumpeter swans, white pelicans, sandhill cranes, wood ducks, 

mallards, and loons in the waters off 41. There are two osprey nests, also, nearby. People who live on that side 

of the lake tell me that there are red-necked grebes, and an eagle nest adjacent to the property. With all the 

activity on the site, those nesting and feeding areas will definitely be disturbed. Lake residents see kingfishers, 

night crowned herons, green herons, indigo buntings, bluebirds, pileated woodpeckers, grosbeaks, orioles, 

muskrats, likely even otters in the immediate area… and many other species that will be affected.  

 

The wild rice beds on the South Arm feed migratory waterfowl. Wild rice is also sacred to the Ojibwe people. 

There is strong feelings among tribal member I have talked to that it is not appropriate to destroy a historic, 

cultural wild rice camp, and wild rice beds for any reason.  

 

WEN claims that this area “needs” a convention and conference center. Did their marketing people fail to notice 

Thumper Pond, only a few miles away? We ought to make sure this casino, if it is built, is placed in a location 
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that is sustainable economically, and fits our County’s needs as well as the Tribe’s. If they have to be in this 

area maybe WEN could work out a deal to have the casino at Ottertail’s Thumper Pond. 

 

This land on the South Arm is simply not an appropriate area for a casino/entertainment complex of the kind the 

Tribe envisions. The roads are not adequate to the six fold traffic increase the Tribe foresees. There is no direct 

access from I-94 or Highway 10. Instead, there are a lot of little interconnected county roads that aren’t even 

continuous, and every one has multiple visibility issues due to the geography of the Erhard Hills.  

 

This is precisely why this area has seen little development. It’s hard to get to.  

 

The fact that it hasn’t seen much development is precisely why we have the rich diversity of wildlife that exists 

here. Let’s look at just two of the species that use the lake that would be affected. Loons and tullibees. Loons 

that nest on the South Arm use the West Arm for fishing and socializing. I see them flying overhead between 

these areas almost every day. So what’s the cumulative impact on this area’s sensitive habitat to our loons? 

 

 As many as half of the State’s species will be affected by global warming— and loons are one of the most 

threatened. Carrol Henderson, nongame wildlife program supervisor for the Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources, puts it this way— citing I-94 as the dividing line. 

 

"South of that line, there are few loons," he said. "North of that line are the lakes with the clear, cool water that 

loons need. If those lakes warm up, the loons will move farther north as the lakes they're living in now will 

become unusable or, at least, marginalized.”  

 

Ottertail County is the southernmost county in Minnesota that has any significant loon population. This casino, 

if it affects our water quality on Star Lake— via run-off, loss of shoreline habitat, and wetland vegetative filters, 

would stress and possibly devastate our loon population. We also have tullibees in Star, one of only three lakes 

that has the depth, stratification, and oxygenation to support another inhabitant of the lake that is of state-wide 

concern. 

 

Wildlife biologists will hopefully more thoroughly address the plan as it relates to those issues. I am someone 

who has a very personal stake in keeping the diversity, the richness and abundance of wildlife present on the 

lake.  I hear loons, every day, in those wild, fierce choruses that echo across the water and make the heart 

tremble. I know every year whether the loons that nest on our were successful when I see the fluffy babies 

riding on their backs. At sunset, I'll kayak into the wilder sloughs of the West Arm that are only a few acres 

from Maplewood’s eastern border, so I can enjoy what I like to call close encounters with wildlife. 

 

My neighbors are hunters and fisherman. They get as much pleasure as I do from the wildlife on our lake. The 

majority of us chose this lake, with it’s mix of mud and sad bottom, and associated rice and lily pads, for it’s 

outdoors character. We do not want this development- for this reason- it changes our lake and affects it in a way 

that is irretrievable. That cannot be mitigated.   

 

A better alternative would be if the WEN used this land for a purpose it is suitable for— an outdoors ecology 

camp for tribal youth, with a wilderness canoeing and survival program modeled, perhaps, on the Prairie 

Wetlands Learning Center. Or to build the casino at Pine Point, as their feasibility studies suggest. 

 

In the Star Lake LID application the DNR proposed this area would be eligible  for the County to work with the 

State to “explore potential Acquatic Management or Wildlife Management Areas (AMAs and WMAs).” So, 

that certainly should be taken into consideration. These are exceptional wetlands, and ones that should be 

preserved and protected for the future generations. 

 



189

So, at this point, NO BUILD alternative is the only responsible answer. The application itself is incomplete, 

the planning process is inadequate, significant details about how the Tribe would go about meeting it’s 

compliance goals are lacking. And better alternatives exist to this devastating proposal.  

 

Last year, Ron Way, a former official with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and the U.S. Department of 

the Interior wrote a unflinching letter to the Minneapolis Tribune about the current state of our lakes. 

 

“Local officials didn’t set out to kill the lakes of central Minnesota. But desperate for tax base, they’ve 

encouraged hundreds of projects that, when considered cumulatively, have marred the character of lake country 

and irreparably damaged water quality in the process… 

 

Saving those lakes will require two extraordinary acts of courage: first, an acknowledgment that the laissez-faire 

path we’ve followed for 50 years has failed, and, second, a new resolve to pass and enforce land-use regulations 

that diminish the impact of human settlement.” 

