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OTC to Hold Public Meeting to Discuss Design Options for Fish Passage at Phelps Mill Dam 

September 4, 2018 - Otter Tail County, MN – The Otter Tail County Highway Department will hold a public 
information meeting at 7:00 pm, Tuesday, September 11, 2018 in the County Board Room at the 
Government Services Center, 520 Fir Avenue West, Fergus Falls, MN to discuss design concept options for 
the installation of a fish passage at the Phelps Mill Dam. 

The original Phelps Mill dam was built from wood in 1889 alongside the mill building. The mill operated 
until 1939 and was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1975. The dam itself is not on the 
registry but is within the historic district. The dam was rehabilitated in 1993 with retaining walls, stop 
logs and the operators bridge. Phelps Mill holds significant historical meaning in Otter Tail County and its 
preservation is important to the County.  

The Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners, in a 2017 resolution, supported the installation of a fish 
passage on the Otter Tail River at the site of the Phelps Mill Dam. Conditionally, funding must be 
secured through the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MN DNR) and the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the MN DNR must assure that water levels will not be changed in the river or Leon 
Lake. The purpose of a fish passage, according to the MN DNR, is to restore river connectivity, improve 
aquatic safety, and enhance recreational values. 

In November of 2017, a public meeting was held to receive feedback about the potential Phelps Mill fish 
passage. Attendees expressed their concerns over preserving the dam site and the mill building. Upon 
evaluation of the feedback Otter Tail County hired Houston Engineering, Inc. to develop three options 
for the Phelps Mill Dam fish passage project.  

Houston Engineering Inc. completed its assessment and submitted a technical memorandum that offers 
three fish passage concepts including the pros and cons of each option. The technical memorandum was 
presented to the Public Works Committee on August 14, 2018. Public Works Director, Rick West and 
County Engineer, Charles Grotte later, at the County Board Meeting on August 28, 2018, recommended 
that Option 1-2/3 Rock Arch Rapids be implemented.   

The OTC Highway Department seeks public input on the three options for a Phelps Mill Dam fish 
passage.  Interested individuals are encouraged to attend the public informational meetings. The three 
options will be available to view, and County, MN DNR and US Fish and Wildlife Service staff will be on 
hand to answer questions. Written statements and other exhibits in place of, or in addition to, oral 
statements will be accepted until or at this meeting and will be made part of the meeting record. For 
more information please look under September 2018 at: www.co.ottertail.mn.us/1294/Phelps-Mill-
Proposed-Fish-Passage 

Contact: 
Charles Grotte, County Engineer 

• CGrotte@co.ottertail.mn.us  
• (218) 998-8475 
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