 

Let’s hope our County officials are wise enough to heed those words.  

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

 

Deb Wallwork 

30301 383rd St. 

Dent, MN 56537 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <bambibursey@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 7:58 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Bambi Bursey 

632 16th Avenue N South St. Paul, MN 55075 

Email Address: bambibursey@gmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

 

What are Otter Tail County and the applicant planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the 

Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Bambi Bursey 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <dchute@cciminnesota.com>

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 10:50 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: David Chute 

2560 Cedar Ridge Rd Wayzata MN 55391 

Email Address: dchute@cciminnesota.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Migratory Waterfowl Concentration 

Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear that the proposed footprint of the project is within any migratory 

waterfowl concentration areas. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: How is the RGU (the county is the “Regulatory 

Governmental Unit”) defining “within the footprint”?  

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species 

include many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The 

attraction of these forms of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed 

commercial development placed so close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a 

significant component to the migratory waterfowl corridor that has been created by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas through this 

portion of the state. This effort was to preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to 

provide resting areas allowing the preservation of these migratory patterns through the state. 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICATION ITEM: Fish Passage and Spawning Areas 

APPLICANT RESPONSE: It does not appear there are any areas within the proposed footprint of the project 

that have fish passage or spawning areas 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: Has the RGU pursued a study of impacts outside the 

“proposed footprint”?  

There is obviously no fish passage or spawning areas within the footprint of the buildings and roads, however, 

there could be a very significant impact to the fish passage and spawning areas in Star Lake immediately 

adjacent to the development. Whether it be removal of the existing buffering/riparian vegetative covered soils 

and wetlands or the introduction of Wastewater and Storm water threats not previously existing on this 

property, the risk of introducing increased suspended solids, contaminants, Biochemical Oxygen Demand, or 

other pollutants is greater. Our concern is the level of risk and introduction this proposed action would bring to 

the entire Watershed. For instance, Star Lake has an extremely sensitive and regionally decreasing, tullibee 

population. Any increase in nutrients has potential to negatively impact the Oxygen content below the lake’s 
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thermocline which is critical for their existence. 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Gaming revenues would be used to fund the restoration and preservation of 

cultural sites in White Earth such as the Tribe’s Museum and historic burial grounds. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The Star Lake Trust Land Site is a historic wild 

ricing parcel that has been used for many generations of White Earth and other members of the MN Chippewa 

Tribe for the annual harvest of wild rice from Star Lake. The destruction of the natural state of this site will 

prevent future generations from being able to experience these important cultural and historic elements. With all 

due respect to the White Earth Nation, wouldn’t commercial development of this site prevent it from being 

properly used for the teachings of the Tribal youth and passing along these traditions to future MN Chippewa 

Tribe generations? 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE – APPLICATION ITEM: If your project involves a direct or 

indirect impact to an aquatic resource (wetland, lake, tributary, etc) identify each in the table below. Include all 

anticipated impacts, including those expected to be temporary. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: The applicant’s response DOES NOT mention any 

effects on Star Lake when those effects are potential for ground and surface water impacts on a sensitive area of 

the South Arm, the largest currently undeveloped littoral zone of Star Lake. Since the receiving waters are 

clearly the Star Lake watershed the effects could negatively impact the wild rice and the fishery through 

degraded water quality due to potential for higher nutrient loading. 

SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - APPLICANT RESPONSE TO THE OFF-SITE 

ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS: Under the “No-Build Alternative”, the project would not be built. This is not a 

practicable alternative because this type of facility not only supports Tribal employment, but also other Tribal 

needs such as Healthcare and Housing. Gaming revenues would be used to address these and other important 

issues to the tribe……. 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: What are Otter Tail County and the applicant 

planning to do about filling the affordable housing shortage in the Star Lake area? 

The Star Lake area currently has a distinct shortage of affordable housing. Since the applicant has already stated 

that 50% of the 500 jobs created at the Star Lake Casino would need to be filled by White Earth Tribal 

members, which directly indicates that these workers will either need to commute from the reservation and/or 

move to the area. This will obviously create an influx of new people and their families coming into the area 

with a need and desire to find affordable housing. These additional affordable housing units simply do not exist 

at this time. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

David Chute 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <vance.harthun@ndscs.edu>

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 11:28 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Vance Harthun 

35391 Co Hwy 41, Dent, MN 56528 

Email Address: vance.harthun@ndscs.edu 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

 

Well I'm no biologist or claim to be an "all things wetland" self proclaimed expert. All I really want to convey is 

where do we stop when it comes to losing.converting and changing our wetlands to cater to this "at the lake" 

frenzy and to cram more development into the surrounding thousands of lakes that we claim to protect and care 

for so much. Sewage treatment ponds I hope are not classified as wetlands, this proposed casino and 

development provides no benefit to us environmentally and only harm can come from such a facility in our 

area. One of my concerns whether related or not is the sustainability of the aquifer or underground water over 

the next hundred or more years as this facility uses it and supposedly treats it. Our grandchildren's 

grandchildren is how i like to think long term. Shouldn't we even consider how our waterfowl will change their 

behavior to react to this kind of a project in the name of profitability. As I see more homes go up, lots sold, 

weeds "cleaned out", sand dumped on the beach, and more docks and lifts put in it seems the city has moved to 

the lake and how can our fish continue to flourish with such pressure. Wetland related or not, can you imagine 

the number of deer or any wildlife collisions with cars we will have in our county now with this kind of 

multiplication in traffic. There has never been such a proposal that is cause for more caution and concern over 

the consequences in my opinion in this county and it is why I support a full blown EIS on the federal level and I 

do appreciate your time and consideration about this matter.  

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Vance Harthun 
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Kyle Westergard

From: jason gorr <jasongorr2@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 11:29 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Cc: steve.hofstad@state.mn.us; darren.newville@eotswcd.org; 

robert.q.maroney@usace.army.mil; Nicholas Leonard; robertmerila; contact; 

theresa.olson@state.mn.us

Subject: Wetland App Comment Period - Star Lake

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

7/2/2016 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

On behalf of myself and family who have all enjoyed years of natural beauty and public resources near our 

small cabin on the South Shores of South Arm on Star Lake, I would like to offer comments in response the 

WCA wetlands replacement application during this open public comment period. 

My concerns toward the proposed project are directly linked to some likely and potential environmental threats 

I see and would like to identify below.  To preface, it should be pointed out that the area identified in the 

Application is in on a parcel that sits on a portion of Star Lake that currently: 

- has the longest (over 5 miles) contiguous run of undeveloped shoreline on the lake.  Excluding the two 

seasonal dwellings (small duck camps), that shoreline is entirely made up of wetland, bog, and bordering highly 

valued native wild rice beds known to thrive when encountering minimal disturbance and optimum water 

quantity, quality, and lack of level change or agitation. 

- is in very close proximity to numerous sensitive species of birds and wildlife that seek out its seclusion in an 

ever decreasing habitat.  Some species that traditionally utilize this specific habitat on, and immediately 

adjacent to the proposed site for nesting, feeding, and key migration corridor include: Trumpeter Swan, 

Common Loon, Red-necked Grebe, Bald Eagle, Sandhill Crane, 17+ species of Ducks and Geese, Osprey, 

Green Heron, Great Blue Heron, Bittern, Bobolink, just to name a few.  It is also key habitat for several 

furbearers that are sensitive to disturbance and human presence, some found in Ottertail County that utilize this 

habitat include Otter, Fisher, and Bobcat.  We've noted the presence of all in the habitat bordering the South 

Arm. 

- borders a key bay (South Arm) that had immense production and brood rearing habitat for a robust and 

regionally known exceptional fishery capable and known for producing numerous trophy caliber fish of several 

species including: Bluegill, Pumpkinseed, Black Crappie, Largemouth Bass, Walleye, and Tullibee.  Research 

has shown that shoreline development and nutrient loading are key factors in the reduction of such places in the 

Midwest. 

Star Lake has been a major resting and concentration area for migratory waterfowl for centuries. These species include 

many different kinds of ducks and geese as well as Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes. The attraction of these species 

of migratory waterfowl to Star Lake would be negatively impacted by this proposed commercial development placed so 

close to the waters of the south arm. The Star Lake south arm basin is a significant component to the migratory 
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waterfowl corridor that has been targeted by joint funds and efforts from US Fish and Wildlife Service, MN DNR, Ducks 

Unlimited, and Pheasant Forever through the purchasing of lands to create the network of Waterfowl Production Areas, 

Wildlife Management Areas, and Habitat Projects through this portion of the Township/County, state. This effort was to 

preserve a series of areas conducive to waterfowl production and to provide resting areas allowing the preservation of 

these migratory patterns through the state.  By allowing this proposed development to happen in such close proximity, 

it would be nonconforming with previous development decisions made by multiple agencies and millions of tax dollars.   
The mere presence of this amount of human activity and associated disturbances (light, sound, wastes, water use), will 

surely negatively alter the habitats.  This is not to mention the importance of the wetlands in questions directly in this 

application.  Without their presence, this key habitat/shoreline/ecosystem/watershed would definitely be negatively 

effected. 
By jeopardizing these key areas through simply allowing any large commercial development in such immediate proximity 

and location is irresponsible and inconsistent with our County’s Shoreland Management Ordinance Purpose Statement: 
- The purpose of this Ordinance is to regulate the use and orderly development of shorelands in Otter Tail County, to 

prevent and eliminate pollution of public waters and to maintain historic values of significant historic sites in the 

unincorporated areas of Otter Tail County, and to preserve and enhance our natural resources as provided in the 

Environmental Rights Act, Minnesota Statutes 116B. 
Can you please explain how you can proclaim this project is Preventing and Eliminating Pollution by removing wetlands 

and extensions of public waters? 
Or how this would maintain the historic value of the South Arm Bay and Star Lake Area which has long documented use 

for Waterfowl Migration and Hunting, Wild Rice Existence and Harvest, and a regionally attractive fishery?  This precise 

area is the hub of those activities. 
  
Also please read this excerpt of the OTC Website and respond to my questions after: 

It is not only the responsibility of the commissioners to work with and assist those people who deal in services that benefit the 

general work environment, health, and recreation of residents of Otter Tail County, but also to protect the environment for future 

generations. Those areas may include public health, land and resource, and park maintenance among 

others.                                                                                                                                 . 

Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners Responsibilities 

o    Discuss issues and cooperate with state officials. 

o    Act as a sounding board for county residents as needed. 

o    Encourage staff and residents to work together for the purpose of affecting the best quality of life for residents of Otter Tail 

County. 

How can anyone from the County claim this is what’s best for the environment, our future generations, or 

quality of life for RESIDENTS of OTC?   

Plus, without help from local concerned citizens and lake associations, how could anyone find out about this 

particular comment even?  Where did the county post this or communicate it to the public?  It does not appear 

to me that this process is very public at all, and officials are not cooperating very well to communicate decisions 

to them, let alone cooperating with their wishes or needs.   

These are highly regarded, protected, public resources where science and history show:  removing key wetlands, 

allowing for commercial encroachment in close proximity to wild undeveloped areas (publically owned), 

introducing contaminants common to hotels/large parking lots/food prep/large landscaping lawn maintenance 

are detrimental to the surrounding waters, wildlife, fisheries.   

Due to these factors and location in question, I firmly believe that this type of development has NO PLACE in 

that type of environment.  It is definitely inconsistent with previous land use, inconsistent with 



196

area/region/statewide land use (show us this type of development on this type of shore of a lake anywhere in 

MN).   

This is definitely inconsistent with the wishes of the vast majority of land owners (tax payers), residents, and 

recreational users of the lake, watershed, and region.  To allow this is to go against state policy, county 

policy, biologists’ recommendations, and public will.  It is not fulfilling the law, or your duties to your tax 

payers.  Please become aware of this, and not allow this process to continue in this location.  The fact this was 

allowed to go this far is already a great waste of monetary resources and has potential if not stopped, to steal 

future generations’ natural resources which is the real crime in my opinion. 

  
I hope to see the OTC ELECTED officials and governmental employees designated as decision makers in this 

environmental review and permitting process uphold sound developmental practices and legal environmental regulations 

already in place which would therefore mean that the proposed development is not a good fit for this location so near 

Star Lake’s undeveloped shoreline and inland wetlands. 

  
Respectfully 
Jason and Stacey Gorr 
32378 Starland Shore Drive 
Dent, MN 56528 (seasonal) 
612.810.9478 
Jasongorr2@gmail.com 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 11:58 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Nancy Bursey 

13430 Arthur street w Minnetonka Mn 55305 

Email Address: None 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

I am against the destruction of wetlands on Star Lake. My hope is that the county officials do the right thing and 

order an EIS to insure the impacts to the lake are understood and minimized. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Nancy Bursey 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <contact@slccg.info>

Sent: Saturday, July 30, 2016 1:53 AM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Ronald Bursey 

13430 Arthur Street W Minnetonka MN 55305 

Email Address: None 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

My family and I have enjoyed Star Lske since the early 1960's. To be completely honrst, we cannot believe 

Otter Tail County has allowed this project to even be considered. This County has always had much tighter 

Lske shore development rules than other counties around the state for good reason. Now, it seems our own 

elected government representatives will sell out and allow this destruction of critical wetlsnds on the shoreline 

of the Star Lake's South Arm purely in the nsme of devrlopment, and ultimately money. It is simply not fair to 

anyone, including the Shooting Star Casino Developers, to allow this project to proceed one step further....And 

if somehow it does, an Full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) has to be done before any ground 

breaking..... the widespread impact make it an absolute must. 

 

Please stand by your morals. Deep down, you have to know forcing this on people simply isn't right!! Please 

Remember the Golden Rule and Have Empathy.... 

 

Respectfully, 

Ronald Bursey 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <Todd80@hotmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 28, 2016 7:12 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Todd Butsey 

632 16th ave no, south Saint Paul, Mn 55075 

Email Address: Todd80@hotmail.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

 

The White Earth Nation project on Star Lake. Would destroy the environment in that area in a way that could 

never be repaired. Because of the nature of the intended project. The impact could never be limited to just their 

property and the entire area would be changed forever. 

 

Respectfully, Todd Bursey 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <Christina9406@yahoo.com>

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 9:24 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Joseph,Christina Wiggins 

322 13th avenue south, so.st.paul 

Email Address: Christina9406@yahoo.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE:  

 

The White Earth Tribe proposes to fill almost ten acres of land in and adjacent to the Trust land in the 

northwest corner the South Arm of Star Lake. 

The 14.5 acres of trust land is directly on shoreline on the lake. The majority of this property is less than 

two feet above the ordinary high water level. The Tribe has not adequately addressed the scope of what 

this fill would demand. It’s clear, however, that it will require an enormous amount of land-moving to 

come even close to the OTC’s Shoreline Management Ordinances 3 foot vertical distance requirement. 

This application proposes a major disruption of the ecology of the South Arm, and one that would 

permanent alter the shoreline, destroy significantly large areas of emergent vegetation— as well as the 

very wild rice beds that trust land was granted to the Tribe to access. 

Section 494 of the Clean Water Act says that “No discharge of dredged or fill material may be permitted 

if:a practicable alternative exists that is less damaging to the aquatic environment or (2) the nation’s 

waters would be significantly degraded.” 

It’s a complicated application and I am not an expert. I am someone who lives on the lake, and who 

chose this lake precisely for it’s peaceful, backroad character. We have families every day safely fishing 

off the bridge on Highway 41. We see loons gathering in the fall, sometimes ten or twelve in a group, 

calling to each other in preparation to migrate. I can watch a blue heron that flies in every night at dusk 

and sleeps in my basswood tree. He’s taken over from the eagle that used to fish from that perch. 

On the National Wetland Registry, the shoreline of the trust land on the South Arm of Star Lake shows a 

thick band of emergent vegetation. The South Arm is shallow, less than 15 feet, and the shoreline for 

half a mile in either direction is of similar ecological value. Whatever happens on this trust land will 

affect the wildlife and water quality in a wide adjacent area of South Arm. This permit application 

ignores that reality. The casino/resort complex and all the attendant wastewater and run-off issues will 

affect the water quality of both Star and Dead Lakes, an environmental lake that is immediately 

downstream, for whom this wetland serves as a filter. So this replacement plan affects over 9000 water 

acres, it impacts over 500 existing property owners, and will have a cumulative affect on two major 

ecological systems of inestimable value to the County. 

Let’s be clear. Ottertail County’s Shoreline Management and the Tribe’s own environmental regulations 
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would not support this development in this particular environment. 

Practicable alternatives do exist. The Tribe has done feasibility studies that show that the economic 

benefit would be equal or greater if this resort/entertainment complex was built at Pine Point, on the 

reservation. That would attract population from areas around Alexandria and Ottertail Lake, (as well as 

Detroit Lakes, Park Rapids and Brainerd) that the Tribe claims it needs to tap. It would also create better 

employment opportunities for tribal members that wouldn’t involve a two hour commute from their 

homes on the rez. So, if the economic benefit to the Tribe is the same, and there are wetlands have to 

be destroyed, (which creates more overhead costs that should be factored in) then it’s clear that the 

Pine Point alternative makes more sense. 

The Tribe also can purchase land and apply to the Federal government for trust status, which process, 

though involved, MUST be considered as a viable alternative. Since WEN could practicably work with the 

County on finding another more suitable site, one not inimical to our precious water and wildlife 

resources, there is no need to force this development into this spot. This is not about filling in a small  

slough in an otherwise ideal building spot. This is about destroying a vital, viable wetland area, wild rice 

stands, and valuable shoreline habitat. 

The Star Lake Property Owners and the Star Lake Concern Citizen Group is calling for an complete 

environmental impact review. No permits should be issued before that process is complete. 

I can personally attest that waterfowl and non-game birds do use the trust land’s part of the lake, as 

well as the slough across the road— both as a nesting area, and as a feeding and staging area for all 

kinds of migratory activity. I own a cabin on the West Arm and I pass by the South Arm on 41 almost 

daily in the summer. Every day is different. I’ve seen trumpeter swans, white pelicans, sandhill cranes, 

wood ducks, mallards, and loons in the waters off 41. There are two osprey nests, also, nearby. People 

who live on that side of the lake tell me that there are red-necked grebes, and an eagle nest adjacent to 

the property. With all the activity on the site, those nesting and feeding areas will definitely be 

disturbed. Lake residents see kingfishers, night crowned herons, green herons, indigo buntings, 

bluebirds, pileated woodpeckers, grosbeaks, orioles, muskrats, likely even otters in the immediate 

area… and many other species that will be affected. 

WEN claims that this area “needs” a convention and conference center. Did their marketing people fail 

to notice Thumper Pond, only a few miles away? We ought to make sure this is placed in a location that 

is sustainable, economically, and fits our County’s needs as well as the Tribe’s. Maybe WEN could work 

out a deal with Ottertail’s Thumper Pond. 

This land on the South Arm is simply not an appropriate area for a casino/entertainment complex of the 

kind the Tribe envisions. The biggest problem is not even mentioned in their application. That is access. 

The roads are not adequate to the six fold traffic increase the Tribe foresees. There is no direct access 

from I-94 or Highway 10. Instead, there are a lot of little interconnected county roads that aren’t even 

continuous, and every one has visibility issues due to the geography of the Erhard Hills. 

Safe travel to the casino complex will require turning lanes, and adequate shoulders from I-94 from the 

south, via County Highway 35 and 41. Add the roads between Highway 10 south through Vergas to 108 

and 41. That is over 100 miles, easily, where the County’s roads are simply inadequate and would, at 

best, have to be throughly revamped. Then there’s state, I-94 to 41 via Pelican Rapids on State Highway 

108. It’s a wonderful scenic road, but one person I know who drove it every day counted over 22 

dangerous curves. 

This is precisely why this area has seen little development. It’s hard to get to. 

And let’s look at just two of the species that use the lake that would be affected. Loons and tullibees. 

Loons that nest on the South Arm use the West Arm for fishing and socializing. I see them flying 

overhead between these areas almost every day. So what’s the cumulative impact on this area’s 

sensitive habitat to our loons? 

As many as half of the State’s species will be affected by global warming— and loons are one of the 

most threatened. Carrol Henderson, nongame wildlife program supervisor for the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources, puts it this way--citing I-94 as the dividing line. 

"South of that line, there are few loons," he said. "North of that line are the lakes with the clear, cool 
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water that loons need. If those lakes warm up, the loons will move farther north as the lakes they're 

living in now will become unusable or, at least, marginalized."  

Ottertail County is the southernmost county in Minnesota that has any significant loon population. This 

casino, if it affects our water temperatures on Star Lake— via run-off, and through loss of shoreline 

habitat and wetland vegetative filters, would stress and possibly devastate our loon population. We also 

have tullibees in Star, another inhabitant of the lake that requires a cold water environment to survive. 

Wildlife biologists will hopefully more thoroughly address the specifics of this plan as it relates to those 

issues. I am someone who has a very personal stake in keeping the diversity, the richness and 

abundance of wildlife present on the lake. I hear loons, every day, in those wild, fierce choruses that 

make the heart tremble. I see them raise their fluffy babies and teach them to fish. I kayak into the 

wilder sloughs of the West Arm that are only a few acres from Maplewood’s eastern border, and I can 

enjoy what I like to call close encounters with wildlife. 

My neighbors are hunters and fisherman. The majority of the people on the lake chose this lake for it’s 

outdoors character. We do not want this development for one simple reason, it changes our lake and 

affects it in a way that is irretrievable. That cannot be mitigated. 

A better alternative would be if the WEN used this land for a purpose it is suitable for— an outdoors 

ecology camp for tribal youth, with a wilderness canoeing and survival program on the level of the 

Prairie Wetlands Learning Center. 

Last year, Ron Way, a former official with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and the U.S. 

Department of the Interior wrote a unflinching letter to the Minneapolis Tribune about the current state 

of our lakes. “Local officials didn’t set out to kill the lakes of central Minnesota. But desperate for tax 

base, they’ve encouraged hundreds of projects that, when considered cumulatively, have marred the 

character of lake country and irreparably damaged water quality in the process… Saving those lakes will 

require two extraordinary acts of courage: first, an acknowledgment that the laissez-faire path we’ve 

followed for 50 years has failed, and, second, a new resolve to pass and enforce land-use regulations 

that diminish the impact of human settlement.” 

Let’s hope our County officials are wise enough to heed those words.  

Respectfully,Joseph,Christina Wiggins 
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Kyle Westergard

From: Concerned Citizen <clipster@aol.com>

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 10:24 PM

To: Kyle Westergard

Subject: Star Lake Wetland Replacement Application

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Richard Dayton 

398 Waycliffe Dr. Wayzata, MN 55391 

Email Address: clipster@aol.com 

Dear Mr. Kyle Westergard and All, 

 

Re: SHOOTING STAR CASINO/STAR LAKE - WETLAND REPLACEMENT APPLICATION 

 

AS A CONCERNED CITIZEN, MY COMMENTS ARE: This project should not happen.  

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Dick Dayton 
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MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
NORTHWEST REGION 

 
ECOLOGICAL & WATER RESOURCES 

2115 BIRCHMONT BEACH RD NE 
BEMIDJI, MN 56601 

 
 
July 29, 2016 
 
Kyle Westergard 
Wetlands Inspector 
540 West Fir 
Fergus Falls, MN 56537 
 

Dear Mr. Westergard: 

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) believes that this application and the 
dissemination of this application are premature. The Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) procedures under 
Chapter 8420.0255 state that the “…local government unit’s decision must be made in compliance with 
the time period prescribed by Minnesota Statutes, Section 15.99, which, on the effective date of this 
part, generally requires a decision in 60 days.” However, this project is undergoing environmental 
review through a discretionary EAW, and according to Chapter 4410.3100 “If an EAW or EIS is required 
for a governmental action under parts 4410.0200 to 4410.6500, … a project may not be started and a 
final governmental decision may not be made to grant a permit, approve a project, or begin a project, 
until B: a negative declaration on the need for an EIS is issued…” DNR recommends the initiation of the 
WCA review should be delayed until the Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) is near 
completion. The WCA Local Government Unit (LGU) (and Technical Evaluation Team) will be better 
informed, and government decisions to be made are required to use environmental documents as 
guides (Chapter 4410.0300).  For additional environmental review questions, the Environmental Quality 
Board provides coordination for environmental issues (https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/). 

DNR requests participation in the Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP) as per Chapter 8420.0240 stating that 
“For projects affecting public waters, public waters wetlands, or wetlands within the shoreland 
protection zone, the panel also includes a technical professional employee of the Department of Natural 
Resources.” This project borders and in some areas slightly overlaps with public waters, and the 
wetlands associated with this project are within the shoreland protection zone (1000’ from the ordinary 
high water mark). DNR’s TEP representative would be Julie Aadland at julie.aadland@state.mn.us or 
(218) 739-7576 ext. 243.  

The DNR has sent a letter in response to a request for information from the Natural Heritage 
Information Database (NHIS) (see attached). According to the NHIS, there is a colonial water bird nesting 
colony just outside of the planned project area. According to Chapter 8420.0515 Subp 4., Special Fish 
and wildlife resources, “A replacement plan for activities that would have a significant adverse effect on 
a special or locally significant fish and wildlife resource that cannot be functionally replaced must be 
denied. These resources include, but are not limited to: B. colonial water bird nesting colonies…” The 
LGU and TEP must consider this resource in the review of the WCA application. The NHIS database also 
indicates there was documentation of two state listed plant species along the shoreline of Star Lake, 
long-stalked chickweed (Stellaria longipes ssp. Longipes) and creeping juniper (Juiperus horizontalis), 
both plant are species of special concern. Surveys should be conducted for these species in the area of 
impact.  

https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/
mailto:julie.aadland@state.mn.us


http://www.starlakeassociation.com/images/docs/2011_2012_lake_mgmt_plan.pdf
http://www.starlakeassociation.com/images/docs/2011_2012_lake_mgmt_plan.pdf
mailto:Theresa.olson@state.mn.us
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July 19, 2016                        Correspondence # ERDB 20170001  
 
Ms. Jennifer Wolff 
Braun Intertec Corportation 
11001 Hampshire Avenue South   
Minneapolis, MN  55438 
 
RE: Natural Heritage Review of the proposed Shooting Star Casino & Hotel, 
T135N R41W Section 15; Otter Tail County 
   
  
Dear Ms. Wolff, 
 

As  requested,  the  Minnesota  Natural  Heritage  Information  System  has  been  queried  to 
determine  if  any  rare  species  or  other  significant  natural  features  are  known  to  occur  within  an 
approximate one‐mile  radius of  the proposed project.   Based on  this query,  rare  features have been 
documented  within  the  search  area  (for  details,  please  visit  the  Rare  Species  Guide  at 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/index.html  for  more  information  on  the  biology,  habitat  use,  and 
conservation measures  of  these  rare  species).    Please  note  that  the  following  rare  features may  be 
adversely affected by the proposed project: 
 
Ecologically Significant Areas 
 

 There  is  a  known  colonial  waterbird  nesting  area  for  red‐necked  grebes  on  Star  Lake 
reported in 2003.  Disturbance during the breeding season can cause the birds to abandon 
the nesting site.   State and federal  laws protect these birds, their nests, and their eggs by 
prohibitions  against  disturbance.    Please  contact  the DNR  Regional Nongame  Specialist, 
Christine Herwig at 218‐308‐2641 or Christine.herwig@state.mn.us,  to  see  if  she has any 
additional  information  on  the  current  status  of  this  colony  or  any  recommendations  to 
minimize disturbance. 

 
State‐listed Species 
 

 Long‐stalked  chickweed  (Stellaria  longipes  ssp.  Longipes)  and  creeping  juniper  (Juiperus 
horizontalis), both plant species of special concern, were documented on the shore of Star 
Lake in 1949. These species are found in sandy areas such as sand dunes and sandy shores. 
Given the date of the record, their population in the area is unknown at this time.  
 

Federally Protected Species 
 

 Bald  eagles  (Haliaeetus  leucocephalus) may  nest  in  the  area.    Bald  eagles  are  federally 
protected  under  the  Migratory  Bird  Treaty  Act  and  under  the  Bald  and  Golden  Eagle 
Protection Act.  Both acts prohibit killing, selling, or otherwise harming eagles, their nests, or 
eggs.    If  there will  be  any  tree  removal  associated with  the  proposed  project,  the  trees 
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should be  inspected for nests prior to being cut down.   The USFWS does  issue permits for 
unintentional disturbance and  for  the  taking of a  tree.  Please visit  the USFWS website at 
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/eagle/  for  more  information  regarding  conservation 
measures, management guidelines, and permitting. 
 

 The  northern  long‐eared  bat  (Myotis  septentrionalis),  federally  listed  as  threatened  and 
state‐listed as special concern, can be found throughout Minnesota.  During the winter this 
species hibernates  in caves and mines, and during  the active season  (approximately April‐
October)  it  roosts underneath bark,  in cavities, or  in crevices of both  live and dead  trees.  
Pup rearing is during June and July.  Activities that may impact this species include, but are 
not  limited  to,  wind  farm  operation,  any  disturbance  to  hibernacula,  and 
destruction/degradation of habitat (including tree removal).     

 
The U.S.  Fish  and Wildlife  Service  (USFWS)  has  published  a  final  4(d)  rule  that  identifies 
prohibited take.  To determine whether you need to contact the USFWS, please refer to the 
USFWS Key to the Northern Long‐Eared Bat 4(d) Rule (see links below).  Please note that the 
NHIS  does  not  contain  any  known  occurrences  of  northern  long‐eared  bat  roosts  or 
hibernacula within an approximate one‐mile radius of the proposed project.      

 
Lakeshore Developments 
 

 The  project  boundary  appears  to  include  a  natural  shoreline  on  Star  Lake.    Lakeshore 
developments  have  the  potential  to  negatively  affect water  quality  and  fish  and wildlife 
habitat by  increasing nutrients, pollutants, erosion, and sedimentation.   Maintaining native 
vegetation along lakeshores is one way to reduce these negative impacts.  The combination 
of  upland,  lakeshore,  and  aquatic  plants  creates  a  buffer  zone  that  provides  numerous 
ecological  benefits.    Lakeshore  and  upland  plants  help  stabilize  banks  and  protect  the 
shoreline from erosion by absorbing the forces of wind, waves, and boat traffic.   They also 
filter  pollutants  that  would  otherwise  drain  from  the  watershed  into  the  lake,  thereby 
protecting water quality.  Most noticeably, lakeshore and upland plants provide a variety of 
vital habitat components  for fish and wildlife  including food, protection from weather and 
predators, denning sites and nursery areas  for young, perching and sunning sites  for birds 
and  turtles, and  flyways and  travel  corridors.   Aquatic plants produce oxygen, purify  lake 
water  by  stabilizing  bottom  sediments  and  reducing  nutrient  cycling,  and  provide 
underwater cover for fish.      
 
For additional information on aquatic plants and lakeshore management, please refer to the 
links at the end of this letter.  The DNR book Lakescaping for Wildlife and Water Quality also 
covers  a wide  array  of  topics  associated with managing  lakeshore  property  and  includes 
techniques  to  prevent  shoreline  erosion  and  to  restore wildlife  habitat, wildflowers,  and 
water quality.   Another  reference  is Restore Your Shore, an online  interactive multimedia 
program that guides users through the process of protecting a natural shoreline or restoring 
a degraded shore with a natural buffer zone. 

 
Environmental Review and Permitting 
 

 The  Environmental Assessment Worksheet  should  address whether  the  proposed project 
has  the potential  to adversely affect  the above  rare  features and,  if  so,  it  should  identify 
specific measures that will be taken to avoid or minimize disturbance.   
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 Please include a copy of this letter in any state or local license or permit application.  Please 

note that measures to avoid or minimize disturbance to the above rare features may be 
included as restrictions or conditions in any required permits or licenses.   
 

The  Natural  Heritage  Information  System  (NHIS),  a  collection  of  databases  that  contains 
information  about Minnesota’s  rare natural  features,  is maintained by  the Division of  Ecological  and 
Water  Resources,  Department  of  Natural  Resources.    The  NHIS  is  continually  updated  as  new 
information  becomes  available,  and  is  the  most  complete  source  of  data  on  Minnesota's  rare  or 
otherwise significant species, native plant communities, and other natural features.  However, the NHIS 
is not an exhaustive inventory and thus does not represent all of the occurrences of rare features within 
the state.  Therefore, ecologically significant features for which we have no records may exist within the 
project area.  If additional information becomes available regarding rare features in the vicinity of the 
project, further review may be necessary. 

The enclosed results include an Index Report of records in the Rare Features Database, the main 
database of the NHIS.  To control the release of specific location data, the report is copyrighted and only 
provides rare features locations to the nearest section.  The Index Report may be reprinted, unaltered, 
in any environmental  review document  (e.g., EAW or EIS), municipal natural  resource plan, or  report 
compiled by your company for the project  listed above.   If you wish to reproduce the Index Report for 
any other purpose, please contact me to request written permission.   

For environmental review purposes, the results of this Natural Heritage Review are valid for one 
year;  the  results  are  only  valid  for  the  project  location  (noted  above)  and  the  project  description 
provided on the NHIS Data Request Form.  Please contact me if project details change or for an updated 
review if construction has not occurred within one year.   

The  Natural  Heritage  Review  does  not  constitute  review  or  approval  by  the  Department  of 
Natural Resources as a whole. Instead, it identifies issues regarding known occurrences of rare features 
and potential effects  to  these  rare  features.   To determine whether  there are other natural  resource 
concerns  associated  with  the  proposed  project,  please  contact  your  DNR  Regional  Environmental 
Assessment  Ecologist  (contact  information  available  at 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp_regioncontacts.html).    Please  be  aware  that  additional 
site assessments or review may be required.  

Thank you for consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare 
natural resources.  An invoice will be mailed to you under separate cover.   

 
            Sincerely, 

                    
            Samantha Bump 
            Natural Heritage Review Specialist 
 
enc.   Rare Features Database: Index Report 
 
Links:  USFWS Key to the Northern Long‐Eared Bat 4(d) Rule for Non‐Federal Activities 
     http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/KeyFinal4dNLEB.html 
    USFWS Key to the Northern Long‐Eared Bat 4(d) Rule for Federal Actions 
    http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/KeyFinal4dNLEBFedProjects.html 
    USFWS Northern Long‐eared Bat Website 
    http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html 
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    USFWS Northern Long‐eared Bat Fact Sheet 
    http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/nlebFactSheet.html 
 

Lakescaping  
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakescaping/index.html 
Natural Buffers and Lakescaping 
http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/waters/shoreline_alterations_lakescaping.pdf 
Restore Your Shore 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/restoreyourshore/index.html 

 
 
cc:    Theresa Olson 
    Christine Herwig
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